
D ear Friends, 

 

Greetings from Castro Valley 

where Kirsten and I are holed up 

doing what we can to work, 

exercise, and entertain ourselves 

with silly movies. Actually, the only recent movie we saw 

worth recommending is 1917; a World War I drama that 

demonstrates the fact that what people go through can 

always be worse, as bad as this pandemic is.  

I want to remind everyone that I am posting the Sunday 

sermon on the website with the help of Skip Dahl, who 

records it, and Judy Jeschke, who posts it. Also, your 

Executive Committee is meeting by conference call every 

Sunday morning at 11:00 am to plan and figure out the 

best way to deal with ongoing church business. We will 

soon be using a call service that allows us to record two 

minute messages and send them to everyone on our call 

list. The old phone tree is currently on the blink and 

probably needs to retire. We will make sure everyone 

knows when we can begin to hold services again, and what 

the plans for Holy Week services become. If we can’t 

gather for Good Friday and Easter, we will post messages 

and more if possible. 

As we continue to be under a “shelter in place” order, I 

hope you are all doing okay and have the help you need to 

get groceries, prescriptions, and other necessities. I have 

been calling many of our members to check in. While I 

have been able to connect with most of the folks I called, 

some have not answered and because the mailbox has been 

full, I could not leave a message. If there is anything 

regarding pastoral care that you need to talk to me about, 

don’t hesitate to call. My cell phone number is 510-894-

9550. Please leave a message if I can’t pick up when you 

call. Also, with respect to offerings, if you would like to 

keep up with your pledge during this time, you can either 

mail it in to the church office, and someone will pick these 

up once a week and make the deposit, or, you can call 

Margo Kannenberg, our treasurer, and she will help you 

with direct deposit. 

That we would have to experience a world-wide pandemic 

certainly has come as a shock to everyone. As I have said 

on numerous occasions, one never knows what will arise 

as time goes by. However, while I firmly believe that God 

does not cause such things to happen, (I think the Bible is 

very clear on this) nevertheless, I am convinced from the 

witness of scripture that God uses such things to 

accomplish God’s purposes. Currently, one of the things I 

am doing is writing lectures for the next midweek class on 

the timeless stories and unforgettable people in the Bible. 

Both the people of God in the Old Testament, and the 

Apostles in the New Testament, encountered a myriad of 

unforeseen challenges, and all of them eventually served 

God’s purposes. For example, a famine is what required 

Jacob and his sons to relocate to Egypt where they 

prospered and became a numerous people, fulfilling God’s 

promise to Abraham. It was the constant attacks from 

enemies that eventually led to the rise of King David and 

the final unification of the twelve tribes of Israel. In the 

New Testament, it was the Roman war that drove the 

early church out of Palestine, and that led to the rapid 

spread of Christianity. Of course, Paul was already busy 

spreading the word all over the empire but he too 

experienced many challenges, and these served the 

purpose of spreading the gospel. 

Where will this lead, and what might the consequences be 

for our country and world? That’s impossible to say now. 

But I do know that, as Christians, we are called to trust 

God when it comes to the big picture, and when it comes 

to our individual lives. There are a number of things we 

have the opportunity to do at a time like this. Renewal of 

our faith life through more prayer time and bible reading 

could have enormously positive benefits for everyone. 

Good to read for this purpose are the psalms, Ecclesiastes, 
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the story of David in I and II Samuel, Exodus, Genesis, the 

gospels, and for a short but highly enlightening book, Paul’s 

letter to the Galatians. Those of you who belong to the 

men’s group and the book club might start reading the 

book “In the Footsteps of Jesus.” I would also highly 

recommend this book to everyone else. The author is Jean-

Pierre Isbouts. This is the best book on the life and times of 

Jesus that I have read.  

Apart from this, service to our neighbors in need is also 

considered a spiritual discipline. As the unemployment rate 

rises, and as Congress can’t seem to even put aside partisan 

concerns to help those in need during a crises, the 

charitable agencies are experiencing a great need for funds. 

I realize that it would not be a good idea for most of you to 

volunteer. However, financial contributions would be much 

appreciated by places such as Samaritan House, CALL 

Primrose, and 2nd Harvest Food Bank. In any case, I hope 

you will take advantage of any extra time you may have to 

focus on your faith. When we can’t gather for worship, this 

becomes particularly important. And, if you are concerned 

about any of our members, give them a call. Knowing that 

someone cares is very important for all of us. 

As I said above, in the meantime, I will give each sermon 

my best shot at conveying the gospel message of God’s love 

and our need for divine mercy and forgiveness. My hope is 

that we will be together again very soon. My fear is that this 

virus could spread for an extended period of time. But 

whatever happens, lift your hearts to the Lord. His 

presence is love and life, poured into our hearts through the 

Holy Spirit. May God’s Spirit of life and love bring you 

peace, joy, and the assurance of God’s victory over sin and 

death through our Lord Jesus Christ. 

Blessings, Pastor Dan 
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CONTINUED FROM THE FRONT PAGE 

T o the people of Hope -  

 

What a frightening and uncertain time it is. Normally 

the choir would be preparing music for the last Sunday 

of Lent, Palm Sunday, Good Friday and Easter. Wheth-

er we can meet on Easter is an unknown, as each day 

brings mounting numbers of the virus. I do know that 

when we finally come together we will sing the most 

joyous, grateful “Alleluias” you have ever heard! I miss 

the fellowship of our choir rehearsals - the concentra-

tion learning a new anthem - the cheerful banter as we 

joke about our mistakes, and the satisfaction when we 

sing a phrase just right! I am so lucky to be “sheltering” 

with my husband, Peter, who keeps me laughing. He is 

growing a beard so I have someone different to look at 

all day! We strive to accomplish one task each day. Our 

best so far is painting our inner hallway, and we have 

another bedroom to paint on the list. I am cooking 

some new recipes, (as long as I can find the ingredients 

in the store). We also enjoy a long walk every day. Here 

is a wish that you all are staying healthy and upbeat, 

until we meet again.  

———Jan Gunderson  

From our  
Choir Director 

Preschool Corner 

It’s a sad time for our world. 

Our preschool along with oth-

er schools are closed due to 

the COVID-19.  

Please be safe during this time.  Our prayers are 

with you and your families.   

Blessing, Tracy  
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gent.  Bible studies, classes, committee meetings, choir 

practices, and shared meals have all been canceled until 

we get word that we may come together in person again. 

It is amazing how many aspects of our lives this pandemic 

affects.  School has been canceled for my grandchildren.  It 

is certainly unsettling for all children when they cannot 

maintain their routine, and this may go on through the 

end of the semester.  Because of the danger of children 

transmitting the disease to older people, even without 

showing symptoms, grandparents are encouraged to stay 

away from their grandchildren in spite of often being 

called upon as backup babysitters.  College students are 

moving home from residence halls and taking courses 

online.  People in care facilities may not have visitors.  My 

wife was scheduled for jury duty, instructed to report to 

the jury assembly room that holds over 200 people.  Now 

court administrators will have to figure out how to balance 

the restrictions of not gathering in groups of ten or more 

with a defendant's right to a speedy trial.  A new dentist I 

know was scheduled to take his licensing exams, but they 

have been canceled because they are given in large group 

settings.  His working career has been put on hold.  The 

shelter-at-home situation we are experiencing may extend 

past Easter.  We may not be able to hold traditional Easter 

services.  I already miss the trumpets!  High school and 

college graduations are being cancelled or postponed.  Ad-

ministrators are scrambling to come up with alternative 

events or observations or celebrations.  There are count-

less other examples of disruptions to everyday life. 

Please check Hope's website to listen to pre-recorded ser-

mons and see updated messages.  Through all of this, we 

must trust the Lord and remember that He will be with us 

and will help us through these times.  As unprecedented as 

this is for the entire planet, it will end sooner or later, and 

life will return to what is familiar.  I think what bothers 

most of us is that this is an evolving situation, and we 

don't know when we will get our lives back. Only God 

knows, and I for one feel reassured knowing that.  

Don Hermansen 

 

 

A Message from 
your  

Council President 

W e are certainly living in 

uncertain times.  We are 

going through unprecedented events, and, at this point 

anyway, we don't know when we will be able to return to 

normal.  Will life be normal again or will there be a new 

normal?  Certainly, some aspects of our lives will be 

different.  I have had to close my office for two weeks.  

Then we heard it would be for three weeks and then may-

be longer.  Even without talking about this with others 

(because I’m not supposed to be around other people), I 

read what I can to stay informed.  Rumors erupt, and they 

are not helpful.   

When the threat of COVID-19 became real, and as re-

strictions were becoming more stringent, Pastor Dan and 

the executive committee met before worship on Sunday, 

March 15th, to decide how to proceed.  It had been a busy 

week for all of us, and we had little chance until then to 

address this.  We decided to proceed with worship since 

worshippers would be arriving soon.  The choir had re-

hearsed with our choir director Jan and was ready to sing, 

and our organist Vaughn had practiced his pieces.  We 

had a hardy group of just over 40 members at wor-

ship.  There was lots of space to spread out in the sanctu-

ary, and it felt good to be together for what may be the 

last time in a while.  We were careful.  Pastor Dan led us 

in a Service of the Word with no communion.  There was 

also no passing of the peace, no handshaking, and no 

handling of offering plates.  Although Sandi Kane had 

decorated the Cafe Hope tables for St. Patrick's Day and 

had individually packaged snacks available, she was gra-

ciously willing to go along with canceling Café Hope.  We 

decided that coffee would be all that we should have.  We 

decided to move ahead cautiously, not wanting to be re-

sponsible for anyone among us becoming ill.  We also did 

not want to approach the situation cavalierly.   

Our church council met as scheduled after worship.  We 

met in Nielsen Hall which is more spacious than the edu-

cation building, and we spread the tables and seats out so 

that we could all have our own buffer space, honoring the 

new concept of social distancing.  It was later that re-

strictions on meeting together became more strin-
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Birthday listing I 
f you do not want to have the month and day of 

your birthday listed on Hope’s monthly publica-

tion, The Voice of Hope, please call the church 

office or email Judy at helc@pacbell.net. 
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Hillsdale Peace Pantry  

Thank-you so much for Hope's 

continued support for the Hills-

dale Peace Pantry.  During these 

difficult times, Hillsdale is not 

able to provide care packages for 

our families.  Instead, Second Harvest Food Bank has 

stepped in to provide food for the families. Hillsdale’s 

hope is to augment this food by giving each family Tar-

get gift cards to help them get personal hygiene and 

other items that are needed.  Hope’s generous gift of 

money helped purchase a significant portion of the 

$2500 in gift cards that will be delivered to families this 

week. 

  

In March, Hillsdale staff members donated an addition-

al $2600, and an email is going out to Hillsdale’s parent 

community to ask for additional help.  Hillsdale’s goal 

is to provide $100 Target gift cards twice a month over 

the next four months to all of the 25 families (more are 

on a waiting list). 

  

In lieu of food donations, if you would like to help pur-

chase gift cards for these families you can go to the 

Hillsdale Foundation Donation page at:  

https://app.etapestry.com/onlineforms/

HillsdaleFoundation/hhsfPPdonationform-1.html 

 Thanks again for your continued support of Hillsdale’s 

Peace Pantry. 

Deb Stucke, Hillsdale High School Math Department 
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From the Desk of our Treasurer  

 Giving to Hope 

You may be wondering about keeping up with pledges or 

making monetary gifts while the church is closed.   There 

are two ways you can help Hope with its ongoing ex-

penses: 

1) Mail:  You can mail checks to Hope.  We will pick 

them up weekly and deposit them.  

2) Direct Deposit:  You can participate in Vanco, our 

simple giving, direct deposit service,  You provide 

your checking account information, an amount, and 

a frequency of giving, and gifts will automatically be 

deposited to Hope.   This can be an ongoing transac-

tion or you can specify that this be done for a fixed 

period of time.  This information can be mailed to 

church or you can contact me to set this up.   The 

following information is needed:  

• Name,  

• address,  

• bank account number,  

• bank routing number,  

• amount to be deducted,  

• frequency (monthly or bi- monthly),  

• start date (must be the 1st or the 15th of a 

month)  

• and optionally an end date.  

 
Margo Kannenberg, (650)574-1390 
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PASTOR DAN’S MID-WEEK CLASS 

Pastor Dan will begin a new, online mid-week class in 
April.  The topic of this class will be “Who’s Who in the 
History or Israel:  Unforgettable People and Timeless 
Stories from Genesis to Revelation”.  We will explore the 
scripture and other ancient texts, and examine 
archaeological findings that shed light on the history of 
Israel and Judah through the first Century AD.  Watch 
your email for information on when this class will begin. 
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Upcoming Events 

Staying Connected to Hope during our time 
of “Social Separation”. 

 
Our Church Building may be locked, but Hope Lutheran 
Church is still running during our home shelter.  Here 
are some ways you can stay connected to Hope during 
this time. 
1) Watch or listen to our Sermons online—We have 

begun posting our sermons each week on Fridays, 
to allow members to view them at their leisure on 
Sundays.  Visit http://hopelutheransanmateo.org/
worship/sermons/ 

2) Listen to Pastor Dan’s Mid-Week Class—Past 
classes are available on the hope website.  
Additionally, Pastor Dan will be starting a new class 
this month titled “Who’s Who in the History of 
Israel”.  Visit http://hopelutheransanmateo.org/
posts/ 

3) “Join us” for a remote gathering—Your executive 
team is discussing a trial online meeting for 
gatherings such as Men’s Breakfast.  If you would 
like to help coordinate this or other online 
meetings, contact Don, Karen, Judy, Margo, or Dan.  

4) Call if you need assistance—Need help with 
groceries, errands, or anything else?  Contact Pastor 
Dan (510-894-9550) or Anne Wilson (650-571-6530)
and they will assist you. 

        Join us for Easter Sunday!    
How we worship may have changed in the age of Covid-19 and 
social distancing, but the celebration of the resurrection re-
mains the cornerstone of the Christian Faith!   

If we are unable to meet in person, please join us online for our 
Good Friday and Easter Services. 

http://hopelutheransanmateo.org/worship/sermons/ 

  

MENS’ BREAKFAST 
The Men’s Breakfast will not be held on April 4 due to 
the current shelter in place orders.  However, should the 
need to maintain social distance continue beyond April 
7, we hope to set up an online meeting for Men’s 
Breakfast.  Watch your email for more information. 

The SYNOD 
ASSEMBLY 

originally scheduled 
for Friday, May 1st to Sunday May 3rd, 2020 has been 

postponed until later in the year.  Don will update the 
congregation once the new date has been set. 
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HOPE IN THE COMMUNITY 
Those of you who attended our January 
Congregation Meeting may recall that 
Hope’s 2020 budget included $20,000 to 
go to local organizations serving those in 
need.  In February, the Council approved 
the release of $12,000.  Due to the over-
whelming need in our community from 
the Covid-19 pandemic, the council ap-
proved release of the remaining $8000 on 
March 30th.  These donations will be di-
vided between Samaritan House, Call 
Primrose, the Hillsdale Peace Pantry, 
Home & Hope, and CORA. 
 
Thank-you to our friends and members for 
their generosity in 2019, and for making 
these donations possible. 
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