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Established in 496 AD by Pope
Gelasius | in honor of one or more

early Christian martyrs, Saint Val-
entine's Day, known to most of us
as simply Valentine’s Day is an an-
nual commemoration held on Feb-
ruary 14 celebrating love and affection. Yes, even
this “cultural holiday” seems to have had Christian
roots.

Over the centuries of hand written and commercial
Valentine’s greetings a red heart has become one of
the most recognized symbols of this day. When |
thought of this day’s approach, | kept getting the im-
age of Luther’s Seal in my mind with a heart and
Ccross at its very center.

While doing a little research on St. Valentine’s Day, |
came across this little story that, at least to me,
speaks of the deeper meaning of “love” which Pope
Gelasius | honored in establishing this day --

Little Chad was a shy, quiet
young boy. One day he came
home and told his mother he'd
like to make a valentine for eve-
ryone in his class. Her heart
sank. She thought, "l wish he
wouldn’t do that!" because she
had watched the children when
they walked home from school.
Her Chad was always behind
them. The other children
laughed and hung on to each
other and talked to each other.
But Chad was never included.
Nevertheless, she decided

she would go along with her
son. So she purchased the pa-
per and glue and crayons. For
three whole weeks, night after
night, Chad painstakingly made
thirty-five valentines.

Valentine’s Day dawned and
Chad was beside himself with
excitement! He carefully
stacked them up, put them in a
bag, and bolted out the door.
His mom decided to bake him
his favorite cookies and serve
them up warm and nice with a
cool glass of milk when he
came home from school. She
just knew he’d be disappointed,;
maybe that would ease the
pain a little. It hurt her to think
that he wouldn’t get many val-
entines—maybe none at all.

That afternoon she had the
cookies and milk out on the
window. Sure enough here
they came, laughing and hav-
ing the best time. And, as al-
ways, there was Chad in the
rear. He walked a little faster
than usual.

She fully expected him to
burst into tears as soon as he
got inside. His arms were
empty she noticed, and when
the door opened she choked
back the tears. "Mommy has
some warm cookies and milk
for you."




But he hardly heard her
words. He just marched right on
by, his face aglow, and all he
could say was: "Not a one...not
a one." Her heart sank. And
then he added, "l didn't forget a
one, not a single one!"

From the cross Jesus announced that he had not
forgotten a single one of us, that his great love, from
the very heart of God, would bridge the gap between
each and every one of us and our loving creator. As
you give, receive, or just think about Valentines, |
hope the image of the heart and cross will come to

It is good to be back on a more regular schedule. |
look forward to our partnership in ministry as we
serve and extend ourselves in this community and
beyond.

Please note the flyer on page 6 on the program
taking place on Tuesday, February 7 at Hope. It will
be our first “splash” as a new outreach project:
HEALTHY LIVING—Self-care and Care-giving.

The Single Seniors welcomed some 30 people for
the Thrivent-sponsored forum with Chris Benson in
January. Six Lutheran congregations were
represented.

Thank you to those who have volunteered to be
availble as helping hands in assisting those among
us who have particular needs. If you can give some
time or can give transportation, or do shopping, we'd
love to add you to the list.

Also, if you would be interested in helping with

your mind as you recall and give thanks for the deep
and abiding love God has for you.

| invite you also to ponder and celebrate that love by
joining us for Lenten midweek Worship beginning
February 22, Ash Wednesday, with “Christ in the
Passover” presented by Jews for Jesus. We are still
working on the details for the rest of Lent and Holy
Week; watch the Sunday bulletins for announce-
ments.

God Bless,
Pastor Eric

outreach projects or social ministry efforts, please
let me know.

We remember in prayer:

Sue Myrdal, Hermine Bauer, Bob Paulus, Norma
Martin, Jerry Brooks, Art Schillberg, Bill Drieslein,
Irene Baker, Martha Welch and Liisa Schroeder and
others.

“Almighty God: Let the prayers of your children rise
to you. To everyone in distress grant mercy, grant
relief, grant refreshment, through Jesus Christ our
Lord.”

We look forward to the upcoming season of Lent.
Ash Wednesday is February 22, which marks the
beginning of our journey to the baptismal waters of
Easter.

Pastor Paul Michaelson




Brothers and Sisters in Christ,

| want to thank everyone who made the Church such
a beautiful joyous environment during the Christmas
season. Everything from the decorations to the fel-
lowship, the music, the services, and inspirational
sermons all made this a wonderful time at Hope. |
hope everyone had an opportunity to enjoy the holi-
days, and if you have a chance, be sure to thank
someone who helped make this a wonderful Christ-
mas.

As we begin looking forward to the year ahead of us
there are many exciting plans being finalized to pro-
vide everyone with opportunities to join the family of
Hope in Fun, Service, and Worship. We will need lots
of help and together we will make this a wonderful
year.

As always this month | spent a lot of time thinking
about what | could share in this message. We will be
meeting at the end of January for our semi-annual
congregational meeting, and we will cover finances,
facilities, staffing and other issues there, so | didn't
want to go into a lot of details in this month’s article.
Instead | started asking myself the Why question.
Why am | writing this article? Why are you reading it?
Why do people come to Hope, and why do they
leave? Why is Work work, and why are weekends so
short? | remember when | was a child, and when my
children were little, the adults always tried to come
up with reasonable answers to the why questions. As
we get older we find more and more that we need to
answer those questions for ourselves, and | don'’t
always like my own answers.

I think we all struggle at times with questions about
why. It's not easy to figure out why things happen or
don’t happen, and answers are sometimes hard to
come by. | often fall back on the understanding that it
is God'’s plan for my life, but then | ask myself, why
don’t I know what God’s plan is for me? It comes

down to faith. Faith that God has a plan for my life,
faith in myself that | will recognize and accept the
opportunities and challenges God presents to me,
and faith that my brothers and sisters in Christ will
help me when | need it.

At Hope when we ask ourselves why should we vol-
unteer and help, | think the answer is easy. When we
help others in our family or the community, we are
helping them answer the questions in their lives, and
strengthen their faith that God has a plan for their
life. As active participants in the family of Hope,
knowing and sharing the good news of hope in
Christ, we help answer the question of why. So the
only remaining question is why not? Be an active
part of the family of Hope, together with God'’s help,
we can accomplish wonderful things.

Council President
Jack Coyne

Don’t worry, you haven’t missed it, Lighten up
Lutherans is on the move!

February is usually the month for this historic annual
event, but this year we will be amazed and enter-
tained by unbelievable acts in April. Watch this
space for the date and sign-up your act.
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Jews for Jesus present “Christ in the Passover.”

val of

Christ in the Passover shows the link between the ancient Festi-

Redemption and Christ as the Lamb of God. You will actually
see a table set with traditional Passover items. The missionary
uses Scripture as well as the visual items to walk through a Jew-
ish Passover seder, weaving the story of the Exodus together

with the life, death and resurrection of Christ. The words He spoke in the upper room
come alive as each Hebraic item is carefully explained.

Our Wednesday evening Lenten series begins on February 29, with soup supper at

6:00 PM, and Lent service at 7:15.
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Until the spring of last year, we had 11 bell
ringers. Due to a variety of circumstances, we
have lost four ringers. We can and will continue
to play quality music, but we would like to be
able to play more of our bells which we could
do with more ringers.

You really do need to know how to read music,
although we could teach you as you are learn-
ing to ring bells. Rehearsals are on Wednes-
day, in the sanctuary at 6:45—7:45.

The bells will be ringing at services sometime
during Lent, on Easter, and a couple more
times during the spring.

We know there are several of you that can
read music, so we’d really appreciate it if you
would come and give bells a try.

Anyone can ring, and even my 13 year old
grandson rings some really big bells in his
school bell choir!

Shirley Fitzgerald
Choirs Director
shirleyhelc@pacbell.net
349-0100, ext. 105
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Issues presented:
Housing alternatives and home-sharing

Making the most of your life: “Live Your Strengths”
“Writing Your Life Story”

Health: aging with awareness
Supportive care-giving for aging parents
Round table discussion by panelists the first hour; interest areas of your choosing the second hour

For more information, please call Paul Michaelson, 650-349-0100; email pmchlsn@yahoo.com.

Communion Spark
Date Acolytes Assisting Assistants Readers Leaders
Ministers
2/5 | Brandon Blundell |Karen Reed Bill Hroziencik Nina Amarandos Richard Ekong
Sam Wilson Marj Hroziencik Marilyn Gaal
Helper: lan Colgan
2/12 |Kailen Sallander |Sandi Kane Bill Kannenberg Marilyn Johnson George Studle
Margo Kannenberg Estelle Amarandos
Helper: Nina Amarandos
2/19 | Shafer Smith Don Hermansen Bob Lillo Heidi Waters
Ruth Lillo
2/26 | Rhea Tucker Emily Gillula David Phillips Monika Hastings
Mary Phillips
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We are now in full swing for registration for the
2012-13 school year. We are scheduling tours on
€= Wednesdays and Fridays for parents and children
to visit. Priority registration for Church members is
until February 15™. If you have a child (or know of
families) looking for preschool we invite you to visit
our school.

The children (and teachers) had a great pajama day. Stuffed ani-
mals accompanied the children to school and we had hot choco-
late and teddy grahams as a special treat. The children listened
to stories in the dark and we even surprised Pastor Eric at wor-
ship in the church wearing our PJ’s. A very fun day!!!

We next look forward to President’s Day and Valentines Day in
February with a party and exchange of cards and treats on Val-

Don't forget the 1% Tuesday on the month is Pizza Night at Vil-
lage Host-Belmont, a fundraiser for the preschool. Come by or
call for take out. Every bit helps.

2/3  Mark Dahl
Max Prasad
2/6  Tom Torgerson
Herta Von Rautenkrans
2/7  Michael Rhodes =
2/8  Natalie Plackowski
2/9  Judith Jeschke
2/10  Julie Albright
Jeanne Helland
2/12 Toby Berg
Scott McAuliffe
Helen Widdra
2/13  Karen Noecker
Jessica Stucke
2/14  Gerrie Rockafellar
2/15 Judy Neumann
David Phillips entines Day.
Jordan Velasco )
2/20 Niels Nielsen As a reminder:
2/21  Joanne Smith
2/24  Charlotte Hess
2/25 Lesley Johnson
2/27  Eric Hoover Blessings,
Helina Jensen Jeanne McCarthy
Matthew Juul Preschool Director
2/28 Caroline Dallman
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Thank you for all the visits and help and prayers that
have been given to me during my time of healing
from a very bad fall. Visits from Pastor Eric, Pastor
Paul, Jerry Milner, Sue Hoffheins, Carole Setzer and
Else Welch for a healing service and for the many
prayers offered for my return to a pain free walking
once again. Thanks to Jerry Milner for taking over as
chairperson for Priscilla Circle, and shopping for me
and for both Jerry and Sue, who brought flowers.

When | am released from my therapist | will be back
once again to church. Thank you each for the uplift-
ing experience.

Lorraine Johnston

Dear friends at Hope,

Thank you for all your thoughtful prayers, cards and
phone calls during my recent illness and ongoing re-
covery.

Thank you too, Pastor Eric, for your visits at the hospi-
tal and my home.

God bless you all for your loving kindness. God is
good! All the time!

Love,
Martha Welch
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