
D 
ear Friends, 
 

One of the things we em-
phasized in the recent class 
on spirituality and doctrine is 

the fact that, when those first apostles 
encountered Jesus after he had been 
raised from the dead, they didn’t worry 

about how to explain what all this meant. Rather, 
they worshipped, because an experience of the pres-
ence of Christ creates devotion, thanksgiving and 
praise. In Christ, we receive new life, hope, for-
giveness, and love. Our spiritual lives are trans-
formed for the better and we discover that God has 
reached out to us in the person of Christ so as to 
save us for fellowship with himself forever. The at-
tempt to formulate what all this means in a doctrinal 
form came only much later as the gentile world 
asked questions concerning who Jesus was, and 
who the God is that he revealed to us in his death 
and resurrection. In other words, as Christ is brought 
into our lives through the gift of the Holy Spirit, what 
is created is a worshipping community, not a school 
of theology. Theology only came later and was creat-
ed to serve the mission of the church—the task of 
proclaiming Christ as our salvation from the God who 
created everything, including us. 
 That first worshipping community gathered 
around the teaching of the Apostles, the breaking of 
the bread, and prayer. This is how they worshipped, 
and this is how we worship as well. In the word, (the 
teaching of the Apostles) communion, (the breaking 
of the bread) and in prayer, Christ comes to us again 
and again, just as he did to Peter, Paul, John, An-
drew, Matthew, and the others. We too encounter 
and receive Christ into our hearts in the power of the 
Holy Spirit through these means of Grace. God gave 
us these means so that we might receive the new 
life, forgiveness, hope, and love of God, just as the 
Apostles did. This is how God offers us the Grace 
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that saves. This is how God secures our eternal fu-
ture. And this is why worship is so very important for 
our well-being and future. It’s not that we earn brownie 
points from God if we come to worship. Rather, it’s 
that, in the context of worship, we receive the Grace of 
God that redeems our lives from sin and death. 
 For this reason, worship is not something we 
do when we have nothing better to do. It’s not some-
thing we do because the football game is scheduled 
for later in the day. It’s not something we do in order to 
be entertained. It’s not something we do out of a 
sense of obligation. And it’s not something we do be-
cause the church provides us with a social life—
although it does do that as an added benefit. Rather, 
it’s something we do because we take our well-being 
and future seriously. It’s something we do because we 
are aware of the fact that, without God in our lives, our 
hearts are ultimately empty. It’s something we do in 
order to come to the assurance that life is not like an 
hour glass where eventually, the sand will all run out 
and that will be the end of it. It’s something we do also 
because, hopefully, we are aware of the fact that eve-
rything we have and are is a gift of God and, in this 
realization, we are grateful. Hope Lutheran Church is 
open for worship every Sunday at 10:00 am. I look 
forward to seeing you all then. 
 

Blessings,  
Pastor Dan 

Pastor Daniel Severson 
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“Knowing and sharing the good news of Hope in Christ” 

Everyone is invited to our Annual 

Thanksgiving Eve Service 
 

November 23, 2016 at 7pm,                

followed by a pie social in                  

Nielsen Hall.           



Preschool Corner 
 

L 
ots of activities were held in October.  
We had our first Pizza night, Lemos 
Farm field trip, and a very fun Spa-
ghetti/Bingo preschool family event.  

We also participated in the Great California 
Shake Out. In addition, Tracy and I represented the 
school at the San Carlos/Belmont Mother’s Club pre-
school preview. However, the most exciting was Hal-
loween with costume party. It has been a very busy 
month!! 
 
 

 
 

 

We are now giving thanks for family, friends, and all 
the wonderful things this world gives us-our theme for 
November. That in mind, we will learn about the 
First Thanksgiving and have a feast in the classroom 
to celebrate. 
 

May you all enjoy family, food, drink, and blessings at 
Thanksgiving.    
 

Blessings, Jeanne 
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Pastor Paul’s Notes 

Stewardship                                   

W 
e give thanks for the 
life of Ernie Johnson 
who passed away on 
September 28. Ernie 

participated in many of our “Single 
Seniors” activities over the past few 
years.  He and his wife, Rohda, 
joined  Hope in 1977, so Ernie had 
been a member for over 38 years.    

 

Our prayers and support go to Shirley Davanis on 
the death of her son, Stephen. A memorial service 
for him was held at Immaculate Heart of Mary 
Church, Belmont, on October 18. 
 

    ******************** 
 

“Single Seniors” will meet on Tuesday, November 1, 
12:30 – 2 pm in Nielsen Hall. Brown bag lunch, with 
guest speaker: Becka Winslow, Director of Strate-
gic Initiatives, for the agency, “My New Red Shoes.”  
All are welcome! 
 

The group will have a lunch-outing on Thursday,    
November 17, to “Sweet Basil Thai” restaurant in   
Foster City. Car pool from church at 12:30/meet 
there at 1 pm. 

Stewardship/Pledge Sunday is November 6th.   
 

T 
his is the practical nuts and bolts day of 
stewardship. This is the starting point for 
Hope’s budget planning, so it is important 
that all members submit their pledge cards 

on this date. (If you are currently using ‘Simply Giv-
ing’, please submit a 2017 pledge card.) 
 

Stewardship encompasses so much more than 
money. Stewardship begins with God and how God 
has shown love for us.  Out of this receiving, we are 
freed in Christ to love, give and serve. Consider a 
gift of time and talent - usher, altar guild, music, 
quilt, scripture reader, assisting minister, sharing a 
ride, and… - there are many big and small opportu-
nities.  Time and Talent forms will be available in the 
Narthex. 
 

November 6th is the day we make our commitment 
to Hope with our time, talents, and treasures. 
 

In God’s Love, 
Jerilyn Struven - Stewardship 

        ******************** 
There is a new book and video series, “The Forgotten 
Luther.” Leading Lutheran theologians and scholars 
trace the roots of charity and justice in Luther’s      
writings, from his call for economic reforms to his   
support for job training programs, fair economic       
policies and service of the neighbor. All videos are 
available for free on the ELCA’s Vimeo channel at 
vimeo. The book can be purchased for $15 from     
Lutheran University Press at lutheranpress.org/Books/
Forgotten_Luther. 

Pictures from  
Single Seniors 
group on 10/4 
with guest 
speaker: Chris 
Benson, 
Thrivent. 



From our Council President 

from our Choirs Director                                  
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F 
riends and Family of Hope, 
 
I hope and pray that this 
month’s edition of the Voice of 

Hope finds you healthy, happy, and 
thankful for the incredible gifts God 
has given each of us.  Personally, this 
time of year leaves me with mixed feel-

ings.  I really enjoy the longer days of summer and 
the warm weather, and I can hardly wait for the short 
days of winter to get over.  The darkness in the morn-
ing when you leave for work, and darkness again 
when you get home is not my favorite.  But the re-
freshing rains are wonderful and the clear fresh air 
after a rain is even better.  Life gets very busy this 
time of year, but it is busy for some good reasons, to 
be with family and to remember all of the great gifts 
we have been given that we are thankful for.   Sum-
mer will come again with warm sunshine on your 
backs, but now is the time of year to put on a warm 
coat, remember all of the good things in life and 
leave behind the bad, share time with your family in-
cluding your family at Hope, and look forward to De-
cember when we celebrate the birth of our Savior 
Jesus.  
 As we enjoy this time of year together please 
try to take part in the activities at Hope whether that 
includes a Bible study, attending worship services, 
participating in a social activity or volunteering to help 

out at Hope, become involved and you will find that 
you have even more to be thankful for. 
 Your Council is continuing to work on leading 
Hope forward and serving the congregation.  There 
will be a number of special events in November and 
December, and we are working with St. Andrews to 
partner in activities that we hope everyone will enjoy 
and participate in.   
 In September I asked everyone to think of 
one thing we could do at Hope that you would want 
to participate in.  I did not receive any ideas so once 
again I would like to ask all of you for your ideas.  
We are looking for ideas of what you would like 
Hope to include in Sunday worship services or as a 
new service project, a social event, anything thing 
that you would really like to see and do.  I can’t 
guarantee we will do what you suggest but I will take 
all suggestions and bring them to the Council and 
committees as suggested ways for the family of 
Hope to live out our mission and to serve our family 
at Hope and the community.  Please send your one 
idea (or more) to me so we can all benefit from your 
suggestion. 
 Together, may we all be thankful this No-
vember and all year for the family of Hope and the 
great gifts God has given all of us. 
 
Council President 
Jack Coyne  

T 
his article reflects the opin-
ion of one side of the ques-
tion regarding church choirs. 
In August we touched on 

‘Why Do We Have Church Choirs?’ 
In an Article in a column in “Ponder 
Anew”, ‘Discussions about Worship 
for Thinking People’ Jonathan Aiger 

discusses “Reasons to Keep the Church Choir 
Alive”. He mentions some of the reasons we noted 
in August and some that we didn’t think of. 
 “Choirs support good congregational sing-
ing”,  in congregations where commercial Christian 
music is used, the amplification associated with 
this  often presents a wall of sound, and  the congre-
gation just doesn’t sing. The presence of choirs en-
courages the “bigger” choir (the congregation). With 
the visual presence of a choir it reminds us that 
we’re there to be part of a very special commun-

ion.  A church choir is an open, welcoming, and di-
verse group which should resemble the diversity of 
Christ’s Kingdom and the congregation.  The choir 
can present a broad spectrum of repertoire. Choirs 
can sing selections from practically any genre, from 
classical, to folk, to world music, to contemporary/
popular music. 
            The New Testament tells us to sing and make 
melody in our hearts to the  Lord, and this writer feels 
there is room in our worship for a diversity of styles 
and singers (yes choirs) of every variety.  Our Chan-
cel Choir at Hope makes a practice of singing varied 
styles, plus special groups and soloists. 
  

Fortunately at Hope we have a small but competent 
Chancel Choir to lead us in varied styles of worship. 
  
Shirley Fitzgerald, Choirs Director 
Shirleyhelc@pacbell.net 



HLCW Circles 

Mary Circle 
3rd Tuesday of the month 10:00 am 
Location Varies 
Contact: Martha Welch  
 
Priscilla Circle 
3rd Tuesday of the month 9:30 am  
Location Varies 
Contact: Joan Cleven  

Call Committee News: 

_ _ _ _ _Stitches & Ties x x x x        
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HLCW Thankoffering  
Sunday, November 20, 2016 

 

Have You Ever…… 
 

been hungry for more than 24 hours? 
heard a child cry for food when nothing was available? 
Seen a hungry student try to stay awake in class? 
 

Hope Lutheran Church Women are sponsoring the 
2016 Thankoffering on Sunday November 20. 
 

The funds donated will be given to Second Harvest 
Food Bank which supplies healthy food to families, 
provides nutrition education and has a Brown Bag  
program for seniors and disabled individuals. Visit 
their website, www.shfb.org, for details of the group’s 
history and present activities.  
 

Envelopes for donations will be available in the Hope 
office in November and, of course, on Sunday the 
20th. 
 

Please write your check to HLCW Thankoffering. 
Thank you for sharing from your heart for your  hungry 
neighbor. 

The Women’s Christmas Potluck will be on      
Tuesday, December 6th at 6 pm. Look for more 

information in our Sunday bulletins. 

Sarah Circle 
3rd Tuesday of the month 10:00 am 
Location Varies 
Contact:  Lois Nieman  
 
Lydia Circle is open to women of all ages and  
stages; Evening or weekend meetings; Our schedule 
is flexible. Location: Hope Youth Room 
Contact:  Heidi Waters  

O 
ur newest honorary quilter and hero is Bill  
Kannenberg, who packed the 9 boxes 
containing quilts and fabric kits into his 
sleek van and took them to Morgan Hill 

on October 15. All  boxes of LWR items collected at 
Advent were packed  into a semi and later shrink-
wrapped on pallets to be loaded on a train, then a 
freighter and finally on an ocean vessel to travel to 
destinations abroad. Hope’s quilt and kit tracker 
number is 102369. Destination information may be 
available next spring or summer. 
 

Go to www.lwr.org/tracker. 
 

Like Bill, other honorary quilters have NOT cut cloth, 
arranged blocks, pinned layers, sewn countless 
stitches or tied knot after knot. Quilters thank you, 
too, for your prayers, funds, fabric and inspiration as 
we assemble large and small comforting quilts. 
 

As you have done it to the least of these, our sisters 
and brothers, you have done it unto Christ.  

T 
he Call Committee is currently experienc-
ing a transition of personnel at the synod 
office. Pr. Nancy Nelson in the synod office 
had been responsible for putting together a 

list of candidate pastors based on our Ministry Site 
Profile which was accepted August 15.  However, 
she retired as of September 30.  When we learned 
of her replacement - Pr. Katy Grindberg - we invited 
her to Hope.  We met with her on September 29 
and had a productive discussion on our pastoral 

opportunity. We also learned that our synod currently 
has more than thirty pastoral openings: Pr. Katy has the 
responsibility of placing pastors in fifteen of these.  Pr. 
Katy is now focusing on our recruitment effort and we 
look forward to what she is able to achieve. Please pray 
for Pr. Katy in her efforts and continue to pray that the 
Call Committee will be able to select and nominate a 
pastoral candidate to lead our congregation and enrich 
our spiritual life here at Hope. 
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 Social Concerns 

Home and Hope in December 
 

I 
t soon will be time to "Deck the Halls with 
Boughs of Holly."   
We also have the opportunity to "Deck the Ed. 
Bldg with Cheerful Volunteers" as we prepare for 

our next Home and Hope hosting week,  
December 4-10.  Personally this is one of my  
favorite times of the year to welcome our families, a 
time we can truly offer the hope and love that comes 
with our Christmas celebrations here at Hope.  What 
better time than now, to give our support and  
listening ears to families with children, as they  
especially miss their own homes for the holidays.  
Sign ups will be posted soon. 
 

We want to send a BIG THANKS to our September 
volunteers, many who did double duty due to some 
of our regulars unable to help.  It's a joy to see our 
growing number of committed volunteers, and so 

Veterans in the Church Triumphant 
Fritz Brauen 
Bill Drieslien 
Lois Drieslein 
Don Everson 

Rolf Hermansen  
Eric Johnson 

John Keil 
Wallace Kigore 

Jim Martin (Former Member) 
Herb Nieman 

Cal Pitt 
Fred Rothermund 

Don Welch 
Ed Willers 

 

Veterans in the Church Militant 
Jerry Brooks 
Roger Childs 
Ruben Cleven 

Bill Fischer 
Bill Fong 

Paul Forbes 
Phil Gaal 

H 
ome and Hope will be      
holding their 3rd annual 5K 
and 10K fundraiser, The   
Journey Home, on Sunday,  

November 13 at 1 PM at Seal Point Park in San 
Mateo. This is a great chance to support Home and 
Hope while enjoying a walk or run along our beautiful 
Bay Trail. Visit our team web page at https://
journeyhome.homeandhope.net/HopeLutheran to  
donate. You can also sign up to join 
our team! Contact Helena Dummler if 
you have questions. 

many who stepped up when others could not.  Much 
appreciated!!  Happy Thanksgiving to all  
 

Kris with Helena and Jerry 

Eric Grimsby 
Tim Hanlon 

Jens Hansen 
Ron Henderson 
Ann Hermansen 

Carl Kistner 
Bob Lillo 

Lynn Loveall 
Ray Looze (Associate member) 

Niels Nielsen 
Roger Pickard 
Gill Schroder 

Clark Speetzen 
Warren Struven 
George Studle 

Bob Way 
 

Family Members currently in the Service 
Marc Arrington 

Christopher Awes 
Brian Lionberger 

Allison Ratto 
Elise Robinson 
Sean Sheridan 

Join us on Sunday, November 13 for a special prayer as we honor our Veterans.  

https://journeyhome.homeandhope.net/HopeLutheran
https://journeyhome.homeandhope.net/HopeLutheran
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Sunday Morning Bible Study 
The Sunday morning study of the gospel of John 
will end on November 13. We will take a break for 
the holidays and start up again after the 1st of the 
year. A good follow-up on John would be the gospel 
of Matthew. This gospel was written for a Jewish-
Christian community from Galilee somewhere 
around 70 A.D. Because most of the members of 
this community were Jewish, it represents a version 
of Jesus’; life and ministry that emphasizes his Jew-
ish roots, and his connection to the Hebrew Bible. 
For example, his teaching focuses on an interpreta-
tion of the law of Moses. He delivers his most im-
portant interpretation of the law from the top of a 
mountain, just as Moses received the law from the 
top of a mountain. When he was born, Matthew in-
cludes a story of the killing of Jewish babies, just as 
Hebrew babies were killed when Moses was born. 
Matthew includes a story of the Holy Family travel-
ing from Egypt to Israel, just as Moses led the Israel-
ites on the same journey. The Hebrew prophets are 
quoted again and again in Matthew’s gospel. All this 
points to the fact that, in Matthew’s version of Jesus’ 
life, it was very important to establish the fact that 
Jesus was a Jewish Messiah. In John, not so much. 
Looking at both of these gospels, one after the oth-
er, gives us a very well rounded picture of Jesus and 
his ministry. I hope you will all want to attend next 
January. 
 

Doctrine, Spirituality and Luther Class 
The class on Spirituality and doctrine will end on    
November 2nd. Thank you to all who attended these 
classes. In order to make the basic content of the 
class available to anyone who might be interested, 
Pastor Dan wrote a summary paper of what we 
learned about how the Gospel message led to the 
formulation of basic Christian doctrine, and of how 

Don’t      
forget to 
fall back! 

 
 Daylight Saving Time 

ends at 2 am on Sunday, 
November 6th.  

Be sure to change your 
clocks.  

Education                           
the spirituality of the Church Fathers was similar to that 
of Martin Luther. The paper is posted on the website.  
 I feel it is important to continue our look at Lu-
ther and his influence during this and the upcoming 
anniversary year. Therefore, I would like to offer anoth-
er class that will last approximately the same amount 
of time on Luther’s influence on modern theology. Did 
you know that the academies of Germany continue to 
produce the very best in protestant theology, and even 
in some cases, Catholic theology. It doesn’t take a de-
gree to figure out that Luther had something to do with 
this.   
 In any case, starting with the 19th century, the 
class will focus on how the theology of the church 
evolved in the midst of social and cultural changes. 
Following World War 1, the discipline underwent an 
enormous change, and the reformers were the inspira-
tion that helped move theology in a new direction. Al-
so, we will look carefully at how theology addressed 
the changes caused by other intellectual developments 
such as the rise of science, the social sciences, and 
political ideologies. No prerequisites needed. This 
class will also help you better understand the life of the 
churches throughout the last few centuries. 
 Start date will be the second Monday in Janu-
ary—the 9th at 1:00 pm in the youth room. If you are 
interested in a short survey of the theologians covered, 
written for the general reader, let me know. 
 

 Confirmation Class, 5 - 7pm   
This year confirmation classes will be jointly hosted at 
Lutheran Church of the Good Shepherd, St. Andrews 
and Hope Lutheran Church. This month’s schedule is: 

November 6—Hope Lutheran Church 
November 20—Hope Lutheran Church 

In December the confirmation class will be held at 
Good Shepherd Lutheran Church. 
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Celebrating birthdays in November 

Names in bold = our brothers/sisters turning 90-90+ years! 

Ron Henderson  

Bryan Kane   

Martha Welch 

Jens Hansen  

Maralyn Struven  

Sig Hartnett   

Nancy Appling   

Marlene Pitt* 

Emma Worthge  

Sandra Polster  

Kevin Mesa*   

Robert Castronovo*  

Mathew Stucke  

Joella Mesa*   

Ortwine Dockter  

Noah Lin   

Paul Forbes   

Monika Hastings  

* = Friend of Congregation 

September 19, 2016 
 

Dear Friends at Hope Lutheran 
Church Women,  
 

Greetings from Lutheran World 
Relief! We’re so thankful for your 
partnership, and for your energy 
and enthusiasm as we roll out the 

new Quilt & Kit Tracker.  
 I’m excited to be able to share some details 
about where some of your items traveled in the last 
year. You may already have spotted in your online 
Tracker record that your Mission Quilts went to Thai-
land, departing our warehouse on August 26, 2016. 
LWR’s partner in Thailand is The Border Consortium 
(TBC). TBC is a non-profit, non-governmental human-
itarian relief and development agency. It is an alliance 
of NGOs, working together with displaced person of 
Burma, to respond to humanitarian needs, strengthen 
self-reliance and promote appropriate and lasting so-
lutions in pursuit of their dignity, justice and peace.  
 TBC is evolving as circumstances change, 
seeking to promote the self-reliance of displaced peo-
ple through the utilization and development of their 
own resources in preparation for long-term solutions. 
TBC will be willing to support voluntary return of the 
refugees when the situation allows safe and dignified 
return to Burma, and to assist, as appropriate, in their 
subsequent rehabilitation. As part of this Mission 
Quilts and Baby Care has been distributed to over 
100,000 members of underserved and vulnerable 
populations in 9 refugee camps in Burma. These Mis-
sion Quilts and Baby Care Kits will be invaluable dur-
ing the cold winter months and will provide a sense of 
security and dignity to those who receive them.  
 To learn more about this shipment, visit 

Andrea Hayes   

Anne Wilson   

Maxwell Jung   

Thomas Stucke  

Scott Worthge   

Jennifer Mendes*  

Alice Hogben   

lwr.org/tracker and scroll to the map that shows re-
cent distributions. You can click on Thailand to learn 
the latest. We will provide updates as we receive 
information from our partner. Thank you so much for 
bringing hope to our neighbors in need around the 
world. We thank God for you! 
 

Continued blessings on your ministry! 
Melanie W. Gibbons 
Quilt & Kit Ministry Manager 
      ******************** 
 

September 27, 2016 
 

Dear friends at Hope, 
Thanks to all of you for the farewell coffee and the 
nice “sending off” prayers. The church family meant 
so much to me and I really miss all of you.  
 

I pray especially for you as you continue to do the 
work in getting a new pastor. 
 

We hope some of you will visit us in Santa Maria. 
 

Wishing you God’s best 
Peace & Joy, 
Gloria Paulus 
       ******************** 
 

October 18, 2016 
 

To our Pastors for all their help, Thank you so much! 
To Hope congregation:  
Thank you for all your cards and kind words to help 
us through a very difficult time, the loss of my son 
Stephen. Your thoughtfulness and kind words are 
really appreciated.  
 

God Bless. 
Sincerely, 
Shirley Davanis & Family 



Spark Time Sunday School in November 

Children from Kindergarten thru Grade 6 

dismissed to Sunday School during Sending Hymn and 

join parents in Café Hope after approximately 30 minutes of study and activity. 

Date Theme Scripture 

November 6 The Sadducees’ Question Luke 20:27-38 

November 13 God’s Love Is Forever Luke 21:5-9 

November 20 The Day Jesus Died Luke 23:33-43 

November 27 God Will Bring Peace Isaiah 2:1-5 

Ministry Assistants 

Date 
Assisting 

Ministers 

Communion 

Assistants 
Readers 

Spark 

Leaders 

11/6 

Jerilyn Struven Phil Gaal 

Bill Hroziencik 

Don Hermansen Judy Jeschke 

11/13 

Skip Dahl Bill & Margo            

Kannenberg 

 

Skip Dahl Deb Stucke 

Rachael Stucke 

11/20 

Mary Philips Jerry Brooks 

Bob Lillo 

Bill Kannenberg Monika Hastings 

11/27 

Bill Kannenberg Nancy Kehl 

Skip Dahl 

Marilyn Johnson Jessica Stucke 

Emma Worthge 


