
T 
wo Bible passages have 
been on my mind as I con-
templated my writing to you 

this month.  First is the familiar 
thought from “the Teacher” as we 
know him in our Men’s Breakfast 
Study -- For everything there is a 
season, and a time for every mat-
ter under heaven ( Ecclesiastes 
3:1).  The second is from the 
Apostle Paul’s opening words in 

his first letter to the Corinthians -- I give thanks to my 
God always for you because of the grace of God that 
has been given you in Christ Jesus, for in every way 
you have been enriched in him, in speech and 
knowledge of every kind— just as the testimony of 
Christ has been strengthened among you— so that 
you are not lacking in any spiritual gift as you wait for 
the revealing of our Lord Jesus Christ. (I Corinthians 
1:4-7) 
    These passages have weighed upon me because of 
the difficult discernment I needed to make that this is 
the season in which it is time for me to retire.   
    The following is the text of the letter I presented to 
the Church Council and Bishop Holmerud : 
 
Dear Members of Hope Evangelical Lutheran Church, 
 

After long and prayerful consideration, I believe the 
Holy Spirit has led me to know it is time for me to retire 
as Senior Pastor here at Hope Lutheran and from full-
time active ministry in our Evangelical Lutheran Church 
in America.  My retirement will be effective as of July 1, 
2015, with June 28 as my last Sunday to lead worship 
with you. 
 

This indeed has not been an easy decision because it 
is such a joy for me to serve as your Pastor.  Marsha 
and I have loved living among you here in this beauti-
ful, special part of God’s creation.  When we first set 
our feet on the path of ordained ministry in 1973, we 
could not have contemplated how quickly the forty-two 

years we traveled that path, especially these last 
eight and a half years at Hope, would come to an 
end.  Nor did we anticipate how many loving rela-
tionships and life experiences it would be our priv-
ilege to share in such diverse settings with broth-
ers and sisters in Christ. 
 

Certainly it was the Call Committee’s hope, and 
mine, that our time together would be one of re-
covery and renewal, reconnecting with previous 
members and attracting new members to grow 
our ministry.  That dream of once again becoming 
a larger congregation has not happened.  Howev-
er, there has been spiritual growth that I pray you 
have also sensed as we’ve worked together to 
encourage and support our mutual ministry as a 
church family, even as we’ve become more open 
to the possibilities of cooperative ministry beyond 
the physical walls of our beautiful campus. 
 

I believe Hope is in a better place, prepared by 
the Spirit, to utilize the new gifts of your next pas-
tor—not only to sustain and continue your spiritual 
growth but also to help you become an even 
greater blessing to God’s kingdom.  Remember—
God is good all the time . . . All the time God is 
good. 
 
Peace and love, 
  Pastor Eric 
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Pastor Paul’s Notes 

S 
ingle Seniors will meet on 
Tuesday, May 5, in Niel-
sen Hall. Since it is Cinco 

de Mayo, you are invited to 
bring your favorite Mexican 
dish, for a grand pot luck. Cele-
bra con comida Mexicana!  
Come at 12:30 and following 
the meal, we will have a variety 
of games.  All are welcome! 
    

 *********** 
IGS (Inter-Generational Services) is sponsoring our 
2nd Forum on May 22, to take place at the Silicon 
Valley Community Foundation Large Conference Rm
(114), from 9:30 am – 12:30 pm. The theme will be: 
 FAMILY FORUM-TAKING CARE OF LOVED ONES 

from our Choirs Director                                   

O 
nce again during 
Lent, Holy Week, 
and Easter our musi-

cians have worked hard and 
provided Hope Church with 
inspiring and thoughtful mu-
sic. The Bells of Hope, the 
Chancel Choir, and Douglas 
Franks all spent many hours 
learning and polishing mu-
sic. We were pleased to al-

so have Sharon and Larry Rice joining us as 
guests in our choir, and as always, we appreciate 

LEGACY GIVING 

Many of us have “Living Trusts” but do we review 
them regularly? One important reason for the review 
is to possibly make changes in our “gift-giving.” We 
want to make a difference and benefit causes that 
we espouse. We can also consider ways to give that 
can be tax-wise and also provide us with income. If 
you wish more information, call the office. 

A variety of resources together with several care-
giving agencies will be there. Members of Hope are 
particularly invited, as we are presenting these 
events to the community in celebration of our 60th 
anniversary! (Flyers are available in the office:  
Please spread the word)  
 

  *********** 

“Courage is not the absence of fear; It is acting in-
spite of it.” (Mark Twain) It reminds of the book, 
Courage To Think Differently. It was used as a basis 
for a conference I attended in February. The book is 
available in the office, and perhaps could be used to 
guide study sessions in the future. 

the talent of our two trumpet players. 
 Although many of us are looking forward to having 
some well deserved time off during the summer, we 
are still hard at work and will continue to provide mu-
sic through June. I will be looking forward to having 
special music during July and August and will be con-
tacting you to schedule your special day. More about 
that in the next “Voice”. 
  

Thanks to all, 
 

Shirley Fitzgerald, Choirs Director  
MowgliII@aol.com 
Shirleyhelc@pacbell.net 

April 7th Inter-Generational Services (IGS) 
forum with Sue Lempert (former mayor and 

council member of San Mateo 

GOSPEL DRAMA (April 12th)— “Mark’s Song” 
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All Youth Outing 

Grades 3-12 

Santa Cruz Boardwalk 
Saturday, May 16, 9:30am-4pm 

T 
hird time is the charm!  This time the event 
will be for all youth from the Rock, Confir-
mation, and Sr. High. We leave from 

Hope’s parking lot at 9:30am and return about 
4pm.  We start off with a round of the fun mini 
golf course followed by lunch and then burn off 
some calories in a Laser Tag session.  If time 
permits you can get in line for a ride or two. We’ll 
head back to church at 3pm. 
    Cost is $5 each for Mini Golf and Laser Tag. 
So bring $10 cash plus whatever you might want 
to spend on lunch and rides.  You could also 
bring a sack lunch if you wish. 
    You must let Pastor Eric know by Sunday, May 
9th if you and any friends plan to attend. 

  

Grades 9 and older Servant Event 

Aug. 2-8: Mexico Mission  

T 
his is an exciting way to live our ELCA 
motto of “God’s Work Our Hands.”  What a 
joy to join together and help a families who 

indeed are not as fortunate as we are materially 
but who often are so filled spiritually that our time 
with them becomes a blessing to us. 
     We did not receive the registration information 
from Immanuel in time for this month’s Voice. If 
you are interested, please contact the Office or 
Council Youth Chair, Tom Stucke.   

Social Concerns 

T 
ogether with our support 
congregations, Team 
Hope wrapped up a busy 

week hosting Home and Hope 
on March 29. We welcomed four 
young families whose members 
include a one-month old baby 
and his parents who are so en-
chanted by his coos that they 
can’t help but be filled with joy 
and hope. To all who support 

Home and Hope with your time, contributions, and 
prayers, thank you for sharing your love and bounty. 
You provide so much to our guests. We wish to give 
special thanks and acknowledgement to Joan 
Cleven, who has volunteered consistently for years, 
often for multiple nights during our hosting weeks, 
and now is stepping away from her service to this 
ministry. Our appreciation also goes to all the volun-
teers who contributed their time in March: Hank Har-
per and Judy Jeschke, who both signed up twice to 
help out, Phil Gaal, Marilyn Johnson, Marlys Jun-
groth, Verena Brauen, Elaine Dummler, Jerilyn 
Struven, Jerry Brooks (with Kris in spirit!), Nancy 
Kehl, the Sallander family, Karin Pickard, and all the 
“Laundry Angels.” 
     Home and Hope will soon undergo a change in 
their leadership. At the start of June, Raj Rambob, 
who has led the program as executive director for six 
years, will leave to bring his talents serving the com-
munity to new endeavors. Raj has been a strong and 
resourceful leader, carrying the program through 
great financial difficulties. He will be replaced by Meg 
Clark, the current volunteer coordinator. Although 
Meg joined the Home and Hope staff only in Novem-
ber last year, she brings a lot of experience in case 
management and leadership. Please pray for Raj and 
Meg as they assume their new roles.  
     We now take a summer hiatus and will re-
sume hosting 
in the fall. Our 
remaining 
hosting weeks 
this year are 
September 20
-26 and No-
vember 8-14.  

Confirmation Retreat 
“Nerf the Bucket” game 
time. 
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Stewardship                                    

Stewardship is about money, but it is 
not ONLY about money 
 

The depth and breadth of stewardship theology – by the 
Rev. Michael Meier 
 

Introduction  The breadth and depth pf stewardship 
theology leads us to appeal to one another to discover 
lives of meaning and purpose, stewardship lives, as 
we: 
 

 Engaged in worship of God and as we honor God’s 
plan 

 Gather to encourage and support one another in a 
living organism, the Body of Christ 

 Make a difference in the world through service to 
people and care of creation 

 Teach behaviors which free us from bondage to 
money 

 Teach behaviors which allow us to discover the 
spiritual value of generosity 

 Teach behaviors of giving modeled on the giving of 
Jesus 

 Teach behaviors of giving which trust in the abun-
dance of God  

 

The otherness of God  Stewardship theology be-
gins with a basic understanding of the “otherness” of 
God. We begin by acknowledging that God is, by defi-
nition, beyond our comprehension. God is not only be-
yond our comprehension, but in essence “totally other.”                                                                                      
       Our foundational awareness of the Holy One  
occurs when we recognize that we are submerged and 
overwhelmed in our own nothingness. The Holy One is 
felt as objective and outside ourselves. 
       In response, our natural emotion is one of fear. 
But, in this context it is an emotional response wholly 
distinct from being afraid. Rather, it is more the experi-
ence of awe which overwhelms mind, body and spirit 
as we realize God’s presence. 
       In Isaiah 6, the prophet experienced God in a man-
ner we try to capture in the words of the hymn “Holy, 
Holy, Holy.” There is an absolute overpoweringness 
which compels in us a feeling of religious humility. 
What we experience as a fullness of power is in fact a 
fullness of being. The great “I Am” fills all in all. There is 
an urgency, an energy, which pervades this Being and 
which transcends all other energies known to human-
kind.  
       Though sensed, felt and perceived by us, this 

Wholly Other remains “mysterious,” essentially  
unknowable and unable to be named by us. We 
are drawn to and fascinated by, but we cannot  
apprehend or comprehend, this Holy One. 
 

Creator and creature  Our faith and reason tell 
us that the Holy One has brought all things into ex-
isting, not out of any necessity, but by choice. We  
believe that what has been created serves some 
purpose for God. We understand ourselves as 
creatures of the Creator. 
 

God’s plan revealed  Without God’s revelation 

of God’s self in history, we would only know God as 
hidden. God, however, has not chosen to remain 
hidden. Stewardship theology which begins with 
sense of the awesome godliness of God continues 
with an understanding that God has indeed re-
vealed purpose and visions to humankind.  
       The account in Exodus of Moses before the 
burning bush illustrates this. The mysterious and 
awesome Presence who tells Moses to remove the 
shoes from his feet because he is standing on holy 
ground reveals a Name, a history (“I am the God of 
Abraham, Isaac and Jacob”) and a visionary pur-
pose (“Go! Tell Pharaoh to let my people go!”).  
       We believe the Bible reveals God’s purposes 
and visions to humankind. God’s activity in the Old 
Testament through the faith community of Israel 
reveals God as one who is intimately concerned 
with the wellbeing of God’s creation. God’s activity 
revealed in the New Testament through the life and 
teaching of Jesus Christ further unfolds God’s pur-
poses and visions.  
 

The will of God  The testimony of scripture is 

that it is God to draw people back to God through 
faith, itself a gift of God’s grace. A Lutheran under-
standing of salvation holds this work to be central 
to God’s will. At the same time, redemption is not 
God’s only work. A creedal understanding of God’s 
nature and purpose must also value the creating, 
restoring, sanctifying, protecting elements of God’s 
work.  
 To be continued in June Voice... 
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HLCW Circles 
Priscilla Circle 
3rd Tuesday of the month 9:30am  
Location Varies 
Contact: Joan Cleven 650-593-9896  
 
Mary Circle 
3rd Tuesday of the month 9:30am 
Location Varies 
Contact: Martha Welch 650-637-1475 

Sarah Circle 
3rd Tuesday of the month 10am 
Location Varies 
Contact:  Elis Nielsen 650-341-8144 
 
Lydia Circle is open to women of all ages and 
stages; Evening or weekend meetings; Our  
schedule is flexible. 
Location: Hope Youth Room 
Contact:  Heidi Waters heidiwaters@yahoo.com 

               Celebrating birthdays in May 

Bryan Rianda   

Niels Voss 

Lois Kornahrens  

Claire Owens 

John Truscelli   

Doug Kannenberg  

Edem Ekong   

Julie McAuliffe   

Gisela Han   

Kai-Erik Schroeder  

Louise Fischer   

Preschool Corner 
May 2015 

A 
pril was full of special days.  
Sports Day, Crazy Hair Day, 
and Silly Dress Day to name a 
few brought smiley faces and 

joy to the children and teachers.  
 
We are looking forward to Family Night 
in May with our theme “Under the Big 
Top”. 

 
We are winding down the school year and  
celebrating summer birthday’s as well as 
preparing for graduation. 
   

Names in bold = our brothers/sisters turning 90-90+ years! 

Lois Florea   

Christine Dominge  

Warren Struven  

David Schoch   

Ian Colgan   

Marlys Jungroth  

William Drieslein  

Lisa Green   

Rosemarie Nickel  

Trudy Gamborg  

Philip Gaal   

Mackenzie Mesa  

Erica Lin   

Debbie Wagner  

Nikolaus Grimsby  

Leroy Rockafellar  

Barbara Blundell  

Jerry Nabhan   

Kailen Sallander  

Ruben Cleven   

Ruth Lillo   

Wishing all our little ones success and best 
wishes as they are moving on with exciting  
adventures ahead. 
 
Happy summer to each of you, see you in 
September.  
 
Blessings,  
Jeanne 
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 Women’s Spring Luncheon                                   
Saturday, May 2, 2015 12 noon   

Tickets $12 

J 
oin us as we celebrate women with a very 
special program recognizing and celebrating 

the nurturing roles of all women.  Daughters 
of the Lord will be presented by internation-

ally known singer, dramatist, songwriter, storyteller 
and recording artist, Sam Kauffman.  The afternoon 
also features an opportunity to learn about accesso-
rizing with a scarf!  

Saturday, June 27                       
San Jose Giants Baseball - Game time:  5 p.m.           

Join us for San Jose Giants Baseball and Barbeque. 
This team is a CLASS A advanced affiliate of the SF 
Giants.   

    The park is INCREDIBLE and perfect for a fun-
filled evening for ALL ages. Take in the great times 
at the ballpark and enjoy delicious mouth-watering 
BBQ food and AFTER THE GAME FIREWORKS!!!   

    We need to have a rough estimate of how many 
people will attend – so that we can ensure we 
have enough tickets for everyone who wants to 
join us.   

    Please sign up on the breezeway or in Nielsen 
Hall. More information will follow. Go to 
www.sjgiants.com to check out the park. Sandi 
Kane at 650-572-9722 if you have questions.  

Contact the office if you have not already registered. 

Sunday, May 3 
Cinco De Mayo 

Party 

Y 
ou are cordially invited to our annual Cinco de 
Mayo Celebration Sunday, May 3 at 5:00 pm 
in Nielsen Hall. Come in Mexican attire, if you 

have it. We’ll celebrate with Games, Piñatas, Races, 
and Mexican music. Fun for all! 

Special Events 

http://www.sjgiants.com
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CLASS A       
ADVANCED 
AFFILIATE 

Summer Day Camp/VBS 

Faith-filled Fun 
Jointly sponsored by St. Andrew's and Hope Lutheran Church with staff from Mt. Cross 

 

Dates:  July 20-24, 2015  
     Monday - Thursday 9:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m.*  

     Friday, 9a.m. - Noon 
* (Parents of Pre-schoolers may choose to pick them up at noon) 

 

Location:  St. Andrew's, 1501 S. El Camino Real, San Mateo, CA  94402 
 

Cost:   
Pre-school (age 4+, must be potty trained)  

  9a.m.- 3pm  $75  or  9 a.m.- noon $50 
K-6th Grade  9 a.m.-3pm   $75 

2nd child in a family $50 
 

Registration forms available on our website or from the office. 



~May 2015 ~ 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

          1 

9:30am Aerobics 

6:30pm 1st Com-
munion Rehears-
al/bread baking 

8pm      AA* 

2 

7:30am  Men’s 
Breakfast 
  
12pm Women’s 
Spring Luncheon 
  

3 
  
10am Worship: 
1st Communion 
     Sunday 

11am Cafe 
Hope 

4 
  
9:30am Aerobics 
  
  
7:30pm AA* 
  

5 
12pm  Staff 
           Meeting 

12:30pm Single 
               Seniors 
  

6 

9:30am Aerobics 
6:30pm Elder Con-
sult Geriatric Med 
“Support Group” 

6:45pm Bells 

7:45pm Choir 

7 
  
  
7pm Evangelism 
        Committee 
  
  
  

8 
  

9:30am Aerobics 

  

8pm      AA* 

9 
  

10 Mother’s Day 

  
10am Worship 
11am Café 
Hope 

  
  
  

11 
  
9:30am Aerobics 
  
9:30am Women 
Leader’s Bible 
Study 
  
7:30pm AA* 

12 

9am  Quilters 
  
11:15am Pre-
school Chapel 
  
  

13 
  
9:30am Aerobics 

3pm Preschool 

        Chapel 

6:45pm Bells 

7:45pm Choir 

14 
  
  
6pm Task Force 
  
7pm   Council 
          Mtg. 

15 
  
9:30am Aerobics 

  

8pm      AA* 

16 
  
7:30am Men's 
Breakfast 

17 

  

10am Worship 

11am Cafe 
Hope 
  
1pm   Estonian 
          Church* 

18 
  
9:30am Aerobics 

  

7:30pm AA* 

19 
  
9:30am  Mary 
              Circle 

9:30am  Priscilla 

              Circle 

10am     Sarah 
              Circle 
  
12pm     Staff 

              Meeting 

20 
  
9:30am Aerobics 
  
  

  

6:45pm Bells 

7:45pm Choir 

21 
  
9am Peninsula 

        Quilters 
 

12:30pm Single 
               Seniors 

  

22 
  
9:30am Aerobics 

  

8pm      AA* 

23 
  
  
  
  
6pm Confirmation 
        Rehearsal 

24 

10am Worship: 
       Confirma-
tion 
       Sunday 

11am Cafe 
Hope 
  

25 Memorial Day - 
        Office Closed 

9:30am Aerobics 

  

7:30pm AA* 
  

26 

9am  Quilters 

  

27 
  
9:30am Aerobics 
  
  
6:45pm Bells 
7:45pm Choir 

28 29 
  
9:30am Aerobics 

  
8pm      AA* 

30 

31 

  
10am Worship 
11am Café 
Hope 
  

            


