
D 
uring this penitent sea-
son of Lent we consid-
er once again the great 
love God has for us 

that led Jesus to suffer and die 
on our behalf gaining for us the 
unmerited and unlimited for-
giveness of his grace.  In his fa-
miliar words introducing the par-
able of “the unforgiving servant,” 
Jesus urges Peter and all who 

believe in him as Lord and Savior to go beyond the let-
ter of the law or Behavioral Covenants to unconditional 
love and forgiveness. 
    Talk about setting the bar high – this benchmark 
seems out of reach to us normal, imperfect human be-
ings.  I believe we all have some level of transgression 
against those we love, particularly our children, which 
we find “impossible” to forgive and forget. 
    Perhaps part of the problem is that Jesus did not 
instruct us to “forget” but to forgive.  Perhaps remem-
bering this brings the benchmark down from impossi-
ble to just really difficult. 
    On Transfiguration Sunday, I talked about the re-
wards of making the often times difficult trek to a 
mountain top experience.  The easiest route to the 
14,000 foot summit of Long’s Peak in the Colorado 
Rockies is a summer season, non-technical climb.  To 
say it is the easiest approach does not mean it is easy.  
Not everyone who sets their foot on the path makes it 
to the end.  About two-thirds of the way through the 
massive boulder field leading to the “Key Hole,” the 
gateway to the final trail segment to the actual summit, 
my legs were aching and it seemed as if I might be 
among those who started a journey I could not finish.  
My breathing was labored, it took a concentrated effort 
to make my legs move and each step seemed to bring 
me no closer to my goal.    
    Two of my daughters, Jenni and Joea, were on this 
climb and I considered calling out that I would just wait 
“here,” rest and rejoin them on their way back down.  I 

considered it, but that would waste some of the 
little breathe I had and force me to admit I couldn’t 
do something my daughters could even though at 
that time I would not be able to use my age as the 
legitimate excuse. 
    I stopped looking up at the Key, our future des-
tination which my mind had convinced me was 
beyond my reach, and I started looking simply at 
was with me now, the next boulder.  And so for 
the following eternity of an hour it was breathe, 
jump, look for the next boulder, breathe, jump, 
look for the next boulder until we were gathered at 
the Key Hole awaiting our turn to go through to 
the summit. 
    Maybe the leap to unconditional love and for-
giveness is beyond our imperfect grasp but per-
haps we can take a breath, say a prayer and leap 
into just one more act of forgiveness even if we 
can’t forget the transgression or perhaps espe-
cially if we can’t forget.  Then we just keep hop-
ping from one boulder of forgiveness to the next, 
one at a time, until we stand in the fulfilled pres-
ence of Christ and can look back to that boulder 
field of sins committed and received that is behind 
us forever.  
    Perhaps remembering the pain that others 
have caused us can lead us to remembering the 
pain we have all caused Jesus and lead us to for-
give them as he has forgiven us.  Certainly it is 
not easy but, with the help of the Holy Spirit, it is 
possible.  And through the Spirit it becomes pos-
sible even to leap to the most difficult boulder of 
all – forgiving ourselves so we can move on.  
 
 
          God Bless, 
          Pastor Eric 
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Pastor Paul’s Notes 
 

I 
 came across an article 
entitled “Easy Ways 
You Can Improve Your 
Memory Now” and who 

couldn’t use some assis-
tance with that?    Here are 
the suggestions:                                                                
#1 Paint a Mental Picture 
#2 Switch Things Up #3 
Talk to Yourself #4 Use It or 
Lose It #5 Don’t Be a Loner   
#6  Take a Walk   #7  Get a 

Good Night’s Sleep  
    The article asks this question –“Does the list of 
things you find yourself forgetting seem to grow 
longer by the day?” It goes on to state that neuro-
scientists have made great strides in unlocking the 
mysteries of why we forget….and they have identi-
fied techniques that help us to remember.  
    A related subject :  the KEY factors that enable 
people to enhance their mental and physical activi-
ty in later life. What are they? The “MacArthur 
Study” identified them as -  1- being engaged so-
cially and 2 – participating in faith communities. 
The study also discovered that life-style choices 
and NOT hereditary genes determine how well we 
age. It is really all about the decisions we make 
about how we choose to live and that decision 
leads to health or illness. 
 

              ****** 
The Dementia “Support Group” had a great begin-
ning in February. It will meet again the first 
Wednesday of each month (March 4), from 6:30 to 

7:30 pm. It meets in the Youth Room at Hope and 
is led by Elizabeth Landsverk, M.D., of “Elder Con-
sult Geriatric Medicine.” There is no cost. Please 
call to register at either 650-349-0100 or 650-357-
8834. 
   ****** 
“Single Seniors” will meet on Tuesday, March 3. 
We plan to go out to lunch first and then take a 
tour of the San Mateo County Historical Museum 
in Redwood City. Car- pool from church at 12:30 
pm. The restaurant will be “Alana’s” in Redwood 
City. 
On Thursday, March 19 we are going to be treated 
for lunch at “Nazareth Vista “ retirement home in 
Belmont. We will car-pool from church at noon. In 
addition to taking a tour of the facility, we will be 
doing some singing in their lobby! 
 

   ***** 
Thanks to Hank Harper for agreeing to serve as 
‘volunteer coordinator’ as we seek to provide min-
istry assistance to one another, matching up 
needs with resources.  The survey form that we 
have distributed provides data that helps us do 
that. Already we have been able to do some 
“matching” to enhance communication and day to 
day helps. If you haven’t filled it out , please take a 
few minutes and reflect on both your “needs” and 
“ways” you may assist. 
 

   ***** 
Coming in April:   Former mayor, Sue Lempert, will 
be our guest speaker. More information will be giv-
en concerning the place and venue. She will speak 
about “Quality of Life in our Communities.” 
 

   ***** 

Don’t forget to direct 

Thrivent Choice Dollars®  

    Grant funding from Thrivent Financial through its 

Thrivent Choice® program can help support organiza-

tions you care about. Don’t let designated Choice Dol-

lars expire.  

    Eligible Thrivent Financial members who have been 

designated Choice Dollars have until March 31, 

2015 to direct any remaining 2014 Choice Dol-

lars. Help support Hope Lutheran Church. Go to 

Thrivent.com/thriventchoice to learn more and 

find program terms and conditions. Or call 800-

847-4836 and say “Thrivent Choice” after the 

prompt. 
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D 
oes being the church matter? If it does, why 
and how do we as members of the Evangeli-
cal Lutheran Church in America make a dif-
ference in the world? 

    During the 4 remaining Wednesdays of Lent we con-
tinue to gather for Soup Supper in Nielsen at 6pm and 
adjourn to the Sanctuary at 7pm for Holden Evening 
Prayer with conversations inspired by Presiding Bishop 
Elizabeth Eaton’s emphases for our Church: 
 We are Lutheran -  Mar. 4   

 We are church together -  Mar. 11 

 We are church for the sake of the world -  Mar. 18 

 We are church in ecumenical relationships -  Mar. 25 

    These conversations on what the Church does and 
is will be bracketed before and after by what Jesus has 
done and who Jesus is: 
 Maundy Thursday, Apr. 2 - Jesus showed us God 

 Good Friday, Apr. 3 - Jesus is The Lamb of God 

 Easter Sunday. Apr. 5 - Jesus is Our Hope 

 8:30am and 10:30am 

from our Choirs Director                                  
Those Good Old Hymns 

D 
o you like to hear 
those “good old” 
hymns?  You will 
soon have an op-

portunity to hear some of 
those, and you could even 
sing them.  We will soon have 
a group of “Singing Sen-

iors” (name may change) who will be singing some of 
those favorites during a service, and you might even 
have a chance to sing along.  We are planning to re-
hearse some of the good oldies on the 1st Tuesday 
of each month when the Single Seniors have their 
regular meeting.  There are no requirements to sing 
in this group, we’re not asking you to be an accom-
plished singer, but just enjoy singing along. We’d love 
to have you come and sing with us.  We will plan to 
meet the next time on Tuesday, March 3rd at 11:00 in 

the choir room prior to going on the outing of the 
day plus having lunch out. 
 

Festival choir                                                       
We invite you to join the Chancel Choir to form a 
Festival choir to sing Good Friday and/or East-
er.  For the Good Friday service this year, we will be 
singing several anthems that fit the Good Friday 
theme.  On Easter we will be doing several Joyful 
pieces.  We always need more voices, and this is a 
perfect time to get involved. This would be a short 
time commitment and give you the chance to  warm 
up those vocal chords without promising to devote a 
huge chunk of your time for the rest of your life. 
Choir rehearsals are Wednesday evenings at 7:45 
right after the Wednesday Lenten services.  The 
reward is the joy you get from the music and the 
fellowship.                 
                           Shirley Fitzgerald 

 

 Easter Lilies 
 Donate Lilies for $8 each to beautify our sanctu-
ary during the Easter season.  Forms will be in the 
weekly  bulletins as well as in the  Narthex. 

O 
ur popular Church History Class con-
tinues with more sessions on The 
“Heroes of the Faith.”  This is a great 
adult fellowship and faith gathering 

that meets in the Youth Room from 10am to 
Noon on the Second Thursday.  No experience 
or preparation is necessary. Come join us and 
bring a friend. 

 March 12: RUDY 

 April 9: OUR PEOPLE - The Salvation Army 

 May 14: MEET THE ROBERTSONS (Duck 

Dynasty) 
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Stewardship                                    

10 Stewardship Principles 

1. Respond gratefully to what God has first given 
us. All that we do is a response to God’s grace. Eve-
rything we are, have, and use comes from God. Best 
of all, God gives the gift of Jesus Christ and the com-
munity of believers. It all begins with God. Our con-
fession of faith in Jesus Christ as our Lord and Savior 
is not of our doing. Grateful stewards put God First. 
“but they gave themselves first to the Lord.”           
2 Corinthians 8:5  
 
2. Obey responsibly to glorify God as a faithful proc-
lamation of God’s word. We acknowledge our faith 
and show our faith in the gospel for the glory of God 
and for the building up of the body of Christ. This 
takes courage. It involves our life-long obedience, in-
cluding the ways we treat our families, others, and 
ourselves. 
“...you glorify God by your obedience to the con-
fession of the gospel of Christ.”   
2 Corinthians 9:13 
 
3. Sacrifice proportionately as Christ sacrificed for 
us. For our sake Jesus gave up everything to make 
us rich through the cross and resurrection. We are 
called to sacrifice so others may share in God’s word 
and blessings.  
“...gave according to their means, and even be-
yond  their means.” 2 Corinthians 8:3 
 
4. Give willingly as moved by the Holy Spirit. We 
have been prepared to give of ourselves. We give our 
time, talents, and resources freely.  
“For, as I can testify, they voluntarily gave…”       
2 Corinthians 8:3 
 
5. Share abundantly as we have received. The pur-
pose of these gifts is for the good of the community of 
God. We give to build up the body of Christ. We use 
and share our gifts for the benefit of all.  
“...and God is able to provide you with every 
blessing in abundance, so that by always having 
enough of everything, you may share abundantly 
in every good work.” 2 Corinthians 9:8 
 
6. Give proportionately is our way of giving in rela-
tion to our abundance. We are to give according to 
our “means,” not according to an income or a budget. 
 

“if the eagerness is there, the gift is acceptable 
according to what one has—not according to 
what one does not have,” 2 Corinthians 8:12 
 
7. Commit intentionally means making a statement 
about your intent and following through. As members 
in the body of Christ, we are asked to make a com-
mitment of our time, talents, and resources as a faith-
ful response to God and as a statement of support 
for God’s work.  
“...arrange in advance for this bountiful gift that 
you have promised.” 2 Corinthians 9:5 
 
8. Contribute regularly means practicing our stew-
ardship on a daily basis. By doing so this becomes a 
lifestyle. Paul instructs us: “On the first day of eve-
ry week, each of you is to put aside and save 
whatever extra you earn.” 1 Corinthians 16:2 
 
9. Live genuinely means putting your faith into ac-
tion. This is the tangible demonstration of what is sin-
cerely on our hearts and where our treasure is, not 
simply a verbal expression. The Macedonians set an 
example that Paul called to the attention of the Corin-
thians.  
“I am testing the genuineness of your love 
against the earnestness of others.” 2 Corinthians 
8:8 
 
10. Accept a challenge means recognizing the dy-
namic nature of our faith. As our faith grows so will 
our blessings, and our responsibilities. Paul writes, 
“...the one who sows sparingly will also reap 
sparingly, and the one who sows bountifully will 
also reap bountifully.”  2 Corinthians 9:6 
 
Our role as God’s stewards is one of many dimen-
sions - grateful, responsible, self-sacrificing, willing, 
sharing, proportionate, committed, regular, genuine, 
and challenged. By generously giving of ourselves, 
we discover joy in Christ.  
       “...you must give as you have made up your 
mind, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for 
God loves a cheerful giver.” 2 Corinthians 9:7  
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HLCW Circles 
Priscilla Circle 
3rd Tuesday of the month 9:30am  
Location Varies 
Contact: Joan Cleven 650-593-9896  
 
Mary Circle 
3rd Tuesday of the month 9:30am 
Location Varies 
Contact: Martha Welch 650-637-1475 

Sarah Circle 
3rd Tuesday of the month 10am 
Location Varies 
Contact:  Elis Nielsen 650-341-8144 
 
Lydia Circle is open to women of all ages and 
stages; Evening or weekend meetings; Our  
schedule is flexible. 
Location: Hope Youth Room 
Contact:  Heidi Waters heidiwaters@yahoo.com 

               Celebrating birthdays in March  

Pat Duvall   

Devra Dallman  

Eric Grimsby   

Olivia Voos   

Sandra Barocio  

Doris Childs   

Quinta Ekong   

Nancy Kehl   

Liisa Schroeder  

Marcia Coyne   

Jason Jung   

Richard Green   

Brandon Blundell  

Soren Voss    

Patricia Lionberger  

Rachael Stucke  

Pauline Timm   

Janice Pedden  

Jerilyn Struven  

Marsha Ackerman  

Christopher Bravo  

Brenda Shields  

 
Preschool Corner 
March 2015 

 

W 
ho would believe we 
live in sunny Califor-
nia. We took ad-
vantage of the crazy 

weather and learned about the 
cycle of water, how tornado’s 
work, seeing the effects of the 
wind (cleaning up the playground) 
and the clothes we need to wear 
to keep warm-  always a teaching 

moment here at Hope.   
 

Erik Noecker   

Bengt Sandberg  

Carolyn Worthge  

Don Hermansen  

Ciera Dahl   

Jeanette Engelhardt  

Susan Hoffheins  

Donald Neumann  

Lisa Sallander   

Hayley Haas   

Jeffery Struven 

Of course, March will have the lepre-
chaun’s visiting once again as well as pre-
paring for Easter. 
The children are learning songs to sing at 
their Easter performance as well as a spe-
cial song for the Sunday service on March 
22nd. 
 
Wishing you all stay well and have sunny 
days ahead.     
 
Blessings, Jeanne 
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Youth Activities 

 gets green as we go for the gold 
- the leprechaun pot of gold that 
is. All 3rd through 6th graders are 
invited to gather in the Youth 
Room from 6-7:30pm on Sunday, 

March 22 to go a little Irish as we enjoy some fun 
fellowship and snacks with a St. Patrick’s Day twist. 
Get into the spirit by wearing something green.          
    As always, friends are welcome; the more the 
merrier! 
  
 

Grades 7-12 Hope Event 
A Day at the Boardwalk - rescheduled 
Saturday, March 28 

A 
number of youth expressed interest in this 
event but could not make the previous 
date.  So we rescheduled for March.  We 
gather in Hope’s parking lot at 9am to 

head to the Santa Cruz Beach Boardwalk.  We start 
off with a round of their fun mini golf course followed 
by lunch and then burn off some calories in a Laser 
Tag session.  If time permits you can get in line for a 
ride or two. We’ll head back to church at 3pm and 
should arrive about 4:30pm. 
    Cost is $5 for Mini Golf and $5 for Laser Tag. So 
bring $10 cash plus whatever you might want to 
spend on lunch and rides.  You could also bring a 
sack lunch if you wish. 
    Let Pastor Eric know by Sunday, March 22 if you 
and any friends plan to attend. 
 

Grades 7-12 Extravaganza Event 
Sun. March 15 
(With Immanuel, Los Altos and  other churches) 
 

J 
oin youth from around the Peninsula for a 
tasty BBQ with hamburgers, hot dogs, and 
other great snacks.  A variety of fun group 
games will make this a fun evening of laugh-

ter and friendship.  We close with a devotion and 
information on all of the fun Summer events that will 
be coming up.  Friends are welcome. 
    We depart Hope’s parking lot for Los Altos at 
4:30pm and return about 8pm. 
   Let Pastor Eric or the office know by Wednesday, 
March 11 if you are participating. 
 

Grades 9 and older Servant Event 

Aug. 2-8: Mexico Mission  

T 
hose who participated in this event last 
summer had an inspiring and fun-filled ex-
perience.  This is a great opportunity to live 
our ELCA motto of “God’s Work Our 

Hands.”  What a joy it is to join together and help a 
family or families who indeed are not as fortunate as 
we are materially but who often are so filled spiritual-
ly that our time with them becomes a blessing to us. 
    More information will be coming about cost and 
schedule details.  If you are interested or have ques-
tions, please contact Pastor Eric or Council Youth 
Chair, Tom Stucke.  The sooner we have an idea of 
how many are interested the better. 
 
 

 

 

 

 

Summer Day Camp/VBS 
Jointly sponsored by St. Andrew's Lutheran Church 
and Hope Lutheran Church 
 

Dates:  July 20-24, 2015 Monday - Thursday   
9:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m. and Friday, 9a.m. - Noon 
 

Location:  St. Andrew's Lutheran Church, 1501 S. 
El Camino Real, San Mateo, CA  94402 
 

Times:  9a.m.-3:00 pm  (Parents of Pre-schoolers 
may choose to pick them up at noon) 
 

Cost:   
Pre-school (age 4+, must be potty trained)  
      9a.m. - 3pm  $75 
Pre-school (age 4+, must be  potty trained)  
      9 a.m. - noon $50 
K-6th Grade  9 a.m.-3pm   $75 
2nd child in a family $50 
 

Registration forms can be 
downloaded from each church 
website.  Hard copies of the 
forms are available in each 
church office as well.  
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Dear Pastor Ackerman: 
 

Today, Hope Evangelical Lu-
theran Church helped ease the 
burdens of hunger, poverty, and 
homelessness for San Mateo 
County’s most vulnerable resi-
dents. On behalf of the board 
and staff of Samaritan House, 

I’d like to thank you for Hope Evangelical Lutheran 
Church’s in-kind donations, on behalf of Helena 
Dummler, of Playskool Sesame Street Elmo Train 
Set, received on 12/20/2014 from Amazon.com and a 
Green Toys Tea Set, a Green Toys Shape Sorter, a 
Melissa & Doug Wooden Train Set, and 2 Melissa & 
Doug Blocks Sets,  received on 12/20/2014 from Am-
azon.com.  
 For over 40 years, we have supported our 
neighbors with programs and services including tem-
porary shelter, medical and dental clinics, food distri-
bution, counseling and referrals. We simply couldn’t 
do it without you. Because of generosity like yours, we 
are able to serve over 12,000 very low-income individ-
uals each year. 
 Our clients face many challenges each day 
and we are here to help them where we can, in what-
ever ways we can. Last year, we started our Financial 
Empowerment Program, and today our participating 
clients are learning the skills and tools they need to 
achieve greater financial stability. Your generosity 
eases the burden of poverty and makes opportunities 
like this possible.  

 Thank you for partnering with us to pro-
vide support, care and hope to our neighbors in 
need. 
 
Sincerely, 
Bart A. Charlow, LMFT 
Chief Executive Officer 
SAMARITAN HOUSE 
  
     
 

Thank you for giving so generously to Lutheran 
Disaster Response. Your support of this ministry 
helps our church respond to the needs of our 
neighbors in the long work of recovery. 
   
Thank you! 
Lynda Minnich 
ELCA Lutheran Disaster Response 

 

 

Don’t forget March 8 is 
Daylight  savings 



~March 2015 ~ 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 

10am Worship 

11am Cafe 

Hope 

2 

9:30am Aerobics 

9:30am Women 

Leaders Bible 

Study 

10am HLCW 

Planning Com-

mittee Mtg. 

7:30pm AA* 

  

3 

12pm Staff 

          Meeting 

  

12:30pm  Single 

Seniors –Museum 

& Lunch Outing 

4 

9:30am Aerobics 

3:45pm Preschool 

             Board Mtg. 

6:30pm Elder Con-

sult Geriatric Med 

“Support Group” 

6pm  Soup Supper 

6:30pm Bells 

7pm Lenten Service 

7:45pm Choir 

5 

  
  

7pm Evangelism 

Committee 
  
7pm Simon & 

Elise Wedding 

Rehearsal* 

  
  

6 

9:30am Aerobics 

  

8pm      AA* 

7 

7:30am  Men’s 

Breakfast 

  

10am Simon & 

Elise Wedding* 
  

8 Daylight 
    Savings Time 

10am Worship 

11am Cafe 

Hope 

9 

9:30am Aerobics 
  
  

7:30pm AA* 
  

10 

9am  Quilters 

  

11:15am 

        Preschool 

        Chapel 

  

  

11 

9:30am Aerobics 

3pm Preschool 

        Chapel 

6pm  Soup Supper 

6:30pm Bells 

7pm Lenten Service 

7:45pm Choir 
  

12 

10am Church 

          History 

          Class 
  
6pm Task Force 

  

7pm   Council 

          Mtg. 

13 

9:30am Aerobics 

  

8pm      AA* 

14 
  

15 

  

10am Worship 

11am Café 

Hope 

  

1pm   Estonian 

          Church* 
  
4:30pm Youth 

Extravaganza 

16 

9:30am Aerobics 

  

7:30pm AA* 

17 

9:30am  Mary 

              Circle 

9:30am  Priscilla 

              Circle 

10am     Sarah 

              Circle 
  

12pm     Staff 

              Meeting 
  

18 

9:30am Aerobics 
  

6pm  Soup Supper 

6:30pm Bells 

7pm Lenten Service 

7:45pm Choir 

19 

9am Peninsula 

        Quilters 
  
12:30pm  Single 

Seniors Lunch 

Outing at Naza-

reth Vista 
  

20 
  
9:30am Aerobics 

  

8pm      AA* 

21 
  
7:30am Men's 

Breakfast 

22 

10am Worship 

11am Cafe 

Hope 

6pm The Rock 

23 
  

9:30am Aerobics 

  

7:30pm AA* 

24 
  

9am  Quilters 

  
  

25 
  

9:30am Aerobics 
  

6pm  Soup Supper 

6:30pm Bells 

7pm Lenten Service 

7:45pm Choir 

26 

  

27 
  
9:30am Aerobics 

  

8pm      AA* 

28 

  

9am Carpool to 

Santa Cruz 

Boardwalk 

(Youth Event) 
  

29 

10am Worship: 

Palm Sunday 

11am Cafe 

Hope 

30 

9:30am Aerobics 

  

7:30pm AA* 

  

31 *= Outside 

    Organization 

      


