
D 
ear Friends, 
 

After the busy Christmas 
season which is filled with 
so much activity;  parties, 

family gatherings, decorating,  
shopping, cooking, baking, writing 
cards, wrapping presents, etc., etc., 

now sets in the quiet season of Epiphany. That 
Epiphany follows Christmas is just as it should be. 
Because the season of Christmas has become so 
hurried and so filled with obligatory activities, we 
don’t really have the time to allow the amazing news 
of Christmas to soak into our hearts and minds. 
What Christmas represents is the fact that, because 
it is not possible for us to find God on our own:  
because there are no ladders to heaven, except in 
dreams, (See Genesis 28:12), and because we have 
no way of peaking behind the mystery of the moment 
when space, time, and everything in them were 
created, had not God come to us and revealed  
himself, we would have no way of knowing God.  
 

Of course, in the Middle Ages, theologians believed 
that, while we could not know who God is,  
nevertheless, we could prove there is a God. The 
amazing thing about the Middle Ages is the faith 
people put in our ability to use reason to figure things 
out. And these people used reason in ways that 
stretch the mind all the way to its boundaries. For 
example, consider St. Anselm’s proof of the  
existence of God. He was an 11th century monk 
from Briton. It goes like this; God is that than which 
nothing greater can be thought to exist. Since it is 
greater to actually exist rather than to simply be a 
thought about something that might exist, therefore, 
God exists. For if he was only a thought, then he 
would not be that than which nothing greater can be 
thought to exist. People have been debating this one 
ever since. There are many more if you care to look 
into them. 
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In any case, the season of Epiphany is the time of the 
“manifestation” of God. It is to be the time when we 
consider the many ways in which Jesus demonstrated 
that, in him, God is truly with us. Certain biblical texts 
are often included in the Epiphany season that reveal 
signs of God’s presence. For example, the star of 
Bethlehem was a manifestation to the Wise Men that 
God had appeared. Jesus’ first sign in the gospel of 
John is another one. He was attending a wedding. 
They ran out of wine. So he turned several large jugs 
of water used for rites of purification into the finest 
wine served. Who, but God, could do that? Therefore, 
God had manifested himself as being present with us. 
 

That Epiphany is a relatively quiet time gives us a 
chance to become more aware of God’s presence in 
our lives. The problem for us is not that God has not 
made himself known to be present. It’s that we often 
don’t take proper notice of the fact that his transform-
ing presence is with us any time we care to become 
aware of it. How do we do that? Worship, worship, 
and more worship. That’s the best because it includes 
the means of grace: the word and sacraments.  
However, worship tends to be limited to one hour in 
the week. So, the Bible is available at any time.  
Consider this. Commit yourself to reading a chapter a 
day and reflecting on what it means for you. The Spirit 
of God will be present. If you are not attending the 
Sunday morning bible study, join us. The Spirit will be 
there as well. And, consider this; You were gifted with 
the Spirit in baptism. Taking some time out of your day 
to turn to the presence of the Spirit in your heart can 
be extremely refreshing. Some folks use a verse to 
meditate on for this. Others simply enter into the  
silence and ask the Spirit to come. Whatever you  
decide to do, I pray it will be a time full of the blessing 
of the presence of God and his incredible love for you. 
 
May the Word dwell in your heart richly. 
 

Pastor Dan Severson 

Pastor Daniel Severson 
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Preschool Corner 
 

W 
e return from a nice relaxing 
rest and looking forward to 
pajama day, special Christ-
mas gift sharing time and 

the beginning of tours and registration for 
the Fall.   
 

We have lots of spirited young ones under our care 
and we will continue to entertain and educate to 
make each child successful.  This year we have had 
several local elementary schools sending notes of 
appreciation for sending students so well prepared 
for kindergarten.  It is always nice to hear and know 
we continue to be current and on the right course.   
 

Tracy, Lorraine and I wish each of you a healthy, 
happy, and warm 2017.  As Tiny Tim would say 
“God Bless Us Everyone” 
 

Jeanne 
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Pastor Paul’s Notes 

M 
onday, January 16, is  
“Martin Luther King Day” 
national holiday.  Various 
events in our communi-

ties will be held in his honor. His  
philosophy of nonviolence is best 
explained in his book, STRENGTH 
TO LOVE. Here is a brief quote: 
“All persons are caught in an  

inescapable network of mutuality, tied in a single 
garment of destiny. Whatever affects one directly 
affects all indirectly. I can never be what I ought to 
be until you are what you ought to be, and you can 
never be what you ought to be until I am what I 
ought to be.” 
                      

  ********************* 
 

As the ELCA observes the 500th anniversary of the 
Protestant Reformation in 2017, “Gather” magazine 
is offering Bible studies that enlighten and illuminate 
reformation and transformation. “Gather”, the  
magazine of Women of the ELCA, offers a mix of 
articles, theological reflections, devotions and stories 

 Social Concerns 

A 
 BIG “Thank You” 
to the congregation for your contributions to 
the Samaritan House toy drive. We received 
a large and diverse number of items and you 

can be assured that this will help make a much more 
joyous Christmas for children who otherwise may not 
have received anything. This most certainly is a part 
of what Christmas is all about. 
 

Call Primrose received 20 boxes of groceries from our 
congregation for their Christmas Fill A Box drive. 
Thank you to all for your generous spirits that helped 
many families spread their tables with a good festival 
meal. 
 

We are also grateful for our understanding and flexi-
ble Home and Hope volunteers. Our December 
guests had atypical needs and our ever-patient volun-
teers worked patiently with us to care for the families. 
Thank you to all for your energies. Home and Hope 
hostings will take a well-deserved winter break and 
return in the beginning of March. Along with the arrival 
of Spring, we look forward to the revival of our usual 
smooth-running Home and Hope operations! 

of comfort and challenge that help readers grow in 
faith and engage in ministry and action. 
To get these Bible studies, you can subscribe to the 
magazine, at Gathermagazine.org. 
 

  ********************* 
 

SINGLE SENIORS will meet on Tuesday, January 3, 
12:30 to 2 pm in Nielsen Hall. This first get-together in 
the new year will be a pot luck salad, followed by a 
variety of games.  Please bring a favorite dish to 
share!  All are welcome. 
 

SINGLE SENIORS plan to have a lunch-outing to 
“Chalet Ticino” restaurant on Thursday, January 19. 
The address is: 1058 – C – Shell Blvd., Foster City.                  
Car pool from church at 12:30 or meet there at 1 pm.                                          
Please make sure you sign up or call the church of-
fice if you plan to attend. 
 

  ********************* 
 

Thank you to all who have and are providing  
refreshments for Café Hope, creating opportunities for 
conversation and fellowship.  If you would like to take 
a  turn, sign up in Nielsen Hall ---- there are openings 
in January and February.               



from our Choirs Director                                  
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THE VOICE OF HOPE – January 2017 
Reformation 500 

 

T 
he Lutheran Church is often 
called “the singing 
church”.  In preparation for 
the 500th anniversary of the 

Reformation, many congregations will 
be preparing in a variety of ways.  
 

One way we will be preparing is to 
feature hymns that are meaningful to the Lutheran 
Church.  Some will be familiar and some may be 
new. Music, and visual art, did not begin in the six-
teenth-century, nor did they end there.  These art 

Christian Education 
 

W 
e have just completed another Sunday 
morning Bible study, this time on the 
Gospel of John. All the lectures, and the 
written versions include much more  

information than there is time for in class, have been 
or are in the process of being typed by Elaine  
Dummler. Thank you Elaine! When they are  
completed, copies will be made available for anyone 
interested in having one. The individual lectures will 
also be available on the website.  
 

We also completed a rather unique course designed 
to look at the close connections between the Gospel 
as it was originally proclaimed by the apostles, the 
record of which we have in the New Testament, the 
formulation of basic Christian doctrine by the Church 
Fathers, and Martin Luther’s idea of faith—the way in 
which Christ becomes present in us with his gift of 
love and eternal life. These lectures are currently  
being compiled into a book and copies will be made 
available for anyone who might want to read this  
material. 
 

Next year, starting on Sunday, January 8th, we will 
begin a study of the Gospel of Matthew. Matthew was 
a Jew from Palestine and he shapes the story of  
Jesus in his narrative in a very different way from that 
of John. Jesus’ “Jewishness” comes out much more 
clearly, and his interest in the meaning of the law is 
emphasized by Matthew. I think you will enjoy this 
study. It will give us an opportunity to learn much 
more about the history of the period, the way of life of 
the people living in first century Galilee, and the close 

connection between the appearance of God in Jesus 
Christ, and God as he is portrayed in the Hebrew 
Scriptures. 
 

Also next year, we want to continue our observance 
of the 500th anniversary of the Reformation by look-
ing at another important aspect of Luther’s influence 
in the church. This time, starting on Monday, January 
9th at 1:00 pm in the Youth Room, we will dive into 
Luther’s ongoing influence on theology into the mod-
ern period. Due to the time period covered, this will 
involve such topics as science and religion, mysticism 
and experiences of God, the role of the church in a 
secular society, politics and religion, and religion as a 
vital force for healing body, mind, and spirit. I think 
you will find this class helpful in terms of gaining a 
better perspective of the place of the church in our 
own time and place. 
 

Also coming next year, David Phillips and I are  
starting a book club centered on works that can help 
us better understand and practice spirituality in our 
lives. We are hoping to invite people from the  
community to join us in this potentially enlightening 
group experience. While the start date is yet to be 
set, at this point we plan on meeting Thursday after-
noons in the Fireside room. We have chosen two 
books by modern spiritual masters, both of which 
have exercised a great deal of influence in this area. 
If you know of someone who may be interested, 
please invite them. The start date will be in the bulle-
tin soon. 
 

May the Word dwell in your heart richly. 
 

Pastor Dan Severson 

forms are ever evolving.  The church is always  
reforming, and you may recognize songs from  
Germany, Scandinavia, Asia, Latin America, Africa, 
and America in diverse styles. 
 

We will be featuring a “hymn of the month” type  
format, so that we will have a different hymn each 
month.  We have a rich musical heritage, much loved 
traditional favorites, and will add a variety of new 
styles. 
 

We look forward to “making a joyful noise” together in 
the coming year, 
 

Shirley Fitzgerald 



HLCW Circles 

Mary Circle 

3rd Tuesday of the month 10:00 am 
Location Varies 
Contact: Martha Welch  
 
Priscilla Circle 
3rd Tuesday of the month 9:30 am  
Location Varies 
Contact: Joan Cleven  

_ _ _ _Stitches & Ties & Come See Us x x x x        

O 
NE HUNDRED QUILTS  were donated 
last year, but the quilt cupboard is NOT 
empty. Please inform the Hope  office 
when you know of an urgent need for a 

quilt. 
 
During 2016 CORA received 12 quilts; Home and 
Hope-7; high school graduates-3; Children’s Fund-8; 
Lutheran Social Services for Northern California fire 
victims-20 and Lutheran World Relief-50. 
 
Also quilters prepared 24 fabric kits for LWR each 
consisting of 6 yards of fabric and 2 spools of thread. 
HLCW contributed LWR shipping fares of $2.25 per 
quilt and $1.00 per kit. 
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Quilters will continue their tradition of potluck soup 
for their first meeting of 2017 in Nielsen Hall on 
January 10. You are welcome to join us.  Please 
bring an item READY for the soup kettle as well as  
your beverage mug and willing hands. The coffee 
will be hot, the dessert tasty and the soup fantastic. 
                                                       
Mark your calendar now! 

Sarah Circle 
3rd Tuesday of the month 10:00 am 
Location Varies 
Contact:  Lois Nieman  
 
Lydia Circle is open to women of all ages and  
stages; Evening or weekend meetings; Our schedule 
is flexible. Location: Hope Youth Room 
Contact:  Heidi Waters  

O 
ur Hope family blessed the HLCW Thankoffering with contributions of More than $1350 to provide 
more than 2700 Second Harvest meals. 
 

WE CAN DO MORE!!  SHARE ACCESS INFORMATION WITH ANY WHO SEEM TO BE IN 
NEED.  CLIP AND SAVE…. 

Let’s keep on loving our neighbors as ourselves.   
 

A great new year to all from the women of Hope. 

THANKOFFERING JOY 

Second Harvest Food Connection  
Phone: 1-800-984-3663  Monday-Friday 8AM to 5 PM 

ONLINE:   shfb.org    24 hours each day 



Photo credit to  
Maggie K Timeus 
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Semi-Annual Congregational  
Meeting 

 

Sunday, January 22, 2017 
following worship 

Save the Date  
 

Jesus Loves Me: A Valentines Dinner 
Sunday, February 12, 5pm 

Nielsen Hall 
 

Hosted by your Evangelism Committee 
 

 

Delicious Food 
Valentine Games 

Fun for the whole family and friends 

Hope’s 2017 Art Exhibit—January 8 
 

The Louvre, The Tate, The de Young, … The Hope? 
 

T 
he Education Committee is assisting Bible Study in presenting an all-Hope Art Exhibit to coincide 
with the Epiphany.  We are soliciting the congregation to lend artwork to help tell the story of Jesus’ 
“I Am” sayings and His signs and miracles. Whether on loan from your own collections or newly cre-
ated for the occasion, please help this effort.   

 

We would like works to help convey the following themes 
  
 

SIGNS & MIRACLES 
Changing water into wine 
Healing the royal official’s son 
Healing the Paralytic 
Feeding the 5,000 
Jesus walking on water 
Healing the man blind from birth 
Raising Lazarus from the dead 
 

So, break out your oil and canvas, your chisel and marble and call on your inner Rembrandt or Degas or 
simply blow the dust off that forgotten masterpiece moldering in the attic and support Hope’s 2017 Art  
Exhibit on January 8th in Nielsen Hall (setting up on Saturday, January 7th). Contact Elaine Dummler for  
details.   

A 
n organizational meeting has been scheduled for a new book club to be held at hope Lutheran 
Church. The topic will be Christian Spirituality and the selection of the books we read can range 
from popular fiction to autobiography to books where authors simply reflect on what spirituality has 
meant to them in their personal walk with God. One that has been mentioned is the autobiograph-

ical” Seven Story Mountain” by Thomas Merton. However, at this first meeting, we would like to discuss our 
first choice with all those who would like to participate. Meetings will be held on a monthly basis. 
 

The first meeting has been scheduled to take place on Thursday, February 2nd at 1:30 pm. We will meet in 
the Fireside room, otherwise known as the library. Should there be folks interested in becoming a part of this 
group who cannot meet at this time, we are also open to changing the meeting time to the first Saturday of 
each month at 10:00 am. Please indicate your interest either way to Pastor Dan. 
 

Our hope and purpose is not just to learn about spirituality but to become a group where its members can 
grow in their discipleship and their faith in Jesus Christ through their mutual reflections on the reading materi-
al. Also, it’s important to know that this group is open to all persons. If you know someone who you feel may 
be interested in this, please share the information and have them contact Pastor Dan at the church office.  

ANNOUNCEING A NEW BOOK CLUB ON CHRISTIAN SPIRITUALITY                            

“I AM SAYINGS OF JESUS” 
I am the bread of life 
I am the light of the world 
I am the gate 
I am the good shepherd 
I am the resurrection and the light 
I am the way, the truth and the life 
I am the true vine 
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Celebrating birthdays in January 

Names in bold = our brothers/sisters turning 90-90+ years! 

Anne Hermansen  

Bob Smith* 

Holly Hermansen  

Hillary Coyne*   

Mehri Vatanparast  

Verena Brauen  

Stewart Hoffheins*  

Jack Coyne Jr.  

Anders Voss   

Margo Kannenberg  

Bob Paulus   

Jerry Butler   

Douglas Johnson  

Marilyn Johnson  

Gilbert Schroeder  

* = Friend of Congregation 

 
The Call Committee has met frequently 
and has thoughtfully taken the initiative to  
interact with the Synod.  While the list of 
candidates has been slow in coming from 
the Synod, advances have been made 
and it now appears that the first list will be 
presented to the committee before the 
end of the year. We thank you for your 
prayers and concerns about the call  
process. 

December 8, 2016 
 

My Dear Hope Lutheran Family, 
 

I would like to thank you for your gen-
erous box of goodies that you so 
kindly sent my way. The copious 
amount of energy bars and chocolate 

are greatly appreciated especially during finals. Speak-
ing of finals, my classes are going well and I expect to 
pass all of my classes which include, Mathematics, 
world civilization, government, and leadership develop-
ment. 
 Even more exciting than good grades is that I 
recently got accepted to Portland State University, and I 
will be starting classes there next fall with a major in en-
vironmental studies. I haven't decided on a minor but I’m 
leading towards geology, business, or leadership. 
 To my fellow Scandinavians and members of the 
Sons of Norway, I recently discovered that Portland 
State offers courses in Norwegian Language, a subject 
that I am egger to take.  
 As for things at my current school, Rogue Com-
munity College, life couldn’t be better! I serve as Vice 
President and Director of Clubs and Student Organiza-
tions with my schools Associated Student Government, 
and I also work at our campuses library.  
 I hope everything is well at Hope Lutheran and 
that you are enjoying your new pastor. I’m sure that he 
is well liked and is treated with love and compassion 
that Hope Lutheran is known for.  
 

Have a very Merry Christmas, 
Nikolaus S. Grimsby 
 

        ********************* 
December 8, 2016 
 

Dear Friends at Hope Lutheran Church Women, 
Thank you for your generous gift of quilts and kits for the  
LWR’s distribution overseas. These gifts of your hearts 

and hands are beautiful expressions of God’s 
grace and love to people all around the world.  
 Because of your support, LWR is able to 
share the tangible love of Christ with thousands of 
people through your quilts and kits. Earlier this 
summer, LWR staff and partner CARITAS were 
busy distributing quilts and kits in Peru, to Peruvi-
ans who are the most vulnerable due to proximity 
to disaster risk areas, lack of access to clean wa-
ter, and high unemployment rates. Many have also 
been ostracized from public and private develop-
ment efforts and policies due to their class, age, 
sex, ethnicity and health. In addition to being prac-
tical, the quilts and kits will be a source of comfort, 
security and hope to those who receive them.  
 Your quilts and kits provide important ne-
cessities to our neighbors around the world, and 
serve as reminders that they are not alone or for-
gotten. In the first part of 2016, we also shipped 
quilts and kits to India, the Democratic Republic of 
Congo, Tanzania, Honduras, Georgia and Ugan-
da. On behalf of our neighbors in villages, schools, 
hospitals and refugee camps around the world, I 
extend deepest thanks for your contribution, and 
pray God’s richest blessing on your life and work! 
 

In Christ, 
Melanie W. Gibbons 
Quilt & Kit Ministry Manager 
Lutheran World Relief 
 

DONATION RECEIPT 

Please note: this receipt may not reflect your full donation. 
Based on when the receipt data was pulled, some of your 
items may have not yet to be processed, and you will receive 
additional receipts for those items as they are scanned into 
the system.  

51 Mission Quilts 

24 Fabric Kits 

Call Committee News: 



Spark Time Sunday School in January 

Children from Kindergarten thru Grade 6 

dismissed to Sunday School during Sending Hymn and 

join parents in Café Hope after approximately 30 minutes of study and activity. 

Date Theme Scripture 

January 1 Escape to Egypt Matthew 2:13-23 

January 8 Jesus’ Baptism Matthew 3:13-17 

January 15 The Lamb of God John 1:29-42 

January 22 The Disciples Matthew 4:12-23; 9:9-13; 10:1-4 

January 29 The Beatitudes  Matthew 5:1-12 

Ministry Assistants 

Date 
Assisting 

Ministers 

Communion 

Assistants 
Readers 

Spark 

Leaders 

1/1 
Kirsten Severson Phil & Marilyn Gaal Kirsten Severson Deb Stucke 

Rachael Stucke 

1/8 

Margo Kannenberg Nancy Kehl 

Jerry Brooks 

Bill Hroziencik Monika Hastings 

1/15 

Jack Coyne Carole Setzer 

Kirsten Severson 

Nina Amarandos Jessica Stucke 

Emma Worthge 

1/22 

Semi-Annual 

Congregational 

Meeting  

Jerilyn Struven Bill Hroziencik 

Marlys Jungroth 

Frank Lin Hank Harper 

Ken Struven 

1/29 

Skip Dahl Bill & Margo Kannenberg Hank Harper Sandi Kane 


