
D 
ear friends, 
The month of December 
brings with it the season of 

Advent, and Advent is fulfilled on 
Christmas Day. Accordingly, Advent 
is designated as the season of hope: 
hope for the coming of a Messiah 
who will inaugurate a kingdom of 
peace, harmony, and justice. As Je-

sus said when he began his Galilean ministry, “The 
time is fulfilled and the kingdom of God has come 
near; repent and believe in the good news.” (Mark 
1:15)  
 

Understanding Advent as a time of hope is not a 
problem. What is a problem, at least in terms of the 
way we observe the season, is the “repent” part. It’s 
not that the gospel texts ignore this vital aspect of 
what it means to live in hope. Every year, one or two 
of the texts record the ministry of John the Baptist. 
He was pretty clear on this particular subject. In fact, 
his entire ministry was devoted to calling his people 
to repent. His baptism was referred to as “a baptism 
of repentance.” In other words, the washing of the 
baptized that took place in the River Jordan was 
meant to symbolize the person’s decision to cleanse 
him or herself on the inside by rededicating him or 
herself to the task of living in accordance with the law 
of God as they understood it. 
 

The reason God sent John as an emissary of hope, 
and the reason repentance is so important when it 
comes to the birth of hope in our lives is this; To re-
pent means that we are willing to do what we can to 
change those things that have a negative effect on 
our lives. If I have become drug or alcohol depend-
ent, hope will be absent until I decide to do what is 
necessary to become sober. Once I repent, I will 
have hope again. If I have conflict in my family and 
have ignored doing anything about it, I will need to 
reach out in whatever way is appropriate or the con-
flict is guaranteed to remain. If my health is bad due 
to unhealthy habits, it will remain so until I change. 
Or, if there is some form of serious injustice in my 
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community and I fail to work for change (staying silent 
is one way to suggest we are okay with the way things 
are), then the causes of hopelessness are not going to 
go away. 
 

There are many reasons people lose hope, some of 
which it is in our power to change. There are times in 
life when it’s tempting to simply blame other people, 
circumstances, or bad luck for our lack of hope. If it’s 
not my fault, neither do I have to do anything about it. I 
can sit back and complain as if I am a complete victim. 
In cases like this, hope will not return. We will get 
stuck in our disappointment and depression, thinking 
there is no way out. When the death of hope is caused 
by factors within our control, we will not experience a 
rebirth of hope unless we repent by doing what we 
can to change those negative influences, whether they 
come from within us, or from some other place else.  
 

In a Christian sense, to repent means this, but also 
more than this. John the Baptist certainly meant that 
people should turn away from their negative behavior. 
He told soldiers to stop using violence, tax collectors 
to stop stealing, and everyone to share what they had 
with their needy neighbors. However, this alone would 
not lead to the birth of a hope that transcended the 
deeper problems of idolatry, overpowering evil in the 
world, and the nothingness of death. Only divine pow-
er can overcome these things and so, for John, re-
pentance also included seeking the promises of God 
for mercy, forgiveness, and salvation. “Behold the 
Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the 
world.” (John 1:29) John insured that Jesus would 
have the power to do this by saying, “I baptize you 
with water, but one is coming after me who will baptize 
you with the Holy Spirit.” (Mark 1:8)  
 

A rebirth of hope in our hearts is not possible without 
the willingness to repent: to change the things we can, 
and to seek the power of God in our lives to change 
the things we can’t. As Luther never tired of pointing 
out, sin is slavery. When we come to the conclusion 
that we are powerless to change when there exists 
clear possibilities to do so, we become slaves by our 
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Pastor Paul Michaelson 

C 
elebrating the 500th anniver-
sary of the Reformation 
(Luther-style) has been 

marked by a number of events, 
which actually will continue to the 
end of the year.  Here at Hope we 
chartered a bus to Grace Cathedral 
for “the main event.’ We had over 20 

in attendance, representing four of our area ELCA 
congregations. Then we performed “The Luther Mu-
sical” on November 12.  Thank you to all who at-
tended and, as well, thanks to our local cast:  Jerilyn 
Struven, Bob Way, Ken Graham (from Messiah) and 
Joe Heletcky( from First in Palo Alto); and our audio/
video technicians, Ken Struven and Skip Dahl. We 
had an excellent pianist, Catha Hall, who also can 
serve as an excellent organist. We hope you en-
joyed it! 

 

The church council had an excellent “retreat” at the 
Phillips’ home in mid-October. It represents a fresh 
start in reviewing, adjusting  and expanding our min-
istry.  We identified the strengths, assets and re-
sources that Hope has as well as the values that 
undergird our work.  It is a continual process of be-
ing alive to “new opportunities” that God is placing 
before us and seeking to respond in meeting them. 

 

********************************************* 
SENIORS MINISTRY is well underway! Our plan-
ning task force meets on November 29 and we will 
be making plans for the first quarter of 2018.  An 
effort is being made to involve other congregations 
on the Peninsula so that it becomes a shared minis-
try together. 

 

Seniors will have a lunch-outing on Thursday,  
December 21. We will go the the VAN’S  restaurant 
in Belmont.  Our ‘table guest’ for the event is  Saili 
Gosula from “Synergy Home Care.” The lunch is 
scheduled for 1 pm, with car pool from the church at 

12:30-45.  Saili also wants to encourage people to con-
sider being a “Companion” within her home-care pro-
gram. The expectation is simply to be available 3 hours 
a week to be with someone, sharing activities like going 
shopping, having lunch, playing games, watching TV, 
very easy. A per hour stipend comes with it. Should you 
want more information, you can call Saili, at 703-6087. 

 

************************************************* 
WELCOME TO OUR NEW MEMBERS     

Ron & Jackie Johnson 
Jim & Ann Haritatos 

 
************************************************ 

The Quotes Corner 
“Have faith in your journey. Everything had to happen 
exactly as it did to get you where you’re going next.” 

 

own decision. When we confront things that we 
can’t change, we rely on the power, the presence, 
and the promises of God as they come to us in Je-
sus Christ. That is the faith inspired in us by the Ho-
ly Spirit and nothing can take that away.  
 
Have a blessed Christmas!  
 

Pastor Dan 

Photo credit to Pastor Paul Michaelson 

Pictures taken on 11/7/17. 
As a part of our Seniors 
Ministry, attendees enjoyed 
two presentations on 
“Thrivent” and “Healthy 
Cities”. 



From our Council President 

Page 3 

W 
e at Hope have just gone 
through the time of our 
year for introspection and 

commitment of our stewardship to 
God, our church and our community 
– committing our time, talent and 
treasure to God’s work on this earth.  
It is wonderful to be able to do this as 
was summarized by the quotes of 

scripture in several Temple Talks during this season 
and the commitment of time and treasure by the peo-
ple of Hope. 

 
While some of these commitments relate to our nor-
mal church life, from my conversations with many in 
our church there are oftentimes additional commit-
ments outside our church environment which are de-
signed to help those less fortunate than we.  The 
need for these this year have almost been over-
whelming with wind, fire, water and earthquakes pre-
senting increased disasters throughout the world.  I 
think many individuals in our church have stepped up 
to these needs which is exciting to see.  Taking ad-
vantage of these opportunities is clearly outlined in 
Scripture (e.g. Matthew 25: 31-46) which includes 
the very familiar passage:  
 
Come, you that are blessed by my Father, inherit the 
kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the 
world; for I was hungry and you gave me food, I was 
thirsty and you gave me something to drink, I was a 
stranger and you welcomed me, I was naked and 
you gave clothing, I was sick and you took care of 

me, I was in prison and you visited me. 
 
In the 1970’s, Mary and I lived in Memphis while I 
worked at St Jude Hospital.  St Jude is most well 
known for developing the treatment for childhood 
leukemia but they have many additional programs 
including one to treat sickle cell disease and is the 
place where I was introduced to this disease.  These 
last few years, Mary and I have been led to try and 
help people with this disease as our example of what 
Jesus was talking about in Matthew.  Sickle cell dis-
ease is very debilitating, causes patients extreme, 
periodic pain throughout their life, resulting in loss of 
organs and death at an early age (about 40 in the 
US).  It is genetic in origin and is caused by a muta-
tion in one of the genes for hemoglobin.  The people 

with sickle cell disease originate from the parts of the 
world affected by malaria (Sub-Saharan Africa, parts 
of India and the Middle East) as the carriers of this 
disease, strangely enough, have a survival advantage 
compared to normal individuals during a malaria in-
fection.  As the US, England and other countries cap-
tured many of their slaves from Sub-Saharan Africa, 
most of the people with sickle cell disease in the US, 
England, Jamaica and other parts of the world are of 
African origin. 
 
The opportunities to help these people are numerous. 
Mary and I are doing this in two ways.  First, we have 
gone back to St. Jude and are supporting part of their 
effort to develop a gene replacement therapy for 
these patients.  It’s really a Star Wars strategy but it is 
now becoming possible to correct the genetic defect 
in sickle cell patients to provide a permanent cure.  
Second, we are involved with a group at Vanderbilt 
University in Nashville to provide improved treatment 
for people with sickle cell disease in underdeveloped 
countries where up to 95% of the children born with 
the disease fail to see their fifth birthday.  One of the 
first efforts will be to start a screening program for the 
disease at birth in Nigeria and Ghana and to provide 
counseling sessions for parents of identified patients.  
Earlier this month, Mary and I attended a sickle cell 
meeting in Kingston, Jamaica.  It is exciting to see 
that the screening, counseling and improved medical 
care programs recently established in this country for 
sickle cell disease are markedly increasing patient 
survival.  This is not curing this disease, but simple 
things like the use of prophylactic antibiotics on identi-
fied patients is having a profound affect.  The Vander-
bilt group will be bringing this strategy to Africa, be-
ginning initially by establishing screening centers and 
counseling programs.  

 
It’s hard to know at this time if these efforts in sickle 
cell disease will be successful, but we thank God for 
the opportunity to try and to be able to contribute to 
this process.  
 
-David Phillips, Council President 
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A 
t this time of year, we 
begin to think about all 
sorts of gifts.....mostly get-

ting if you are a kid at heart.  The 
choirs on the other hand, are 
thinking about and preparing gifts 
they can and will prepare to give to 
you in the next few weeks.  To 
quote the old Shaker hymn, "Tis 

the gift to be simple, tis the gift to be free, Tis the gift 
to come down where you ought to be, And when we 
find ourselves in the place just right, "Twill be in the 
valley of love and delight". 
 

The gifts the choirs are preparing are "Simple 

From our Choir Director                                  
Gifts"......gifts of music with peace, joy, and 
love....the simple things that sometimes get lost 
in the hustle and bustle of preparation and activi-
ties. The music groups will be offering their gifts 
through Advent and Christmas with the hope that 
you will enjoy and benefit from our heartfelt tradi-
tional tunes. 
 

Peace and joy to all, 
 

Shirley Fitzgerald 
The  Chancel Choir 
The Bells of Hope 

Missed one of Pastor Dan or Pas-
tor Paul's great sermons?  Want 
to hear them again? 

You can listen and re-listen to re-
cent sermons, which are now be-
ing posted as audio sermons on 
our website!    

The most recent three sermons are posted on the 
bottom of home page of the website: 

Now that Pastor Dan Severson has been installed as 

Hope's senior pastor and our pastoral staff is in place, 

a Mutual Ministry Committee has been instituted. 

Simply put, its purpose is to aid the pastors in their 

leadership of the faith life of Hope. We are all part of 

Hope's ministry. By nature, some aspects of the com-

mittee's work will be kept confidential. Committee 

members are Sandi Kane, Lyle Johnson, Don Herman-

Message from the Mutual Ministry Committee 
sen, Monika Hastings, and Elaine Dummler. If 

you have concerns that you feel should be pre-

sented to or addressed by the pastors, please 

contact one of the com-

mittee members. 

http://hopelutheransanmateo.org/   

Audio sermons for other recent Sundays can be 
found here: 

http://hopelutheransanmateo.org/worship/sermons/
sermons-archive/ 

Just click on the headphone icon of the sermon you 
want and the audio bar will appear. Click the play 
button on the audio bar and enjoy! 

Audio Sermons now available online! 

http://hopelutheransanmateo.org/
http://hopelutheransanmateo.org/worship/sermons/sermons-archive/
http://hopelutheransanmateo.org/worship/sermons/sermons-archive/
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Hope at Reformation 500! 

Pictures taken on 10/29/17 
at the Reformation 
500 Commemoration at 
Grace Cathedral in   
San Francisco. 

Photo credit to Maggie K Timeus 
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Preschool Corner   

T 
he children are learning the 
true meaning of Christmas 
through stories, music, and 

art. 
 
The season of Jesus’ birth is a 
wonderful time to reflect on all the 
blessing we have been given. 
 

It is also a time to spread joy, kindness, gifts, and 
comfort to those in need- especially our friends 
and families who lost so much in the recent fires. 
 
May you all have the 
comfort of family and 
share in God’s bless-
ings. 
 
Merry Christmas and 
Happy New Year, 
 

Jeanne   

ATTENTION!!! Families of Hope’s 
College Students: 

Our Youth Committee would love to send all our 
college students a Care package. Please call the 
office by November 10 to provide us with their ad-
dress so we can mail them a care package. We’ll 
send the students treats and a special message of 
encouragement and we will add their name to our 
prayer list . Please also let us know if your student 
has any food allergies or specific snack likes/
dislikes.  You can also e-mail their information to 
Judy Jeschke or Sandi Kane at  

“We make a living by what we get.  We make a life 
by what we give.” 
  - Sir Winston Churchill 
 
How can we increase our gifts of time, talent and 
treasures? 
 
1.  Start by writing a list of needs around you that 
you are uniquely able to help. 
2.  Write them in order of urgency or how compelled 
you feel about it. 
3.  List options on how you can help - focusing on 
what you can do. 
4.  Plan your schedule to sprinkle in these good 
deeds. 
5.  Journal it: How do you feel. What is the impact? 
6.  Re-evaluate it every month - can I do more or 
did I take on too much. 
7.  Pray 
 
There are many opportunities to give to Hope and 
the community during this time of year.  Check the 
Sunday bulletin and the Voice for more opportuni-

Stewardship                                   
ties to give of your time and talent. 
 
We have been given a challenge by a member of the 
congregation - they will match funds given (up to 
$10,000) that are given above and beyond our annual 
pledges. Can you give a little extra this 
year?  Remember to put ‘Challenge’ on the memo 
line of your check.   
 
We are most like God when we give because he gave 
us the ultimate gift - Jesus.  Give humbly, give gener-
ously, give 
frequently. 
 
In God’s 
grace, 
Jerilyn 
Struven, 
Stewardship 
Chairman 



HLCW Circles 

Lydia Circle is open to women of all ages and  
stages; Evening or weekend meetings; Our sched-
ule is flexible. Location: Hope Youth Room Contact:  
Heidi Waters  
 

Mary Circle 
3rd Tuesday of the month 10:00 am 
Location Varies 
Contact: Martha Welch 650-637-1475 
 

Sarah Circle 
3rd Tuesday of the month 10:00 am 
Location Varies 
Contact:  Lois Nieman 650-591-4372 

Celebrating birthdays in December 

Names in bold = our brothers/sisters turning 90-90+ years! 

Ron Johnson   
William Fischer  
Sally Worthge   
Diane Bare   
Linda Havenor   
Leena Tuohey   
May Fong   
Karen Reed   
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* = Friend of Congregation 

_ _ _ _ _Stitches & Ties x x x x x        

Helena Dummler  
Ryan McAuliffe  
Marlys Loveall   
Skip Dahl   
Timothy Helland  
Nina Amarandos          
Shafer Smith   
Michael Sallander  

Kevin McAuliffe  
Angamma Prasad  
Roger Childs   
Avnit Prasad   
Bill Hastings   
Katlin Kane   
Jerry Milner   

It’s a pleasure  to name the quilters who were active 
in the making of quilts for others  
during 2017. The Quilters Honor Roll: Angamma,, Bill 
and Margo,  Elaine,  Else, Erica,  
Jerilyn, Joan and Ruben, Lana, Louise, Marilyn, Mar-
lene,  Marlys,  May, Shirley and Verena! 
Honorable mention to all the quiet donors of prayers 
of encouragement, funds and countless yards  
of fabric to stimulate our creativity. 
 
The quilters assembly line will resume on Tuesday, 
January 9, 9am to 3pm. Please bring an 
Item for the traditional potluck soup.  Freshly baked 
bread may be available  The coffee will be 
hot,  the dessert delicious, and the company of pas-
tors and staff heartwarming during the 60-minute 
lunch break. 
 
Seven boxes containing 35 quilts and 32 fabric kits 
for Lutheran World Relief were delivered  
to Advent in Morgan Hill on October 21 by the  
Kannenberg’s.  Hope’s  LWR quilt and kit tracker  
ID is 102369. Visit LWR.org to follow the quilts and 
kits abroad.   
 
May these Advent weeks be 
spiritually stimulating, result-
ing in joyful sharing of our 
countless 
God-given gifts, from the 
quilters to all of 
HOPE.            



Date Theme Scripture 

December 3 Be Ready Mark 13:24-37 

December 10 John the Baptist Prepares the Way Mark 1:1-8 

December 17 John the Baptist Proclaims Jesus’ Coming John 1:6-8, 19-28 

December 24 Angels Visit Luke 1:26-38 

December 31 Jesus Is Born Luke 2:1-20 
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Date 
Assisting 

Ministers 

Communion 

Assistants 
Readers 

Spark 

Leaders 

12/3 

 
Don Hermansen 

Kirsten Severson 

Bill Fischer 
Doris Childs 

Jessica Stucke 

Emma Worthge 

12/10 Sandi Kane 
Bill Hroziencik 

Carole Setzer 
Jerilyn Struven 

Hank Harper 

Judy Jeschke 

12/17 Kirsten Severson 
Phil Gaal 

Marilyn Gaal 
Bill Hroziencik Ken Struven 

12/24 Skip Dahl 
Kirsten Severson 

John Dummler 
Skip Dahl Judy Jeschke 

12/31 Margo Kannenberg TBD Martha Welch 
Deb Stucke 

Rachael Stucke 

Ministry Assistants 

Spark Time Sunday School in November 

Children from Kindergarten thru Grade 6 

dismissed to Sunday School during Sending Hymn and 

join parents in Café Hope after approximately 30 minutes of study and activity. 



The holidays are such a busy time for families, but de-
spite the hustle and bustle, I hope that our youth will 
make time to get involved with our “church family” as 
we prepare for Christmas.  We have needs for a varie-
ty of talents and skills, so there is something for every-
one!!! 
 

Saturday December 2 is our church decorating day 
where we meet to prepare the sanctuary and Nielson 
Hall for Advent.  There are tasks for all ages and abili-
ties, so please join us!  On Saturday December 9, the 
Evangelism Committee will meet in the morning to dis-
tribute postcards to the neighborhood.  The committee 
requests youth to help with this effort, as the neighbor-
hood near church is quite hilly and young legs are 
helpful for navigating the hills and steep stairs! 
 

Sunday December 17 at 10am will be our Youth led 
worship.  There are a variety of roles to be filled for the 
worship such as Greeters, Readers, Acolytes, Special 
Music, and Ushers.  We hope all Hope youth will find a 
way to assist in this service.  Following the service will 
be our annual International Brunch.  To prepare for the 

Youth News                                 
brunch, we will meet on Saturday morning 
(December 16) to make lefse – an annual Hope tra-
dition.  We are seeking a variety of international 
dishes to fill out our menu, so please let me know if 
you have something to contribute. 

  

I am also excited to report that we have 3 youth 
(Emma, Erica, and Rachel) that have elected to at-
tend the ELCA National Youth Gathering in Hou-
ston, Texas in June 2018.  They will travel to Hou-
ston together with youth from St. Andrews (San 
Mateo), Good Shepherd (Burlingame), and Holy 
Trinity (San Carlos).  All contributions collected at 
our International brunch will be used to help defray 
the cost of attending this event. 

 

Your help is needed this holiday season! Please 
contact me if your family can help out with these ac-
tivities. 

 

Judy Jeschke 
Council Youth Chair 
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Join us on December 17! 

Youth Led Worship & International Brunch 

Youth will lead us in worship at our 10am Service 

Annual International Brunch to follow  

11am in Nielsen Hall 

(formerly Lefse Brunch) 

Don’t miss this annual holiday event at Hope featuring special music and assistance by our very talented 
Hope young people.  Following the service will be Brunch showcasing the diverse and delicious dishes 
from around the globe prepared in our Hope Family kitchens—and lefse will be available too! 
 

Proceeds from the brunch will go to support our youth attending the 2018 National Youth Gathering in 
Houston, TX. 

Please contact Sandi Kane or Judy Jeschke if you are available to prepare a brunch item 
or if your child is able to participate in our youth service. 



November 16, 2017 
 

What a wonderful response we had!  Jerry 
and I delivered a trunk full of yarn skeins to 
Yarnitudes Yarn Shop in Sebastopol.  They 
are the headquarters for knitters affected by 
the Sonoma/Napa Co. fires.  Your generosity 
is already in their hands, providing comfort 

and a sense of normalcy. 
 

Many thanks, Kris Brooks 
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November 13, 2017 
 

Dear Hope Lutheran Church, 
 

Thank you for your gift to Lutheran  Disaster Response. With this 
gift you are providing emotional and spiritual care, supplying 
emergency relief, and addressing long-term recovery. 
 

With your gifts you are making possible the support of unmet 
needs, the coordinating of volunteers in the United States through 
our local affiliates, and the promoting of disaster risk-reduction 
internationally, expanding knowledge and ability. 
 

Thank you for this gift and all your faithful generous gifts. Thank 
you for encouraging others to learn, act, pray and give with you. 
Thank you for living into God’s words of justice and mercy and for 
joining with the whole church to love and serve one another. 
 

In God’s grace, 
 

Rev. Daniel Rift 
Director, ELCA World Hunter and Disaster Appeal 

November 10, 2017 
 

Dear Hope Lutheran Church, 
 

We are incredibly grateful to the congregation of HELC! Your gift 
enables us to provide a safe environment to all the women, men 
and children who turn to CORA during their darkest time. We feel 
blessed! 
 

Thank you! 
 

Lynn Engel 
Director of Development & Communication, CORA 

November 14, 2017 
 

Dear Hope Lutheran Church, Staff, and Members: 
 

On behalf of the Down Syndrome Connection of the Bay Area 
(DSCBA), I would like to thank you all for your continuous sup-
port and generous donation. Surprisingly, two years ago we did 
not have any organized services or programs that were specific 
to our Down syndrome population. It wasn’t until we found sup-
porters like you who were willing to partner and open up your 
facilities that these services and programs became a possibility 
on the Peninsula. Because of your amazing support and gener-
osity, we successfully started a peer development class at your 
church in September this year. Since then we have been serving 
10 teens with various disabilities and abilities who are now build-
ing their confidence and improving their independent skills 
through various fun and interactive activities while creating long-
lasting friendships. 
 

We are very grateful for this wonderful partnership, and we look 
forward to seeing what the future holds for us as we continue to 
grow and expand our services and programs on the Peninsula. 
 

Julie Tang 
Program Manager, DSCBA 

November 10, 2017 
 

Dear Hope Lutheran Church, 
 

Thank you to all our great friends at Hope Evangelical Lutheran 
for your faith in our work! 
 

Bart A. Charlow, LMFT 
Chief Executive Officer, Samaritan House 

November 8, 2017 
 

Dear Friends, 
 

Thank you for your generous gift to Lutheran World Relief’s Quilt 
& Kit Shipping Fund! Your donation ensures that LWR Quilts and 
Kits get into the hands of people who need them most. 
 

On behalf of LWR, our partners and those we serve together, 
please accept my heartfelt thanks once more for your gift and all 
that it will do. 
 

Warm Regards, 
 

Daniel V. Speckhard 
President and CEO, Lutheran World Relief 

November 8, 2017 
 

Dear Hope Lutheran Church, 
 

Thank you! We received your gift to help make disciples in urban 
communities across America. 
 

Thank you for being a part of this important work of changing the 
lives of young adults from the urban centers of California. It is 
because of your partnership that these young men and women 
can transform their lives for God’s glory! 
 

Blessings, 
 

Dr. Alvin Sanders 
Interim President, World Impact 

November 5, 2017 
 

Dear Hope Lutheran Church, 
 

Thank you for your generous donation to The Rwanda School 
Project. As we work together on The Rwanda School Project, 
your support is deeply appreciated. We can change the world by 
offering quality education for a better tomorrow. 
 

Sincerely, 
 

Kathleen Ziegler 
Financial Secretary, The Rwanda School Project 

Dear Hope Lutheran Church, 
 

Thank you so very much for your generous donation to us here 
in LA! We feel so blessed and encouraged by your love and are 
so thankful. It is very encouraging to have my home church con-
tinue to love on my family and I am so thankful for your generos-
ity. We pray your Christmas season will be blessed! 
 

In Christ, 
 

Joseph + Michelle Butlig 
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BOOK CLUB  

 
 

The book club at Hope meets every first Thursday of the 

month, at 1:30 pm in the Fireside Room. This month’s 

book is Rescuing the Gospel by Erwin W. Lutzer. 

ADULT BIBLE STUDY Sundays at 11:45 

am 
 

Our Bible study class will meet after Café Hope in the 
educational building. 
 

The topic selected by the class is the book of Revela-
tion, the last book in the New Testament. This book 
has been controversial as well for other reasons. 
Some of the early church fathers did not want to  
include it in the canon of apostolic books that make 
up the New Testament. Luther did not think the book 
was helpful because of its obscurity. In any case, it 
will be an interesting challenge to wade through this 
book, and to try and discern its message to us. If It’s 
not to be understood as predictive, then how should 
we  
understand it?  
 

Hopefully, we will bring some clarity to all of this in a 
way that may give us some assurance of the fulfill-
ment of God’s promises of redemption. Everyone is 
invited to join us for this study.  See you all there.  
 
- Pastor Dan 

Men’s Breakfast 
The Men’s breakfast meets the first and third Sat-

urday of the each month in Nielsen Hall. Breakfast 

is served at 7:30 am and the study begins at 

around 8:00 am.  

Fall Confirmation Classes, 5 - 7pm   
 

Confirmation classes will be jointly hosted at    
Lutheran Church of the Good Shepherd, St.  

Andrews and Hope. The schedule is as follows: 
 

 

December 3—Good Shepherd 
 
 

Any questions, please contact Pastor Dan Severson. 

Christmas Worship Services 
Due to the fact that Christmas Eve Falls on a Sunday 
this year, we will not have a service on Christmas Day. 
We’ll have 3 service on Sunday, December 24th.  

Helping Our Neighbors In Need For Christmas 
We are collecting new, unwrapped 
toys again this year for Samaritan 
House's big Holiday event.  This an-
nual event provides toys for over 
2000 children in San Mateo County 
that need our help.  Monetary gifts 

can also be accepted and will be used for teen gift 
cards or toys in the greatest need.   Checks can be 
made out to Samaritan House.  Collection boxes for 
toys will be available in the Narthex on Sunday, 
November 26.  Last Sunday to accept dona-
tions:  Sunday, December 11." 

Decorating Hope for the Christmas season! 
In preparation for the Christmas season, 
we are looking for volunteers to help dec-
orate the sanctuary and Nielsen Hall for 
Christmas on Saturday, December 2nd. 
Please come at 9:00am and plan to help 
out as long as possible. 

Women’s Annual Christmas Potluck Dinner 
December 5th at 6pm is the Women’s Annual Christmas 

Potluck Dinner! Sign-up sheets will be on the patio today. 

Entertainment is the After Eight Women’s Vocal Group. 

 

 
Sunday, December 17th 

10:00am  Youth Service with International brunch 
 

Sunday, December 24th 
10:00am  Christmas Eve Service with communion 
 
5:00pm  Christmas Eve Service with carols and  
  Candles 
 
10:00pm  Christmas Eve Choral Service with  
  candles 
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  Sunday Worship at 10:00 AM 

  Sunday School at 11:00 AM 


