
D 
ear Friends, 
 

All congregations have their 
own unique challenges, alt-
hough due to shirking  

membership, many ELCA congrega-
tions are facing similar difficulties. Here 
at Hope, I see a number of things that 

we need to face and deal with in some way or other. 
 

Our membership is ageing, and has been for some 
time. As a result, I decided to establish a memorial 
fund in memory of my mother, the funds from which 
are to be used in a variety of ways to expand senior 
ministry. Pastor Paul is already doing a good job with 
the single seniors group. We can do more and he 
has helped me establish a planning group which is 
busy looking at ways we can meet the needs of  
seniors in our church and community. For more  
information on this, please see Pastor Paul’s article 
in this newsletter. 
 

An ageing congregation usually leads to a shrinking 
pool of volunteers for groups such as the church 
council and planning committees due to problems 
with transportation and driving at night. While our 
seniors are doing a great job with things such as the 
altar guild, providing for the needs of the community 
in terms of donations, and while they are very active 
in bible studies, including the women’s circles and 
the men’s breakfast bible study, we are having a hard 
time finding people who can serve on council. We are 
going to have to find ways to address this need in the 
years to come. Church council is not an option. We 
have to have a decision making body to see to the 
practical affairs of congregational life. Perhaps we 
need to look at the possibility of meeting during the 
day, such as Saturday morning or Sunday afternoon. 
 

We have a small contingent of young people in  
various age groups and it’s going to be important to 
create programs that keep them involved and give 
them a sense of being valued and included in the 
community. Last winter, we had a promising meeting 
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that included many of the parents of our youth. I am 
hoping that we can do some effective follow-up and 
establish a program that will be both enjoyable for the 
youth and realistic in terms of the time they have to 
commit.  
 

All congregations need to create effective ways to 
reach out beyond the walls of the church. Today,  
electronic media is essential for this purpose. Happily, 
we have a new and up to date website which is being 
used effectively. Our latest visitor came because she 
found us on the website. However, this can also be 
improved. Posting audio and even video (someday) of 
worship services can be an effective tool for getting 
the word out to those who are looking for a church that 
retains traditional liturgical worship practices. 
 

We have a large facility much of which is going  
unused. Serving the community by providing our 
classrooms and meeting spaces to non-profit service 
organizations is not only a ministry to the larger  
community, it is an outreach tool. I also think that 
Hope can create ministries which may be of interest to 
others in the community such as classes, book clubs, 
spirituality groups, and social ministry programs such 
as Home and Hope. The challenge is getting the word 
out. 
 

Foundational is making sure the worship experience 
here is as meaningful and as well-done as possible. 
Once a person comes, this is what will bring them 
back, assuming of course that they are made to feel 
welcome. Café’ Hope is a wonderful way in which we 
can continue to do this. 
 

Hope Lutheran Church is not alone in these challeng-
es. We live in an increasingly secular society and the 
number of people looking for a church home are few 
and far between. However, neither are we paralyzed 
to do something about it. Proclaiming and demonstrat-
ing the love of Christ is our job. The rest, we leave to 
the Spirit of God. 
 
Blessings, Pastor Dan 

The Voice of Hope 
 

The newsletter of Hope Lutheran Church, San Mateo, CA 

“Knowing and sharing the good news of Hope in Christ” 

Pastor Daniel Severson 
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Pastor Paul’s Notes 

L 
ast month I mentioned an 
expanded Seniors ministry. 
We are moving forward with 
an emphasis on meeting the 

needs of not only members of Hope 
but people in the greater communi-
ty. We have also invited the other 
ELCA churches on the Peninsula to 

be involved, in volunteering to…….  visit or phone 
people who are alone, help to re-organize or assist 
in  down-sizing homes, provide meals in time of 
need, “handyperson” services, transportation, and 
simply provide a friendly hand.  There are several at 
Hope who are already involved in some of these 
efforts. In a letter that I sent to the other churches, 
“while there are resources and services available in 
the community, such as “The Villages” and various 
city and county programs, we think there is signifi-
cant benefit for our faith-based groups to join hands 
in serving.” Regarding seniors living in outlying 
communities, we know there are many needs that 
are going unmet, triggered by loneliness and isola-
tion. Author Henri Nouwen has written,  “All of us  
are born with a deep and abiding loneliness. We 
yearn to love and be loved, and if that craving goes 
unfulfilled, we live in anguish.” We are seeking to 
identify our neighbors in this situation and provide a 
caring ministry. And we hope there will be a cadre 
of people in our churches to assist. 
 We also want to invite people of Hope to let 
us know if you have specific needs requiring finan-
cial assistance, such as medical equipment, funds 
for transportation, nutrition services such as Meals 
on Wheels or other miscellaneous needs. We have 
a budget for such uses. Please contact the church 
office and we will respond. 
  

  ******************** 
 

“Single Seniors” had a great lunch and tour of Ster-
ling Court Retirement Center in May.   
 

 
 ******************* 
 

Café Hope continues during 
summer months, but needs 
your help in providing such 
hospitality. Please check the 
schedule and sign-up.  
Thanks! 

50th  Anniversary of Ordination 
 

Rev. Paul Michaelson 

P 
astor Paul Michaelson be-

gan his ministry at Our 

Savior’s in San Diego, and 

after four years accepted a 

call to Our Savior’s in East Palo Al-

to. Three years later he began a ser-

vice to Veterans sponsored by Lu-

theran Social Services. During his 

nine years with LSS he also served 

as chaplain at a juvenile hall, assist-

ed in Vietnam refugee resettlement, provided counseling 

services in the community and was area director in San 

Francisco. He next began a 22-year period of serving as 

interim pastor in over twenty Synod congregations. Early 

on he received training from the ecumenical Interim Minis-

try Network and then served as ‘interim ministry coordina-

tor’ for the Synod under Bishops Lyle Miller, Bob Matthias 

and Dave Mullen, and gave the first ongoing training of 

interim pastors. Congregations served during this time in-

cluded several San Francisco, San Jose, the Peninsula, the 

East Bay and Monterey.  
 

Pastor Paul retired in 2005 and then served a four year stint 

as golf coach in two Peninsula high schools. He continues 

at present as a public address announcer for sports in those 

schools. He has been visitation/outreach pastor at Hope  

Lutheran Church since 2008, and during this period has  

concentrated on developing a Seniors Ministry, a topic of  

interest since his involvement in Gerontology Certificate  

Program at San Francisco State. “Single Seniors” at Hope 

has branched out to include other Synod congregations on 

the Peninsula and we are now seeking to expand senior 

adult ministry.  
 

On behalf of the entire Hope Lutheran  
Congregation, we’d like to thank and honor 

Pastor Paul for all his services to our church 
and the community!  

Photos taken from “Single Seniors” group at Sterling Court 5/18/17 



Celebrating birthdays in July 

Names in bold = our brothers/sisters turning 90-90+ years! 

From our Council President 

David Hermansen  

Bill Kannenberg  

Judy Hunt   

Ellen Leaf 

Clark Speetzen  

Heather Hoover  

B 
rothers and Sisters in 
Christ, 
 

Well it is hard to believe 
that it has been a year 

since I became Council President 
and now my term is over.  By the 
time this article comes out in the 

July Voice of Hope there will have been a semi-
annual meeting and hopefully a full Council elect-
ed and a new Council President.  I do want to 
thank the congregation, my fellow Council mem-
bers and all of the people at Hope who have work 
this past year to make Hope such a wonderful 
place.  Hope has a lot of work to do to continue 
our mission and working together, we will suc-
ceed in building up the family of Hope and reach-
ing out to others in our community. 
 

While I will not be on the Council next year, I will 
continue to serve on committees and volunteer to 
help where I can and I hope all of you will also. 
 

Thank you for everything you do and please keep 
up the commitment of time and talent in making 
Hope Lutheran Church a warm and welcoming 
family to be a part of. 
 

Jack Coyne 
Council President 

T 
he Choir and Bell Choir  
may seem to be on a break, 
but they and all the mem-
bers plus all the behind the 

scenes personnel are still busily 
working. Many are preparing music 
for the Special Summer Music 
presentations. Many are figuring out 
their schedules for fall, festivals, and 

special occasions. The planning goes on, and we hope 
that you will be a part of the upcoming pro-
jects.  There’s always room for more. We will be mak-
ing plans for: 
 

  The opening fall season 
  Reformation 
  All Saints Sunday 
  Thanksgiving 
  Advent 
  Christmas 
  

And on and on. We are always looking for new ideas, 
new people, AND new music.  Now is the time to write 
us into your schedules (in ink) , and plan to set aside 
the time for rehearsals and Sundays for the new sea-
son..  We’re counting on you. 
   
Shirley Fitzgerld 
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Jean Dehner   

Bill Fong   

Hank Harper   

Bill Hroziencik   

Else Welch   

Danielle Grimsby  

June 6, 2017 
 

"I would like to thank Pastor Dan, Heidi Waters, Sandi Kane, Marlys Jungroth, and the congre-
gation of Hope for supporting me during my confirmation journey.  I enjoyed learning more about 
the Lutheran church and also meeting the  confirmands from other Lutheran churches. I am 

proud to be a confirmed member of Hope!" 
 

            Sam Jung 

From our Choirs Director                                  

Carrie Miller   

Erica Grimstvedt  

Scott Hroziencik  

Lois Nieman   

Sam Wilson   
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Sam Jung and Owen Sallander 
Confirmation Sunday, June 4, 2017 

Photo credit to Ken Struven 

Confirmation Faith Statements and Scripture 
Samuel Jung My faith is important to me because it helps me through my hardships. My faith 
helped me deal with the loss of my grandparents because I knew that they would go to a better 
place. Another way my faith helps me, is that it connects me with God so when something bad hap-
pens to me, I know that God will always be there for me. Also my faith in God allows me to know that 
God loves everyone even though they are different. In conclusion, my faith for God has grown and 
will continue to grow as I get older, helping me with obstacles that appear in my life. 
 

Scripture Verse: Psalm 34 V 4-I  
sought the Lord and he answered me, and delivered me from all my fears.  

 
Owen Sallander This scripture verse is important to me because it shows who I am and how I will 
always trust in God. He promises me good thins and helps me to make great and better decisions. 
He has always been there for me and always will be.   
 

Scripture Verse:  Psalm 125 V 1 

Those who trust in the Lord are like Mount Zion, which cannot be moved but abides forever. 
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_ _ _ _Stitches & Ties x x x x        

1. Martin Luther didn’t think of himself as a reformer of the 

church. He felt that job belonged only to Jesus Christ—

Luther was merely a John the Baptist, pointing to the Lamb 

of God.  
 

2. Luther wasn’t exactly from peasant stocks. His father, 

Hans—whose father was a farmer—ended up a well-to-do 

mine owner. His mother’s family, the Lindemanns, included 

a mayor of Eisenach, Thuringia, in Germany.  
 

3. The 95 Theses may or may not have been posted on the 

University of Wittenberg’s “bulletin board” (the Castle 

Church door) on Oct. 31, 1517—but they were posted in the 

mail to the archbishop of Mainz, Albercht von Branden-

burg.  
 

4. Luther’s chief complaint in the 95 Theses was bad 

preaching and how it undermined the listeners’ faith in God. 
 

5. In the 16th century, Luther would have posted a universi-

ty notice like the 95 Theses with wax or paste, not hammer 

and nails. The depiction of Luther hammering the theses 

first appeared in 1717. 
 

6. During Luther’s lifetime, the 95 Theses were only availa-

ble in three Latin printings. Only with the publication of the 

German Sermon on Indulgences and Grace did he become 

the world’s first living best-selling author.  
 

7. In his defense of the 95 Theses, called the Explanations, 

Luther first insisted that God’s word, not our decisions or 

works, creates faith in us and makes us Christians. 
 

8. When Luther insisted that Christians are righteous and 

sinner at the same time (“simuliustus et peccator”), he was-

n’t giving believers an excuse to sin but was providing a 

way to be honest about themselves (as sinners) and about 

God’s mercy (as righteous).  
 

9. Luther rarely used the phrase sola scriptura (“Scripture 

alone”) because he also recognized other, lesser authorities 

in the church and because he preferred to use phrases like 

“God’s word alone,” which implied proclamation of Scrip-

ture’s commands and promises.  
 

10. With the phrase “faith alone,” Luther excluded all hu-

man preconditions for receiving God’s mercy, so that faith 

itself can never be a “work” we do for God but a relation-

ship God establishes with us through word and sacrament. 

That is why his explanation of the third article of the 

Apostles’ Cree in the Small Catechism begins: “I believe 

that… I cannot believe.” 

Reformation 500  

50 things you may not know about Luther  
By Timothy J. Wengert  

(posted in the June 2017 LivingLutheran Magazine) 
WHAT’S NEXT??? 

 
From page 11 of the LWR Quilt and Kit Ministry 
Guide 2016-2017: 

A copy of page 11 from the Guide is available in 
Nielsen Hall for you. Several assembled fabric kits 
may be seen as well. 
 
Your contributions of fabric and thread as  
specified or your check to HLCW for its will be 
greatly appreciated. 
 
You are welcome at Quilter’s assembly  
sessions on the second and fourth Tuesdays all 
summer long. You may tie quilts, cut fabric ,  
arrange quilt fronts or simply observe.  Brown bag 
lunch from 12-1 is a fun time to come.   
 
We hope to see YOU!!                      
 
Affectionately,  
Hope Quilters 

A t the Sewing Training Centre: Norte 
Dame of all Graces in the parish of 

Koupela, Burkina Faso, young women sit 
with rapt concentration at sewing machines. 
They are among the most  vulnerable in 
their communities, trapped in a painful and 
exhausting cycle of poverty.  
 The Training Centre offers them the  
opportunity to learn a marketable skill, one 
they can use to support themselves and their 
families. Lack of supplies created an inter-
ruption to their training, and the arrival of 
Fabric Kits from LWR meant that classes 
could resume once again. Students and 
teachers alike were very thankful for the 
providential supplies,” sending their deep 
thanks to the donors! 

To be continued in the next Voice of Hope 
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BOOK CLUB  
Join our book club at Hope. Our next meeting will be 

on Thursday, July 6 at 1:30 pm in the Fireside Room. 

We will be reviewing the last four books read.  

HLCW Summer Circles 
 

 All daytime Women’s Circles will meet as a 
group on the 3rd Tuesday of the month during 
summer in Nielsen Hall at 10 am.   

ADULT EDUCATION 
Our summer offering for adult education continues 
our Reformation anniversary observance. A short 
course on “Luther and the Bible” started on 
Wednesday, June 21st and this class will meet each 
Wednesday (excluding July 5th) at 1:00 pm in the 
youth room until July 26th. Each class will take up an 
important aspect of Luther’s use of the Bible in 
terms of defining doctrine and describing important 
aspects of the Christian life. It’s important to note 
that Luther did not interpret scripture in isolation 
from the larger Christian tradition which he and all 
Christians have inherited from 2,000 years of tradi-
tion. However, he did introduce some unique ways 
of expressing the content of the faith which have 
lasted through the years. His “theology of the cross” 
is just one particularly important concept that theolo-
gians to this day consider very important.  
 

If you have yet to attend one of these sessions, 
please do. We meet for one hour and there will be 
time for questions and discussion should the group 
so desire. 
 

Our Sunday morning bible study is on vacation for 
the summer. However, before we wrapped-up the 
last class on the gospel of Matthew, we discussed 
the topic for next Fall. Majority opinion was, “Let’s 
dive into the most controversial book in the New 
Testament.” “What is that?” you might ask. The 
book that just about every generation since the turn 
of the first century, including our own, has thought 
was a description of current events, namely, the 
book of Revelation.  
 

This book was written by an elder of the churches in 
Asia Minor (present day Turkey) by the name of 
John. This was a time of persecution for those 
churches and John had been banished (a common 

punishment designed to keep a person from having in-
fluence over others) to a barren Greek island named 
Patmos. While he was there, on “the Lord’s day,” he 
had a series of visions designed to convey the fact that 
“the Lamb of God” would win the ultimate victory over 
the forces of evil. These visions include much symbol-
ism drawn from the rest of scripture and thus were inex-
plicable from all who were not familiar with the Bible or 
the Christian faith—as John wanted it. Unfortunately, 
John’s visions are also baffling for many others down to 
our own day. However, if you know this: that John’s 
purpose was to create hope in the midst of extreme 
danger, then you have the point of the whole thing. 
 

We will begin our study of this book on Sunday,  
September 10th after Café’ Hope in the educational 
building. I hope you can join us as we strive for clarity in 
a book that Luther considered to be altogether too  
confusing for the average reader of scripture.   

 

Save the Date  
 

San Jose Giants Baseball & BBQ  

Fireworks immediately following the game.   

Saturday, August 5th, 2017 

 Game starts at 7pm. Gates open at 4 

Take in the great times at the ballpark and enjoy delicious 

mouth-watering BBQ food with the San Jose Giants Base-

ball and BBQ  package. You can settle into the  relaxing at-

mosphere of Turkey Mike’s BBQ picnic area and experience 

how baseball is supposed to be enjoyed.  
 

Cost: 27.00 Per adult;    

16.00 for Children under 12, under 5 years old FREE  
 

This price includes ribs, chicken or sandwich items plus side 

dishes, a non-alcoholic beverage and admission to the ball-

game (vegetarian options are available). If you would like to 

carpool, we will meet at Hope at 2:30 pm.  There are sign-up 

sheets in Nielsen Hall.  Please sign up and provide payment 

by JULY 23, so we know how many tickets we need to buy 

(we   already have seats reserved, so we will need to give the 

ballpark a final headcount).  Make checks out to Hope with 

“SJC BALLGAME” in the notes. Please contact Sandi Kane 

if you have any questions. (If you do not want to carpool, the 

ballpark is located at: 588 E Alma Ave, San Jose, CA 

95112) See you at the ballpark!! 
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2017 Vacation Bible School 
H O S T E D  B Y  H O P E  A N D  S T .  A N D R E W ’ S  L U T H E R A N C H U R C H E S  

R U N  B Y  M O U N T  C R O S S  D A Y  C A M P  S T A F F  

Kindergarten—6th Grade Students are invited to join our Vacation Bible School 

Vacation Bible School at Hope Lutheran 

Vacation Bible School returns to Hope for 2017.  

Join us for a week of faith-based fun, which      

includes group games, arts & crafts,                

worship, community building activities and Bible 

Encounters based on our summer theme. Our 

Day Camp is led by the Mt. Cross Summer Staff. 
 

When:  July 24-28, 2017 

Full Day:  9am—3pm M—Th, 9-2pm Friday 

Half Day: 9am-12pm daily (Kindergarten only) 
 

Who: 

Kids aged 5-12 Entering Kindergarten—6th grade. 
 

Cost: 

Full Day:  $80/week for church members, $90/

week non-members, $50 for additional siblings 

Half Day:  $50/week for church members, $60/

week non-members 
 

Financial assistance available upon request. 
 

Registration: 

Complete a Registration and Camper Health form 

and return these with your payment to: 

 Hope Lutheran Church 

 600 W. 42nd Avenue 

 San Mateo, CA 94403 

Please note VBS and camper name on the memo 

line of your check. 

R E G I S T R A T I O N  A N D  H E A L T H  F O R M S  A R E  

A V A I L A B L E  O N L I N E  A T  

H O P E L U T H E R A N S A N M A T E O . O R G  


