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�������� first met John Ylvisaker when I was in High 
School and he was leading music in my Detroit Hotel 
during the 1964 American Lutheran Church’s National 
Luther League Gathering. During the train ride back to 
the Pittsburg station, our car was filled with singing of 
the songs we had learned from John. It inspired me to 
get my first guitar, a used 6-string band guitar I got for 
twenty dollars. A few years later when I was home on 
break from Capital University, our Lutheran college in 
Columbus, Ohio, I had the opportunity to spend some 
time with John when he was providing special Wor-
ship music and a concert at my home congregation of 
St. Marks in Wheeling, WV. I never dreamed that 
while in Seminary, I would have the opportunity to 
perform with John for a couple of his songs in a con-
cert he gave at my college alma mater, Capital. He 
paid me with three of his 331/3 LP vinyl records. I still 
have them as treasured keepsakes. 
 
Not just for me because of my fortunate personal ex-
periences with John but for many Christians growing 
up in the 60’s through 80’s, his music was a spiritual 
inspiration. His music continues to inspire and praise 
God not just for youth or at Bible Camps but for all 
ages and even in the regular Sunday Worship of our 
Congregations with at least three works, including his 
most well known piece (Borning Cry), that are in the 
“new” Evangelical Lutheran Worship book. 
 
Lately another of his songs we used to sing a lot at 
Camp keeps popping up in my head – Amigos de 
Cristo.   
 
Part of the chorus says “For we’ve been forgiven and 
we’ve been restored; Amigos de Cristo, we’re friends 
of the Lord!” The second verse proclaims “Born of a 
family the young and old, we’ll be on hand to see new 
life unfold; we understand the need to be made whole, 
Amigos de Cristo, we’re friends of the Lord!” 
 

 
I suspect this song is on my mind because of my 
recent contacts with Pastor Daniel Beteta, the orga-
nizing pastor for Latinos Unidos En Cristo. As I re-
ported at the Semi-Annual Congregational Meeting, 
Pastor Daniel was led by the Spirit to contact me 
about the possibility of this dynamic, Presbyterian 
new start congregation finding a new home with us 
here at Hope. 
 
The Church Council during this month will be putting 
together a Task Force to research and contemplate 
the issues and impacts for our facility and ministry 
and to dialog with Latinos Unidos En Cristo about 
their needs and desires. Together they will develop 
a proposal to be submitted to both congregations 
hopefully by November. 
 
I have a feeling that whatever ministry arrangement 
we are able to develop with these friends of the Lord 
will be a blessing and benefit to both of our congre-
gations. And, no matter what the outcome of the re-
search and deliberations of our Task Force and 
Pastor Daniel’s lay leaders, I know the process will 
help inspire new life to unfold for us and we will gain 
some new Amigos en Cristo. 
 
God Bless, 
Pastor Eric 
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��������he Evangelism Committee wants to thank those 
who have signed up to hope Cafè Hope during the 
summer. It has been great! There are still some open 
dates. Please consider, confer with friends and sign up. 
Open dates: July 25, August 15, August 29 and 
September 5. See the kiosk in Nielsen Hall.  
 
People are enjoying the opportunity to converse, get 
acquainted in a leisurely, comfortable setting. The 
ministry of hospitality is expanded as we participate in 
this way. 
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“Knowing and sharing the good news  
of hope in Christ” 

 
The Evangelism Committee will be taking a fresh look 
at the program implications of our mission statement. 
And we are inviting new people to join us for 
brainstorming and planning. 
 
Please let me know if you are interested. We meet 
one evening during the month. You will enjoy 
participating! 

�
Our prayers include: Marlene Pitt, Else Welch, 
Louise Fischer, Wally Kilgore, Sue Myrdal, Dorothy 
Meyer, Hermine Bauer, Bob Paulus, Bill Drieslein, 
Angamma Prasad, Brenda Shields, Ray Looze, 
James Jewett, Ron Turner, Amy Kindrick, Bob 
Meyer, Ken Martin, Dana Engelhardt, Theresa 
Spiro, Scott Van Gerpen, Kathleen Sliter and 
Carmen Campos. 
 
We pray the hymn, “O Christ, the Healer, We Have 
Come”: 
 
“O Christ, the Healer, we have come to pray for 
health, to plead for friends. How can we fail to be 
restored when reached by love that never ends? 
 
Grant that we all, made one in faith, in your 
community may find the wholeness that, enriching 
us, shall reach and prosper humankind.” Amen 

 

Date 
 

Time Communion 
Assistants 

 

Readers  Assisting  
Ministers 

“Spark” 
Leaders 

8/1 10:00 Marlys Jungroth 
Nancy Kehl 

Monika Hastings Don Hermansen Trish Violette 
Estelle Amarandos 

8/8 10:00 Bryan Feige 
Don Hermansen 

Don Neumann Eno Ekong Windy Butler 
Erica Grimstvedt 

8/15 10:00 Eric Hoover 
Skip Dahl 

Eryl Aynsley Monika Hastings Sandi Kane 
Meghan Green 

8/22 10:00 Bill Hroziencik 
Marj Hroziencik 

Skip Dahl Helena Dummler  

8/29 10:00 Bill Kannenberg 
Margo Kannenberg 

Bill Kannenberg Margo Kannenberg  
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��������eople of Hope, 
 
I hope this month’s Voice of Hope finds all of you in 
good sprits and good health. 
 
It has been a couple of years since I had to sit down 
and compose a monthly letter for the Voice of Hope.  
I always find this to be a daunting task, because I 
feel like people reading this expect great words of 
wisdom from the Council President, just because 
they volunteered to take on the work of leadership 
within our congregation.  Well to make my task eas-
ier and to dispel any misconceived ideas that I have 
great words of wisdom to share, I want to tell you I 
don’t. I am just a servant of this Church trying to 
share my thoughts and ideas with my brothers and 
sisters in Christ at Hope. I encourage you to share 
your thoughts and ideas with me and the rest of the 
Council because together we can do great things. 
 
Hopefully this term as Council President will be less 
eventful than my last one and we can focus on re-
newal and growth. A lot has changed since I was last 
in this role, and a lot remains to be carefully and 
prayerfully addressed. We are entering into a critical 
time in our congregation’s life where we need to look 
at and embrace change.   
 
“In the beginning God created the heavens and the 
earth…” and from that point on things changed.   
 
God created the day and night, sea and land, plants 
and animals, and mankind, all of which were 
changes made according to God’s own plan. 
 
Today we face change all the time and in everything 
we do. Whether it is as simple as changing the TV 
channel, or changing clothes to changing careers or 
where you live, change is ever present and needs to 
be managed. We could refuse to change, but that in 

itself is a change of types and usually not a very 
good one.   
 
What we need to do is prayerfully address and em-
brace change, making sure it is what’s best for us 
and what God has planned for us. At the same time 
we need to hold on to the things we value and en-
joy the things that make us happy and feel good. 
Maintaining the traditions we hold dear while incor-
porating needed and desired change is the chal-
lenge we face daily.    
 
Here at Hope we have been going through a period 
of change for a number of years, and while we have 
spent some time now minimizing change in order to 
stabilize our congregation, it is time again to inten-
tionally address the changes we need at Hope to 
ensure we continue to thrive and serve God in our 
community. 
 
Over the next couple of months, as a congregation, 
we are going to be asked to explore change as it 
relates to our worship services, changes in the use 
of our Church property along with potential partner-
ships with other groups, and even the potential 
change of adding a part-time staff to our youth min-
istry. The entire congregation will be involved and 
have the opportunity to define how and what Hope 
will change, beginning with input on service time 
and format, to future discussions on property usage 
and potential partnerships, and continued support 
for our youth programs. While some, all, or maybe 
none of these changes may come to fruition, we will 
go on this journey of exploring change together, 
and through that strengthen our understanding of 
God’s plans for Hope and our own hopes and de-
sires for our congregation, and the outcome will be 
good for all of us. 

Continued on next page �  
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Treasurer’s Report: Pledge giving is about on tar-
get; challenge giving behind. There is $15,000 in the 
Property Management account which is expected to 
be used for tree trimming and landscaping. There is 
$7,000 in the youth account for the summer servant 
event and $15,174 in Youth Reserve. Council voted 
to transfer $1500 to Pastor’s Discretionary Fund from 
a $2500 year-end gift to council. 
 

Pastor’s Report: He would like to build on small 
group ministries to engage the congregation to focus 
on mission and vision of Hope. He will continue the 
Wednesday evening Rock group. He will be inter-
viewing a candidate for part-time youth director, and 
discussion continues about possibly sharing our wor-
ship space with a Hispanic congregation that is look-
ing for a home. 
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Monthly Financial Update 
For the month ended June 30, 2010 
 
June                   Actual         Budget      D ifference 
Receipts            $36,052 36,355            <  283> 
Disbursements    35,703 40,904           <5,201> 
 
YTD Receipts     212,491       220,028          <13,537> 
Disbursements   216,166       232,818          <16,653> 
 
 
Mortgage balance (as of June 30, 2010)  277,374 
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One of the annual changes we go through is the 
election and change of Church officers which oc-
curred in June. I want to thank last year’s Church 
Council and elected officers for their dedication to 
Hope along with the excellent work and countless 
hours they spent making sure Hope continues to be 
the place we all call our spiritual home. Your work 
has truly been appreciated and you served our con-
gregation very well. Thank you! 
 
We now have a number of Council members continu-
ing from last year along with a number of new mem-
bers and a new Treasurer all of whom are depending 
on God’s guidance and the help from members of 
the congregation on committees along with participa-
tion in meetings, discussions and planning. If you 
have not been able to participate on a committee re-
cently but feel the urge to help, please contact one of 
the council members. Sharing your gifts with the peo-

ple of Hope can be a very rewarding experience, 
please help. 
 
I look forward to serving Hope this year and working 
with all of you in determining and implementing 
God’s plan for our congregation. If you have any 
questions, concerns or comments. Please forward 
them to me, the Pastors, or any Council Members. 
 
Jack Coyne 
jackecoynejr@comcast.net 
(650) 573-9443 
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8/1 Emily Pickard 
8/3 James Gottula 
8/5 Jake Moore 
 Patricia Violette 

8/6 Kathryn McAuliffe 
8/7 Karl Voss 
8/9 George Paddack 
 Pam Rianda 
 Greg Wagner 

8/10 Bennett Cordes 
8/12 Eva Landmann 
8/13 Helen Hanlon 
 Doug King 
 Raymond Pedden 

8/14 John Aynsley 
 Meghan Green 

8/16 Jarda Hurd 
8/19 Vera Feige 
 Aimee Lynch 

8/20 Andy Hermansen 
 Norma Martin 

8/21 Stephanie Bravo 
8/22 Sara Juul 
8/23 Trevor Atherton 
8/24 Samantha Wendland 
8/25 Lyle Johnson 
8/26 Andrew Hastings 
8/27 Alex Bootzin 
 Jennifer Fischer 
 George Studle 

8/28 Bernice Willers 
8/29 Haley Blundell 
8/30 Cori Duffy 
 
 

 

 
Session 2 of the 
women’s summer Bible 
study with Pastor Eric 
will be held Tuesday, July 

27 at 2 PM  in Nielsen 
Hall. (note the time 

change) Copies of the study from the Lutheran 
Woman Today, entitled “Waiting with Patience and 
Hope”, Isaiah 40:28-31, will be available in the nar-
thex. 

 
Notice about this month’s issue: We have 
been experiencing major computer outages at 
the church office over the past two weeks, and 
unfortunately have lost the working edition of the 
August newsletter, among many other docu-
ments. I have re-created it as best I can, but very 
possibly some things will be omitted. If you have 
submitted something to me for the Voice and it’s 
not in this edition, I apologize and ask that you 
re-send it to me and I will include it in next 
month’s edition. Sorry for the inconvenience.     

                
                         Your church secretary, Jeanne 

 
Safe Community Training to be  

offered in September 
 

Pastor Eric will again offer Safe Community train-
ing at 7 PM on September 23, and 10:00 AM on 
September 25. If you work with children at Hope in 
any capacity, either as a volunteer or paid staff, 
you must attend the training every two years as 
required by our Safe Community policy. If you 
aren’t sure when you are due for training again, 
please call the church office. 
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Sunday Worship at 10:00 AM, 7:00 PM   
 

              �
 

 

Phone: 650-349-0100               www.HopeLutheranSanMateo.org          Email: helc@pacbell.net 

Lead Pastor:    Eric Ackerman 
Visitation/Outreach Pastor:  Paul Michaelson 
Preschool Director:                           Jeanne McCarthy 
Treasurer:                            Bill Kannenberg 
Financial Secretary:         Karen Noecker 
Congregational President:       Jack Coyne 
Dir. Of Music Ministries:       Alex Bootzin 
Organist:                               Douglas Franks 
Hope Children Singers Director:        Marlys Loveall 
Administrative Secretary:     Jeanne Ivanhoe 
Custodians:                 Long & Hue Khuu      

�����������	��
���
����������	����������������
���������������������

Hope Lutheran Church 
600 W. 42nd Avenue 
San Mateo, CA  94403 
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