
D 
ear Friends, 
 
Let me begin by 
thanking all of 

you for the warm wel-
come you have given me 
as I have begun my ser-
vice as your interim pas-
tor. Even though I have 
been here for only a short 
time, I truly feel at home 

and I very much look forward to working with you 
during this important time of transition. I feel hon-
ored to serve the people of Hope in this capacity. 
 
Perhaps it would be helpful to briefly share some-
thing about my role as your interim pastor. Obvious-
ly, an interim pastor does not serve the congregation 
for an indefinite period of time. While the amount of 
time an interim pastor serves will vary depending on 
circumstances, the contract I have with the congre-
gation of Hope is for one year.  
 
During my time here, I will be responsible for most of 
the things any pastor does. For example, I will 
preach and teach the Word of God, preside at wor-
ship and administer the sacraments, provide pasto-
ral care, officiate at weddings, baptisms, confirma-
tion and funerals, give pastoral leadership at meet-
ings and uphold the congregation in prayer. These, 
together with administrative responsibilities, are pas-
toral duties for both settled and interim pastors. 
 
However, in addition to this, an interim pastor is re-
sponsible to work with the congregation in the tasks 
of a transition in pastoral leadership. Without going 
into all the details of this, suffice it to say that this 
involves working with you to identify issues facing 
the congregation, develop a vision for ministry going 
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forward, help prepare the congregation to receive a 
new pastor, and examine the congregation’s rela-
tionship with the synod and church wide units. 
 
This particular position is ¾ time and includes regu-
lar office hours on Monday through Thursday, at-
tendance at council meetings, committee meetings, 
classes, (which I hope to offer in the near future)  the 
Men’s Breakfast Bible Study, and, together with Pas-
tor Paul, visitation as needed. 
 
The job description of an interim pastor is important 
because these tasks help enable the congregation 
of Hope to embrace their future as a people of hope. 
This congregation has been and continues to be a 
place where your call to ministry is alive and well. 
While there have been changes in what this looks 
like through the years, nevertheless, the Presence of 
God’s Grace has been constant and utterly reliable, 
and it will continue to be the same into the future. 
Therefore as we continue to follow the call of Christ 
into the future, we remain a people of hope. 
 
Again, I look forward to working with you over the 
next year and I anticipate a future filled with the 
blessings of God’s Grace. 
 
Pastor Dan 

 

 

 10/25 Reformation Sunday 

 11/1 All Saints Day 
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Pastor Paul’s Notes 

“ 
Single Seniors”  will try 
again, to do a pot-luck salad 
on Tuesday, October 6, at 
12:30 in Nielsen Hall. The 

early date in September found 
many people out of town.  On 
the 6th we will have an opportuni-
ty to ‘welcome’ Pastor Dan Sev-
erson as our Interim Pastor, and 
become more acquainted with 

him. Please bring a dish to share! We will also have 
conversation in planning next events for the year 
ahead.  A lunch-outing is slated for Thursday, Octo-
ber 22, the place to be determined. 
 

  ************************ 
A memorial service was held at Hope on September 
11 for Mary Jo Rader. She had lived at Sunnyview 
Home in Cupertino for a number of years and had 
been a member of Hope since l980. While she and 
her husband, Marcus, had been in the congregation 
they participated in a variety of events and serving 
opportunities. Blessed be her memory! 
 

  ************************ 
Café Hope continues, as usual, to provide hospitality 
for all following our service of worship.  Please check 
the schedule on the table in Nelsen Hall and sign up 
to host! 
  ************************* 
Hope provides the space for the Dementia Support 
Group for families and care-givers, which meets on 
the first Wednesday of the month from 6:30 to 7:45 
pm in the Youth Room.  It is led by Elizabeth 
Landsverk, M.D. and her staff at “Elder Consult Geri-
atric Medicine.” All are welcome and there is no 
charge. It meets this month on October 7. 

I have incredible news! The 
ELCA Malaria Campaign just 
reached its fundraising goal of 
$15 million! Thank you for 
being a part of this monumen-
tal milestone and helping us 
protect countless lives from this 
preventable, treatable disease. 

We couldn’t have done it without you!  
 

Five years ago ELCA members, congregations and synods 
came together, dreamed big with our Lutheran compan-
ion churches and partners, and set out to raise $15 mil-
lion for malaria programming. Today we celebrate all 
that we have accomplished together. 
 

Working with our Lutheran companions and partners in 
13 African countries, we have brought about lasting 
change. But our work is not over. While the ELCA Ma-
laria Campaign will officially come to an end on Jan. 31, 
2016, our commitment to ending deaths from this dis-
ease will not. In the coming years, support to our com-
panions and partners to address malaria will come 
through gifts to ELCA World Hunger, which has a long 
history of supporting health-related work.   
 

Without you, none of this would have been possible. 
Thank you for your prayers, your partnership and your 
generosity.  
 
Together in Christ’s service, 

 
 

Christina Jackson-Skelton 
Executive Director, Mission Advancement 
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 
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from our Choirs Director                                  Social Concerns 

Preschool Corner  

W 
e’re Back!!!  Lots of noise, 
movement and fun back at 
the preschool.  Parents 
attended Back to School 
Night and they are as ex-

cited and nervous as their little ones. 
Assurances went out and all moving 
nicely. 

The little ones are adjusting to life as a preschoolers 
and settling in to a routine. 

Picture Day went without a hitch and our next adven-
ture will be Lemos Farm field trip. 

There is a new teacher, Lorraine Felix, joining Tracy 
Siri and myself.  She is familiar with the preschool as 
her three children graduated from here.  She has ECE 
experience and credentials so we welcome her with 
open arms. 
 
Blessings, Jeanne 

WHAT IS YOUR JOB OR MINISTRY AT HOPE? 
 
 

I 
n about 2002, a friend 
shared with me the arti-
cle below which was writ-
ten by Shirley Dahlquist. 

 
 
Job vs. Ministry 
 

If you are doing it just because no one else will, it's 
a job; if you are doing it to serve the Lord, it a min-
istry.  
If you are doing it just well enough to get by, it's a 
job; if you are doing it to the best of your ability, it 
is ministry. 
 

If you quit because someone criticized you, it's a 
job; if you keep on serving, it's ministry. 
If you do it only so long as it doesn't interfere with 
your other activities, it's a job; if you're committed 
to staying with it, even when it means letting go of 
other things, it's ministry. 
 

If you quit because no one ever praised you or 
thanked you, it was a job; if you stay with it even 
though no one notices your effort, it's ministry. 
If you do it because someone else said it needs to 
be done, it's a job; If you do it because you think it 
needs to be done, it's ministry. 
 

It's hard to get excited about a job. It's almost  
impossible not to be excited about ministry. 
An average person does a job. A Spirit-led person 
does ministry. 
 

If your concern is success, it's a job; if your  
concern is faithfulness, it's ministry.  (adapted) 
 

The Bells of Hope and the Chancel Choir  
participate in a ministry at Hope on a regular  
basis.  They would enjoy sharing this ministry with 
new members.  Join us:  Bells of Hope, Wednes-
days at 6:45 pm in the sanctuary; Chancel Choir 
on Wednesdays at 7:45 pm in the choir room. 
 
 
Shirley Fitzgerald 
Choirs Director 
MowgliII@aol.com 

T 
hank you to all our wonder-
ful volunteers for Home and 
Hope at the end of Septem-
ber! Although we lost one of 

our support congregations, we rallied 
and filled in all the needs of our host-
ing to feed and host our homeless 
guests for the week. The Home and 
Hope coordinators each stayed over-
night on only one night, and we truly 

appreciate not doing double duty! 

Our next and last hosting for this year is just a breath 
away: November 8-14. If you didn’t get a chance to 
participate in September, be sure not to miss out 
again. Watch for sign up sheets in Nielsen Hall soon. 

Also, save the date for Home and Hope’s 3rd Annual 
“The Journey Home,” their 5K walk/10K run fundrais-
er. It will be held at Seal Point Park on Sunday, No-
vember 8 at 1 PM. This has been a fun event every 
year and a nice venue at which to meet other support-
ers of Home and Hope. Plan to attend to show your 
support while enjoying our beautiful bayside trails! 
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Stewardship                                   
 

Stewardship is about money, but it is 
not ONLY about money 
 

The depth and breadth of stewardship theology – by the 
Rev. Michael Meier 
 

    Continued from September Voice… 
 

Freedom from bondage  continued   

 When we invite people to examine their be-
haviors in reference to money and what money can 
buy, when we encourage them to explore their life-
long experiences with money, when we help them 
recognize their feelings toward money, they may 
begin to recognize and re-evaluate their condition of 
bondage. It is indeed a condition of bondage if it is 
preventing the development of a life meaning and 
purpose.  
 When people say, “Actually, time is more valu-
able than money,” they are missing the point that in 
our culture money is simply “coined time.” These peo-
ple have little time because their responsibilities 
(particularly their employment) take too much of their 
time. Could they gain back that time? Probably, if they 
didn’t value money so highly. Most people are not in a 
position to cut their work responsibilities and take a 
commensurate cut in pay because that would ad-
versely affect the size of their house, the size of their 
retirement nest egg, of the size of the college tuition 
they want to provide. We are not suggesting a simple 
solution to any of the various forms of bondage to 
wealth. We are suggesting that providing a context 
where believers can stand back some distance from 
their wealth, or their pursuit of (or avoidance of) 
wealth, might indeed be a first step toward helping 
them build a life of meaning and purpose.  
 Stewardship teaching offers the possibility of 
providing a perspective which is larger than that pro-
vided by advertisements or financial pages.  
 

Generosity is its own reward There is a spir-
itual value in a life of generosity. It should not surprise 
any believer that there are spiritual rewards which are 
received by those who have learned to practice gen-
erosity. After all, God is by definition, the Great Giver. 
Why shouldn't those who practice growth in generous 
giving be drawn to a deeper understanding of and 
love for God? Their actions of generosity give them 
deep internal experiences which help them appreciate 
the plan of God in ways they had never before known.  
 To qualify as generosity, the giving must be of 
that which one values most. This could be a special 

ability, it could be treasured time, but in our money 
culture it is most often money or possessions. Giv-
ing away a significant amount of that which is dear-
est to one’s heart and life is an act of faith—faith in 
God, faith in the abundance of God, faith in God’s 
plan. It is a bold step away from the fear of loss and 
the fear of loss of control.  
 Tithing is particularly useful way to practice 
generosity. Here we are defining tithing as giving 
one-tenth of one’s income. It is not a small amount. 
It requires an act of faith. It is a significant action. 
 To change our lives we need to act our way 
into thinking, not try to think our way into acting. 
Tithing is action. It is a life-changing behavior. What 
usually follows the life-changing behavior are life-
changing attitudes or perspectives. This is true be-
cause of the increased necessity for trust in God, 
God’s abundance and God’s plan, but also because 
this practice actually gives us a deeper understand-
ing of the nature of God, the Generous One.  
 The tithe is not only possibility. People may 
choose to grow in giving through small steps, giving 
1 per cent more each year, for example. Unfortu-
nately, the small step approach is often like choos-
ing to wade slowly into a cold river: it may be such a 
miserable experience that one never actually jumps 
in to swim and discover that the water is fine. Ten 
per cent is a significant amount, but it is not the ceil-
ing. Many generous people have found deeper and 
deeper blessings within their own hearts as they 
have increased their giving. There are few, disgrun-
tled tithers.  
 While monies may be given to many good 
causes that honor God, there is a special value in 
tithing to the local congregation. Your congregation 
is an organism, a microcosm of the Body of Christ. It 
is in this setting of faith and fellowship that you give 
and receive support for your life of meaning and pur-
pose. We are so rich in the present age that we not 
only have food, clothing, shelter, health care, educa-
tion and recreation, we even have savings accounts, 
real estate and pension plans. We are among the 1 
percent in the world who have such things. We are 
the wealthiest of the wealthy. We are not enjoined to 
feel guilty about these riches which are described as 
having been given by God “for our enjoyment.” But, 
we are invited to be generous, rich in good works, 
storing up for ourselves the treasure of a good foun-
dation for the future. Of such is a life of meaning and 
purpose.   
           To be continued in November... 
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HLCW Circles 

Mary Circle 
3rd Tuesday of the month 10 am 
Location Varies 
Contact: Martha Welch 650-637-1475 
 
Priscilla Circle 
3rd Tuesday of the month 9:30 am  
Location Varies 
Contact: Joan Cleven 650-593-9896  

Sarah Circle 
3rd Tuesday of the month 10 am 
Location Varies 
Contact:  Elis Nielsen 650-341-8144 
 
Lydia Circle is open to women of all ages and 
stages; Evening or weekend meetings; Our  
schedule is flexible. 
Location: Hope Youth Room 
Contact:  Heidi Waters heidiwaters@yahoo.com  

_ _ _ _ _ Stiches & Ties x x x x x  

Y 
our last chances to sample Hope Quilter 
activity occur on October 13 and October 
27 from 9am-3pm as usual. 
 

Quilters were occupied during summer 
discovering and sewing countless scraps into mid-
dle layers, making room for numerouis quilts still to 
be tied.  Your help will be welcomed. 
 

Hope's Lutheran World Relief quilts will continue 
their global journey  October 17 from Advent Lu-
theran.  Please see "HELP! HELP! HELP!" in this 
issue. 
 

So far this year 47 quilts have been distributed lo-
cally. Awaiting selection by September Home and 
Hope are 25 more. 
 

Reconsider joining  the quilters after reading the 
Voice article on the value of arts and crafts in our 
lives. 
 

Blessings, Doris 

  HELP!   HELP!  HELP! 

 
On Saturday, October 17, Hope Quilters need a 
DRIVER AND VEHICLE TO DELIVER ABOUT 45 
QUILTS TO MORGAN HILL, CA.   
 
The exact destination is Advent Lutheran, 16870 
Murphy Avenue which is 20 miles south of San Jo-
se. Exit 101 S at Dunne Avenue . Turn left on 
Dunne. Follow to Murphy Ave and turn right.  Advent 
is on the left side of Murphy.   
 
The boxed LWR quilts must reach Advent AFTER 
9AM AND BEFORE 1PM on OCTOBER 17. 
Please phone Hope's office , 349-0100, to volunteer 
your time and vehicle.  Many thanks from Hope 
Quilters AND the potential recipients abroad. 

TWO MEETINGS LEFT IN 2015 
 

To keep your mind sharp as you age, you might want to become a regular at Hope quilting days.  A recent 
Mayo Clinic study showed that seniors who kept up with arts and crafts  pastimes were 73% less likely to 
develop thinking and memory problems that can lead to dementia. "Engagement in these activities main-
tains or strengthens the function of brain cells," says lead researcher Rosebud Roberts. So does the social-
izing that often goes along with those activities, she adds.  Researchers tracked the activities of 256 people, 
with an average age of 87, for about four years. Keeping up with hobbies they had enjoyed in midlife--
including drawing, sculpting, quilting and sewing--lowered the risk of fuzzy thinking and memory gaps; so 
did getting together with friends. Other research reveals that people who do crafts report lower levels of 
stress. Also, knitters with chronic pain may feel less discomfort while working with needles and yarn. And in 
a 2014 University of Central Florida study, older women who did crafts had stronger spatial-ability skills (the 
ability to think in three dimensions) than non crafters.  So go ahead and join the quilters the 2nd and 4th 
Tuesdays of October. 
 

---- from a Consumer Report magazine, ShopSmart, July 2015 
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Spark Time Sunday School in October 

Children from Kindergarten thru Grade 6 

dismissed to Sunday School during Sending Hymn and 

join parents in Café Hope after approximately 30 minutes of study and activity. 

 

 
Date Theme Scripture 

October 4 Jesus Blesses the Children Mark 10:13-16 

October 11 A Rich Man’s Questions Mark 10:17-31 

October 18 James and John  Mark 10:35-45 

October 25 Bartimaeus Sees Mark 10:46-52 

 

Date 

Assisting 

Ministers 

Communion 

Assistants 
Readers 

Spark 

Leaders 

10/4 

 

Skip Dahl Marlys Jungroth 

Bill Hroziencik 

Don Neumann Sandi kane 

Heather Hoover 

10/11 

 

Jack Coyne Skip Dahl 

Linda Harvey 

Sandi Kane Judy Jeschke 

Kailen Sallander 

10/18 

Margo Kannenberg Sandi Kane 

Nancy Kehl  

Pat Duvall Deb Stucke 

Rachael Stucke 

10/25 

Sandi Kane Tom & Deb Stucke Esther Ekong Monika Hastings 

George Studle 

Ministry Assistants 
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CLASS A       
ADVANCED 
AFFILIATE 

August 10, 2015 
 
Dear Hope Evangelical  
Lutheran Church, 
 
Thank you for your sup-
port of Home & Hope! 
Your gift of backpacks for 
our school children was 
received on 8/10/2015. 

Please know that your gift will have a deep impact on 
families experiencing homelessness, providing com-
fort and stability to most vulnerable in our community. 
 
On behalf of the families we serve, as well as the 
clergy, Staff and board of directors of HOME & 
HOPE, please accept my sincere gratitude for your 
care and support.  
 
Wishing you the best,  
 
Meg Clark 
Executive Director    
 
   *********** 
 
September 3, 2015 
 
Sharing information from long-time member  
Lorraine Johnston. 
 

She has moved into Miramont Pointe, a senior living 

Nathan Amarandos     

Bryan Feige   

Linda Harvey   

Eric Ackerman   

Mark Grimstvedt 

Christa Basch  

Shirley Davains  

Hermine Bauer  

Henry Lin   

Marilyn Gaal   

Names in bold = our brothers/sisters 

turning 90-90+ years! * = Friend of Congregation 

Shirley Klemens  

Mark Dallman   

Brian Fong*   

Joan Cleven   

Timothy Strinden  

Bonita Baker   

Jay Fisher   

Annie Martinez* 

Samuel Jung   

Kristen Pang   

Celebrating birthdays in October 

community near Portland. She says, “that it serves 
3 meals a day, exercise, church services each Sun-
day with different pastors, buses that take us to the 
stores, and sometimes out to see the countryside 
and more”. She expressed appreciation for Pastor 
Paul’s send-off in the service— “Hope was always 
my home church”. 
 
Her address is:  
11520 S.E. Sunnyside Rd., #509 
Clackamas, Oregon 97015 
Phone: 503-698-1715 
 
   ************ 
September 16, 2015 
 
THANK YOU, Hope family,  
 
For your prayers which kept me calm during my 
days and nights at Stanford. Your cards and notes 
helped me smile. Pastor Paul brought communion. 
Pastor Eric came the day before departing to Tex-
as. What thoughtful folks you all are! Also, planned 
family recreational visits became assistance and 
encouragement.  God is good!!          
 
I feel blessed!   
Doris 

David Hayes   

Shaina Prasad  

Elizabeth Dummler  

Judith Hartnett              

Kari Dahl   

Norma Henderson       

Riley Sallander  

Jeana Feige   

Julia Henderson  

Susan Myrdal   



~ October 2015 ~ 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

* = Outside 

Organization 

  

  

  

  

  

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

  
  

1 
  
  
  
  
  
7pm Evangelism 
     Committee 
Mtg. 

2 
  
9:30am  Aerobics 
  
  
  
  
  

8pm      AA* 

3 
  
7:30am Men’s 
             Breakfast 
 

4 
  
10amWorship 
11am Café 
Hope 

5 
  
9:30am  Aero-
bics 

  

  

  

  

7:30pm   AA* 
  

6 
  
  
  
12pm     Staff 
              Meeting 
  
  

7 
  

9:30am  Aerobics 
  
3:45pm Pre-
school 
      Board Meet-
ing 
  
  
6:45pm   Bells 
7:45pm   Choir 

8 
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
7pm   Council 
          Mtg. 

9 
  

9:30am  Aerobics 

  

  

  

  

8pm      AA* 

10 
  
  

11 

  
10am Worship 
11am Café 
Hope 

  
  
  

12 
  
9:30am  Aero-
bics 
  
10am Bible 
Study 
          Leaders 

  

  

7:30pm   AA* 

13 
  
9am  Quilters 

  
  

14 
  
9:30am  Aerobics 
  
2pm Worship 
Committee Mtg. 
  
  
  
6:45pm   Bells 
7:45pm   Choir 

15 
  
  
  
  
  
  

16 
  
9:30am  Aerobics 

  

  

  

8pm      AA* 

17 
  
7:30am  Men’s 
              Breakfast 

18 

  

10am Worship 

11am Café 
Hope 

  
1pm Estonian 
        Church* 

19 
  
  
9:30am  Aero-
bics 

  

  

  

7:30pm   AA* 

20 
  
  
9:30am Priscilla 
             Circle 
10am    Mary Circle 
10am    Sarah Cir-
cle 
  
12pm     Staff 
              Meeting 
  
  

21 
  
  
9:30am  Aerobics 
  
  

  
6:45pm   Bells 

7:45pm   Choir 

22 
  
  
  

 
  
  
7pm Jordan & 
Cora’s Wedding 
Rehearsal* 

23 
  
  
9:30am  Aerobics 

  

  

  

8pm      AA* 

24 
  
  
2:30pm Jordan & 
Cora’s Wedding* 
  
  

25 

  
10am Worship: 
Reformation Sun-
day 

11am Café 
Hope 

26 
  

9:30am  Aero-
bics 

  

  

  

7:30pm   AA* 

27 
  

9am  Quilters 

  

28 
  
9:30am  Aerobics 

  

  

  
6:45pm   Bells 

7:45pm   Choir 

29 

  
30 
  
9:30am  Aerobics 

  

  

  
8pm      AA* 

31 

  
  
  
  
  

  

  


