
H 
ope continues 
its transi-
tion.  What are 
the elements of 

a good transition?  One 
description of a good  tran-
sition can be base on five 
characteristics that are 
summarized by five letters 
T-R-U-T-H.  

Last month the message 
was about the first            

T - Transparency.  This month's message is about 
the second letter R - Reality.  Leaders should re-
fuse to make decisions based on fantasy or wish-
ful thinking. The council is working with the Sierra 
Pacific Synod to select an interim pastor.  We 
were hoping to have selected that person by 
now.  Reality - the process of selecting an interim 
pastor is not going as smoothly as I would 
like.  Reality - the task of selecting an interim pas-
tor is a difficult.  The council wishes to select an 
interim that will guide us through the process of 
identifying Hope's needs, lead our  worship, take 
care of the day to day needs of church and guide 
us through the call process.  This is basic descrip-
tion of an interim.  Hope needs the right fit.   

After an interim is selected, we will begin the work 
of selecting a call committee and developing our 
church profile.  The call committee should be a 
group of diverse individuals that will seek objective 
input from the staff and members of the congrega-
tion.  Reality - seeking information from everyone 
can be uncomfortable, especially from those that 
will not just tell them what they want to hear.  This 
takes time and effort, and basing crucial decisions 
on reality rather than fantasy is far more likely to 
end in success.  Ask questions, share your ideas 
and pray.  
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A 
fter a refreshing summer 
hiatus, we are gearing 
up to welcome Home 
and Hope back to Hope 

from September 20-26. Currently, 
the homeless sheltering network 
has four families with mostly 
young children. Our hosting will 
present new challenges this time, 

as our beloved support congregation, St. Cathe-
rine’s of Sienna, will no longer participate as part of 
our Team Hope. Their coordinator and main volun-
teers, the Castro family, have relocated to Sacra-
mento. While we celebrate the Castro’s new begin-
nings with them, we will greatly miss their support 
and friendship. As a result, Hope will need to cover 
two more nights of dinners and overnight stays than 
in the past. We will seek assistance from generous 
community volunteers who have helped us in the 
past, as well as from the Day Center, but any time 
you are able to contribute will help tremendously. 
Will you help make the stay for these homeless 
families just a little cozier with your special touch? 
Sign up sheets are posted in Nielsen Hall for cook-
ing dinner, evening hosts, overnight hosts, set-up 
and take-down.  
 
Thank you! 
Helena Dummler 

Social Concerns 

From the Council President 

Dear God, help the members of Hope to look for 
the Light of your Son, Jesus the Christ, that the 
Way may become clear, and your will may be 
done.  Amen. 

 
Jerilyn Struven 
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Pastor Paul’s Notes 

T 
his period of time now 
is called “The Interim.” 
It occurs as there is a 
transition between 

called Pastors in a congrega-
tion. I served for a number of 
years as Synod Co-ordinator  
for Interim Ministries. Here are 
some comments I wrote as an 
introduction to it:   
 

“The time of transition is an important period. It can 
be a “defining moment” in addressing the congrega-
tion’s mission, clarifying it and stimulating growth re-
sponses. It is an opportunity to review the past and 
anticipate the future, maintaining but also envisioning 
how God seeks to work through you. Identifying spe-
cific challenges and arriving at realistic goals is an 
important discipline for these months. It can provide 
for exploration and growth.”  
             

I look forward to working with the Interim Pastor as 
we provide guidance during this time.  
  
  ********************* 
SINGLE SENIORS plan to begin activity in the fall on 
Tuesday, September 1!! We gather in Nielsen Hall at 
12:30 pm and conclude by 2 o’clock.  

 We will welcome everyone back with a pot 
luck salad luncheon. If you have not been part of the 
group before, why not join us? 
 
  ************************ 
In the periodical from the ELCA called “Seeds for the 
Parish” was the poignant description: 
  
“We are church. The ELCA is a church that belongs 
to Christ, whose unity is in Jesus Christ, who gathers 
us around word and water, wine and bread. The 
good new of Jesus Christ liberates us and gives us 
the freedom and courage to wonder, discover and 
boldly participate in what God is up to in the world.” 
 

Hope Lutheran Milestones 

and the rituals of daily life into the congregation.”… 
Milestone Ministry provides an opportunity to 
“participate in a way of life that marks special mo-
ments as  ‘God Moments’, and honors them as part 
of the journey of faith.  
 Each participating family will receive a 
handcrafted 4 inch bowl that, as Vibrant Faith Min-
istry says, “not only adds a lovely decorative touch 
to any home, but holds special meaning to the fam-
ily that owns it. Milestones Blessing Bowls are de-
signed to remind us of those meaningful moments 
that makes up our lives and to help us share our 
stories.”     

Milestones Ministry is a wonderful program that 
we started up again. With Pastor Eric gone we 
are now in need of a coordinator to take over 
Milestones. To volunteer or for more information 
please call our office at 650-349-0100 or e-mail                          
anniehelc@pacbell.net   
 
About Milestones Ministry — 
We hope you will consider participating in Mile-
stones as a way of nurturing the bond of our com-
munity and bridging the expression of faith in 
home and church. Vibrant Faith Ministries, the 
developers of Milestones, says “Life is full of 
meaningful moments. Celebrating these mile-
stones helps bring God’s presence into the home 

Photo: All People’s Church, Milwaukee, Wis. 
Copyright John O’Hara 
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Youth Servant Event to Mexico 
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Stewardship                                   
 

Stewardship is about money, but it is 
not ONLY about money 
 

The depth and breadth of stewardship theology – by the 
Rev. Michael Meier 
 

    Continued from August Voice… 
 

Lives of meaning and purpose     Another way to talk 
about these behaviors is to look at them from the per-
spective of each individual’s quest to live a life of 
meaning and purpose.  
     Worship of God fulfills a common human need to 
have a focus greater and more permanent than simple 
attention to self. In relationship with God, the worshiper 
receives assurance that his or her life and behaviors 
have meaning and purpose.  
     All that we have said concerning the depth and 
breadth of stewardship theology underscores the fact 
that individual derives meaning and purpose through 
his/her relationship with God. Further, the life of mean-
ing and purpose is not the only accomplished through 
relationship with God, but also enhanced through the 
worshiper’s interaction with the community of faith, the 
organism we call the Body of Christ, the church.  
     In this fellowship the individual life of meaning and 
purpose is supported and expanded through interaction 
with other persons of faith. Simply by gathering togeth-
er to worship God, the individual and communal experi-
ence of meaning and purpose is initiated and devel-
oped. In that setting all are invited to offer what they 
have first been given: selves, time and possessions, 
signs of their relationship with God and with one anoth-
er. Here is the core of a life of meaning and purpose. 
     People who are looking for a life of meaning and 
purpose can find their quest accomplished as they 
gather in the presence of other people of faith to wor-
ship God.  
 

Making a difference     The gathered body of believ-
ers honors God and encourages each other. They also 
use their individual and collective gifts of self, time and 
possessions to make a difference in their local and 
global community.  
     People generally want to make a difference. They 
want to know that their deeds are accomplishing good 
things. Invited to do small deeds, people often act their 
way into doing great deeds. Many people have a desire 
to give back in response to what they have been given. 
Many are willing to give sacrificially of self, time and 
possessions if they know that a forest will be saved,     
a child will be nurtured, a prisoner will be visited or an 

elderly person will be healed.  
      Desire to serve, to achieve positive change, to 
make a difference runs deep in the hearts of most 
people. In most cases, the challenge for church 
leaders is to provide simple connections which are 
transparent in their effectiveness.  
 

Freedom from bondage     In many places in this 
country and in most of the rest of the world, people 
continue to be in bondage to poverty and all the bur-
dens of ill health, starvation, privation and abuse 
that it brings. But, in much of the dominant culture in 
the United States there is today a different kind of 
bondage. It is a bondage which is not as crippling to 
the physical body, but probably every bit as crippling 
to the soul. It is a bondage to wealth and the things 
money claims to be able to provide. This bondage 
sometimes takes the form of consumerism and ac-
cumulation, but it can also take the form of stingi-
ness, miserliness, fear of loss and even fear of gain! 
Many seek to state the emptiness in their lives by 
buying more consumer goods or by seeking to accu-
mulate more land, more investments or more finan-
cial control of an institution. They seek a life of 
meaning and purpose that is supposed to spring 
from the acquisition of “more.” It seldom does. 
     Some hedge themselves with a grasping kind of 
miserliness motivated by a fear of loss. A life of 
meaning and purpose is supposed to be achieved if 
nothing is lost. Often people make little connection 
between what is needed and what they have in pos-
sessions. Thus, someone who would last year have 
been content with a $10,00 investment now has 
seen that increase tenfold to $100,000 and lives in 
mortal fear that it will be reduced by even a few dol-
lars. The $10,000 which was supposed to have sup-
plied  $10,000 worth of meaning and purpose had 
increased tenfold in value, but has become totally 
worthless in terms of providing a life of meaning and 
purpose, hedged as it is by the pervasive fear of 
loss held in the heart of its possessor.  
     Strangely, as often as we discover fear of loss 
we also run into those who fear to gain. Money has 
such frightening power and carries so many hidden 
subtexts that they actually fear counting what they 
have lest they discover themselves to be million-
aires. There is little in this lifestyle which is adding to 
life of meaning and purpose!   
 

               To be continued in October... 
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Spark Time Sunday School in September 

Children from Kindergarten thru Grade 6 

dismissed to Sunday School during Sending Hymn and 

join parents in Café Hope after approximately 30 minutes of study and activity. 

 

 
Date Theme Scripture 

September 6 Daniel and The Lions Daniel 6:1-28 

September 13 Peter’s Faith Mark 8:27-38 

September 20 Who Is the Greatest? Mark 9:30-37 

September 27 Share God’s Love Mark 9:38-50 

Ministry Assistants 

 

Date 

Assisting 

Ministers 

Communion 

Assistants 
Readers 

Spark 

Leaders 

9/6 

 

Margo Kannenberg Phil & Marilyn Gaal Martha Welch Judy Jeschke 

Kailen Sallander 

9/13 

 

Sandi Kane Bob & Ruth Lillo Skip Dahl Deb Stucke 

Rachael Stucke 

9/20 
Don Hermansen Bill & Margo          

Kannenberg 
Marlys Jungroth George Studle 

Emma Worthge 

9/27 

Jerilyn Struven Carole Setzer  

Don Hermansen 

Marilyn Johnson Hank Harper 

Ken Struven 
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Lorraine Johnston  

Alexander Hoover  

Owen Hoover 

Jillian Coyne   

Judy Grimsby   

Julie Nabhan  

Lynn Loveall   

Stephanie Westphal*  

Celebrating birthdays in September 

Niels Nielsen   

Melissa Hastings  

Nancy Jung   

Shirley Rohe   

Shane Worthge  

Steve Cassinelli  

John Dummler   

Dorothy Stienstra 

Debra Stucke   

Phyllis Kilgore   

Mary Phillips   

Benjamin Dominge  

Ashley Pedro*   

 

 

Names in bold = our brothers/sisters 

turning 90-90+ years! 

* = Friend of Congregation 

HLCW Circles 

 

Mary Circle 
3rd Tuesday of the month 9:30 am 
Location Varies 
Contact: Martha Welch 650-637-1475 

Priscilla Circle 
3rd Tuesday of the month 9:30 am  
Location Varies 
Contact: Joan Cleven 650-593-9896  

Sarah Circle 
3rd Tuesday of the month 10 am 
Location Varies 
Contact:  Elis Nielsen 650-341-8144 
 
Lydia Circle is open to women of all ages and 
stages; Evening or weekend meetings; Our  
schedule is flexible. 
Location: Hope Youth Room 
Contact:  Heidi Waters heidiwaters@yahoo.com  
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CLASS A       
ADVANCED 
AFFILIATE 

July 30, 2015 
 
Dear Congregation: 
 
Today, Hope Evangelical 
Lutheran Church helped 
ease the burdens of hunger, 
poverty, and homelessness 
for San Mateo County’s 
most vulnerable residents. 

On behalf of the board and staff of Samaritan House, 
I’d like to thank you Hope Evangelical Lutheran 
Church’s in-kind donation of 30 adult quilts, received 
on 6/30/2015, which you have valued at $600.00.  
 For over 40 years, we have supported our 
neighbors with programs and services including tem-
porary shelter, medical and dental clinics, food distri-
bution, counseling and referrals. We simply couldn't 
do it without you. Because of generosity like yours, 
we are able to serve over 12,000 very low-income 
individuals each year.  
 Our clients face many challenges each day 
and we are here to help them where we can, in what-
ever ways we can. Last year, we started our Financial 
Empowerment Program, and today our participating 
clients are learning the skills and tools they need to 
achieve greater financial stability. Your generosity 
eases the burden of poverty and makes opportunities 
like this possible.  
 Thank you for partnering with us to provide 
support, care and hope to our neighbors in need.  
 
Sincerely, 
Bart A. Charlow, LMFT 
Chief Executive Officer 
Samaritan House 
 
   *****************  
 

August 10, 2015 
 
Dear Hope Lutheran Church, 
 
Again we want to express our appreciation to you for 
letting us use your fellowship hall to assemble our 
charity quilts. This works out so well for us and we 
can’t thank you enough.  
 
Yours Truly, 
Maureen Krantz & Peninsula Quilters Guild 
 
   ******************* 

August 11, 2015 
 
Dear Hope Family, 
 
I would like to say thank you to Pastor Eric and 
Pastor Paul for their many visits and bringing com-
munion to me.  
   I also give thanks for the phone calls and cards 
from so many as I couldn't come to church from 
Sept. 10th and on.  
   I will be leaving for Portland, Oregon on Satur-
day, August 22nd to live at Miramont Pointe, a 
Senior living community which is located in Clack-
amas, Oregon, just 15 minutes from a daughter 
who lives and works in Portland.  
 
God Bless you all,  
Lorraine Johnston (member of Hope since 1982) 
 
 

       ***************** 
 

 

 
9/8  Preschool Back to  
  School Night 
 

9/13  Prayer Pillows 
 

9/20-9/26 Home & Hope Hosting 
 

9/27          Hope’s 60th Anniversary 



~September 2015 ~ 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

  
  

  
1 
  
  
  
  
12pm  Staff 
           Meeting 
  
12:30pm Single 
               Seniors 

  
  
  

2 
  
9:30am  Aerobics 
  
  
6:30pm Elder 
Consult Geriatric 
Med “Support 
Group” 
  
6:45pm   Bells 
7:45pm   Choir 

3 4 
  
9:30am  Aerobics 
  
  
  
  
  

  

  

8pm      AA* 

5 
  
 

6 
  
10amWorship 
11am Café 
Hope 

7 Labor Day-Office 
   Closed 
  
9:30am  Aero-
bics 

  

  

  

  

7:30pm   AA* 
  

8 
  
9am  Quilters 

  
  
  
  
6pm  Preschool 
Back to School 
Night 

9 
  

9:30am  Aerobics 
  
  
2pm Worship 
Committee Mtg. 
  
  
6:45pm   Bells 
7:45pm   Choir 

10 
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
7pm   Council 
          Mtg. 

11 
  

9:30am  Aerobics 

  

  

  

  

8pm      AA* 

12 
  
  

13 

  
10am Worship: 
      Prayer Pil-
low 
11am Café 
Hope 

  
  
  

14 
  
9:30am  Aero-
bics 
  
  
  

  

7:30pm   AA* 

15 
  
9:30am Mary Circle 
9:30am Priscilla 
             Circle 
10am    Sarah Cir-
cle 
  
12pm     Staff 
              Meeting 

16 
  
9:30am  Aerobics 
  
  
  
  
  
6:45pm   Bells 
7:45pm   Choir 

17 
  
  
  
  
  
  

18 
  
9:30am  Aerobics 

  

  

  

8pm      AA* 

19 
  
7:30am  Men’s 
              Breakfast 

20  Home & 

Hope 

  

10am Worship 

11am Café 
Hope 

  
1pm Estonian 
        Church* 

21  Home & Hope 
  
  
9:30am  Aero-
bics 

  

  

  

7:30pm   AA* 

22  Home & Hope 
  
  
9am  Quilters 

  
  
  
  

23  Home & Hope 
  
  
9:30am  Aerobics 
  
  

  
6:45pm   Bells 

7:45pm   Choir 

24  Home & Hope 
  
  
  

 

25  Home & Hope 
  
  
9:30am  Aerobics 

  

  

  

8pm      AA* 

26  Home & Hope 
  
  
  
  
  

27 Hope’s 60th 

      Anniversary 

  
10am Worship 

11am Café 
Hope 

28 
  

9:30am  Aero-
bics 

  

  

  

7:30pm   AA* 

29 
  

  

30 
  
9:30am  Aerobics 

  

  

  
6:45pm   Bells 

7:45pm   Choir 

      
  
  
  
  

  

* = Outside 

      Organization 


